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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

August 26, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
August 26, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. William 
Lentine, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Bill Lentine James Combs Jennifer Watkins 
Andrew MacLeod Rebecca Pugliesi Eric Gregory 
Michael Monaghan Ryan Peruski Allison Stelter 
Brian Gallagher Erick Hosner  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Nick Papasifakis Sean Cook Christina Wease 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Buzz Leach Chris Attar  
      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Lena Gionnette Josh Beard Negah McKevitt 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Max Matthies Josh Bemis 
Jeff Kirkey Neal Nusholtz  

 
Mr. Lentine called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.  Mr. Lentine noted that, following the completion of the Section's virtual annual 
meeting, Council will have conducted the entire fiscal year virtually, and he will have concluded 
his full term as President without ever seeing another Council member in person. 

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Lentine directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
dated June 22, 2021.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by Mr. MacLeod, 
seconded by Ms. Pugliesi, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Monaghan provided the Treasurer's report.  He noted that the Section has had 
extremely limited activity over the summer months.  For example, in July, the Section took in 
$362 in revenue and paid $342 in expenses.  The Section continues to accrue cash and is on pace 
to increase its cash reserves by approximately $29,000 for the current fiscal year to a total of 
approximately $128,000 in cash on hand.  Thus, the Section is very financially sound, but Council 
must continue to find ways to leverage these resources to serve the Section membership.  Mr. 
Lentine mentioned that Council will presented with a proposal to increase grant amounts later 
in the meeting, which will assist in this goal.  He also encouraged the Committee Chairs to develop 
creative programming and, where appropriate, to offer incentives for attendance. 

Ms. Stetler inquired about the budget for the Section's annual meeting.  Mr. Monaghan 
indicated that this expense falls under the "Tax Council Activities" line item.  The budgeted 
amount for this was $4,000 and there have been very minimal expenses to date based upon the 
virtual nature of this year's meetings.  Thus, Council reached a consensus that Ms. Stelter should 
operate with a budget of roughly $4,000. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Nick Papasifakis   

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

2. Public Communications – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter indicated that there have been no major developments on the Public 
Communications front.  She requested that any Council members or Committee Chairs 
provide her with event information or other updates so that she can assist with publicizing 
them to the Section membership.  She indicated that there have been a fair number of 
requests to join the LinkedIn page recently.  Mr. Lentine requested that the Tax Section 
Update for the State Bar Journal include the dates of the Annual Meeting and the 2022 
Annual Tax Conference. 

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  

Mr. Hosner reported that he currently has two substantial articles for the upcoming 
edition.  He needs at least one larger article or two smaller articles for a full publication.  
He requested assistance in locating additional articles from other authors.  Mr. Leach 
suggested a potential author for an article on cryptocurrency taxation.  Mr. Lentine 
requested that the Section's SBM|Connect website be updated to include recent editions. 

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter explained that she is planning a virtual annual meeting, which will include a 
wine tasting (similar to last year's meeting, but from a different winery).  She is currently 
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working with Bouchaine Winery out of Napa Valley.  Bouchaine was a pioneer in the 
virtual tasting space and has quite a bit of experience and a well-developed program.  Ms. 
Stelter had originally been targeting September 23, 2021, but due to conflicts is now 
looking at September 30, 2021.  Everyone on the call confirmed their availability for the 
new date.  Mr. Combs offered several helpful suggestions regarding logistics based upon 
his experience last year.  In terms of scheduling, Ms. Stelter will aim to start the regular 
meeting at 3:30 p.m., with the wine tasting beginning at 5:00, followed by the business 
portion of the annual meeting. 

5. Annual Tax Conference – Rebecca Pugliesi and Ryan Peruski 

2021 Annual Tax Conference 

Ms. Pugliesi discussed evaluations received for the 2021 Annual Tax Conference.  While 
responses were very limited, those who did respond expressed overwhelmingly positive 
feedback.  Based upon final revenue and expense figures, the Section anticipates the need 
to issue a check to ICLE for approximately $3,100.  This is very much in line with 
expectations.  Mr. Kirkey explained that, with one exception, ICLE's virtual events have 
universally been attracting 42-50% of the normal registration figures for their in-person 
counterparts.  The 2021 Annual Tax Conference had 62 registered participants, which was 
approximately half of its typical attendance.  Mr. Kirkey is awaiting the final invoice from 
ICLE's business office.  Mr. Lentine requested that it be processed in the current fiscal year 
if at all possible. 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski reminded participants that the 2022 Annual Tax Conference is scheduled for 
May 26, 2022.  He explained that he and ICLE are currently proceeding on the assumption 
that the event will be held in-person.  Mr. Peruski considered making certain changes, 
such as changing the date and/or adding a golf component, but ultimately decided against 
those.  The format will largely track the most recent in-person conference.  This will entail 
two or three plenary panel sessions in the morning, a lunch, then four practice area-based 
tracks with three 45-minute sessions each, followed by a happy hour.  Mr. Peruski has 
proposed some minor tweaks to the schedule such as lengthening the breakout sessions 
and moving the happy hour earlier (in the hopes of increasing attendance). 

He has been reaching out to Committee Chairs and Council members regarding topic 
ideas, and will continue to do so.  Mr. Peruski is very enthusiastic about a successful 
relaunch of the Annual Tax Conference as an in-person event; his ambitious goal is 150 
registrants.  He would like to secure a well-known keynote speaker, such as a 
Congressperson, either for lunch or for the opening plenary session.  Patrick Robertson 
has been extremely helpful in attempting to facilitate this.  Mr. Peruski discussed some 
potential speakers and topics for the plenary sessions.  However, given the uncertainty 
surrounding his efforts for a major speaker, these sessions remain in a state of flux.   
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6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis had been evaluating several potential venues with the goal of hosting an in-
person Fundamentals program this Fall.  However, given the proliferation of various 
COVID variants, the Fundamentals team has decided to push the program back until 2022.  
Mr. Bemis has preserved his findings regarding venues for the benefit of future programs. 

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies indicated that he and Mr. Peruski have narrowed the ICLE Tax Law Series 
topics down to the following items:  (1) estate and gift tax basis planning, (2) transfer tax 
and uncapping issues, (3) COVID-related federal tax issues, and (4) state tax controversies.  
Mr. Matthies explained that ICLE has accelerated and streamlined filming for these 
programs and that the first to segments will be filmed on November 1, 2021, with the 
other two sessions likely scheduled for a day in late January.  He requested Council's 
assistance in identifying potential presenters.  

9. Grant Program – Eric Gregory 

Mr. Gregory explained that he has received four applications.  He still anticipates receiving 
a fifth application from the Storrs Tax Clinic at Michigan State (which has been a perennial 
grant recipient), but has not yet received one.  Based upon his review of the applications 
and consultation with the ad hoc Grant Committee, Mr. Gregory proposed the following 
grants: 

• Accounting Aid Society – $3,000 
• The Regents of the University of Michigan – $3,000 
• Legal Services of Eastern Michigan – $2,000 
• Michigan Community Resources – $2,000 
• The Alvin Storrs Tax Clinic at Michigan State University - $3,000 

o Contingent upon receipt and review of an acceptable application 
 

Mr. MacLeod made a motion to approve the above-listed grant recipients and amounts, 
subject to receipt of an acceptable application from Michigan State (and that if no such 
application is received, the $3,000 otherwise approved for that grant will remain in the 
Section's coffers).  That motion was seconded by Ms. Pugliesi and passed unanimously. 

Mr. Gallagher will prepare the necessary resolution with assistance from Mr. Monaghan 
once Mr. Gregory is able to definitively confirm the status of Michigan State. 
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10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Ms. Wease did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.   

11. Membership Outreach – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins reminded Council that the student writing competition was rescheduled for 
the Fall with a deadline of September 30, 2021.  She reported that she has already 
received two submissions and hopes to secure more. 

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Neither Mr. Skinner nor Mr. Heitmeyer attended the meeting, and they did not submit a 
written report.  

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz discussed various projects that the Probate and Estate Planning Section is 
working on, and directed Council to additional details available in his written report. 

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny attended, but indicated that she did not have anything to report.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionette 

Ms. Gionnette did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach reported that he attempted to host a social event for the Estates and Trusts 
Committee.  The attendance was lighter than he would have hoped.  He is exploring a 
virtual event with regarding the relevance of cryptocurrency to estate planning. 

18. Federal Income Tax – Chris Attar 

Mr. Attar had an event scheduled for August, but had to cancel because two of the 
important participants had conflicts.  He has a virtual roundtable discussion scheduled for 
September 16, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. regarding life insurance for businesses.  Starbucks gift 
cards will be issued to participants.  He is still working on an event with Ryan Bayer of 
Deloitte on the topic of doing business with REITS.  Mr. Bayer has been holding out for an 
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in-person event, but Mr. Attar is trying to get him to participate virtually so that the event 
can be held soon.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

The ad-hoc committee reviewing the request to submit an amicus brief in the Comerica 
case continues to review materials and anticipates recommending that the Section provide such 
a brief.  Mr. Lentine requested that Council approve payment of a stipend to the attorney that is 
ultimately identified to draft the amicus brief.  Mr. Lentine and Mr. MacLeod explained that this 
project is a heavy lift and that the stipend is meant to compensate the individual for time spent 
on the project (although it is certainly anticipated to be well below that attorney's regular fee for 
such a project).  The stipend will be structured as a flat fee.  Motion was made by Mr. Gallagher, 
seconded by Mr. Gregory, to authorize payment of a flat rate stipend not to exceed $5,000.  That 
motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Gallagher reminded those in attendance to respond to his email regarding the 
Section's required lobbying disclosure, which is due August 31, 2021.  He indicated that the vast 
majority of responses have been received, but he is still waiting on a few additional individuals 
before filing the disclosure. 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Combs and seconded by Ms. Watkins.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:41 a.m., thus ruining Mr. Lentine's 
otherwise perfect track record of concluding every meeting in 90 minutes or less.  His legacy 
forever tarnished, Mr. Lentine retreated from the call in despair. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

      Brian T. Gallagher 
      Secretary 

 


