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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

September 30, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
September 30, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. 
William Lentine, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Bill Lentine James Combs Allison Stelter 
Andrew MacLeod Rebecca Pugliesi Christina Wease 
Michael Monaghan Ryan Peruski  
Brian Gallagher Eric Gregory  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Erick Hosner Jennifer Watkins Sean Cook 
Nick Papasifakis   

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Lena Gionnette Chris Attar Negah McKevitt 
Buzz Leach Josh Beard  

      
 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

[None]   
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Jeff Kirkey Neal Nusholtz 
 

Mr. Lentine called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m.  A quorum was determined to be 
present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Lentine directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
dated August 26, 2021.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by Mr. Gregory, 
seconded by Mr. Combs, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Monaghan provided the Treasurer's report.  He referred everyone to the budget in 
the meeting packet.  Mr. Monaghan explained that the Section's revenue experience for the year 
of roughly $39,000 exceeded projections, while expenses continued to lag due to the lack of in-
person events.  As of the date of the meeting, the Section had generated $29,000 in profit.  
However, Mr. Monaghan explained that some of the Section's biggest expenses for the year have 
not yet hit the books.  These include approximately $3,000 in net expense for the Annual Tax 
Conference, $13,000 in grants, and approximately $4,500 for the annual meeting.  He anticipates 
that when all known expenses are booked, the Section will close the year with roughly $108,000 
in cash on hand.  Mr. Monaghan inquired among those present regarding any additional 
outstanding expenses, and received feedback from several individuals regarding anticipated 
expense reimbursement requests, all for relatively minor items. 

Mr. Lentine noted that past practice has been to separately account for the Section's 
assets attributable to the L. Hart Wright award, and he requested that future budgets and 
Treasurer's reports resume that practice. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Nick Papasifakis   

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

2. Public Communications – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter indicated that there were no significant public communications developments 
to report.  However, she did note that the Section has seen a nice uptick in its social media 
engagement over the course of the last year. 

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  

Mr. Hosner did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter briefly described the virtual wine tasting to be hosted by Bouchaine scheduled 
later in the day in lieu of the traditional Annual Dinner.  Mr. Lentine thanked Ms. Stelter 
for her excellent planning and execution of the event, including coordinating distribution 
to statewide participants. 

5. Annual Tax Conference – Rebecca Pugliesi and Ryan Peruski 

2021 Annual Tax Conference 

Ms. Pugliesi indicated that she had nothing further to report regarding the most recent 
Annual Tax Conference.  Council congratulated her on a successful event. 
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2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski discussed his plans for the 2022 Annual Tax Conference in general terms.  At 
this point, the tentative schedule is solidified.  He thanked Council for its help in terms of 
identifying topics and speakers.  Mr. Peruski will be following up with subject matter 
experts regarding various track topics and speakers.  He also requested that Council 
members assist with sponsorship consideration. 

Mr. Kirkey emphasized that the primary task is locating presenters at this point in the 
planning process. 

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting, but submitted a written report.  Mr. Lentine 
presented that report and discussed various pending legislation at the state and federal 
level.  The changes made by some of this legislation would be extremely significant. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies did not attend the meeting.  Mr. Kirkey provided a report on his behalf, and 
indicated that the first Tax Law Series segment is scheduled to be recorded in November. 

9. Grant Program – Eric Gregory 

Mr. Gregory reported that, following the prior Council meeting, an application from 
Michigan State had been received and approved, and thus the contingency on that grant 
award was satisfied.  He indicated that each of the grant recipients have been notified 
and they are all very appreciative.  Mr. Monaghan explained that the Section is in the 
advanced stages of working with the State Bar of Michigan to get checks issued to the 
recipients.  Mr. Lentine thanked Mr. Gregory for his efforts on this program. 

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Council welcomed Ms. Wease to her first Council meeting.  Ms. Wease indicated that she 
is in the process of getting acclimated to the role and looks forward to working with 
Council.   

11. Membership Outreach – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not attend, but submitted a report indicating that she has received two 
submissions for the student writing competition and hopes to secure more. 
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12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Neither Mr. Skinner nor Mr. Heitmeyer attended the meeting, and they did not submit a 
written report.  

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz discussed various projects that the Probate and Estate Planning Section has 
undertaken, including changes to the Uniform Power of Attorney Act.  He explained that 
additional details are available in his written report. 

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny indicated that she had nothing to report.  She has committed to remaining 
the Program Facilitator for an additional year.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionette 

Ms. Gionnette stepped out of the meeting prior to her report and was not able to rejoin 
prior to its adjournment.  Mr. Gallagher noted that Ms. Gionette had recently 
communicated to her Committee membership regarding a pro bono opportunity relating 
to QDROs. 

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach indicated that he did not have anything new to report, but he anticipates 
resuming virtual meetings by the end of the calendar year.  Mr. Lentine suggested that 
the major pending federal tax legislation would be a prime source for meeting topics and 
Michigan Tax Lawyer articles. 

18. Federal Income Tax – Chris Attar 

Mr. Attar indicated that the life insurance round table on September 16, 2021 went well.  
He continues to work on additional programing.  Mr. Lentine again noted the ripe 
opportunity presented by the pending federal legislation. 
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19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard indicated that he is still getting acclimated to the role, but hopes to get some 
programing on the calendar soon. 

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt indicated that she had nothing to report. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Lentine thanked everyone for their strong participation throughout the year, 
especially given the virtual format. 

He explained that the individual that Council had originally identified to draft the 
Comerica amicus brief has encountered a conflict.  As such, the Section is once again seeking a 
qualified author.  Mr. Lentine solicited assistance from those present in identifying such an 
individual. 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. 
Stelter and seconded by Mr. MacLeod.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:46 p.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

      Brian T. Gallagher 
      Secretary 
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