
LLC & Partnerships Committee 
ANNUAL REPORT PREPARED FOR THE  
DECEMBER 3, 2016 ANNUAL MEETING 

 
Please describe your committee’s activities during the 2014-2015 year toward 
achievement of the goals outlined in the Section’s Strategic Plan.  Each question below 
corresponds to a specific Section of the Plan, a copy of which is attached and to which 
reference may be made for further guidance in providing responses.  If the question is not 
applicable to your particular committee or directorship, please note as such. 
 
1. Sponsorship of programs for Continuing Legal Education via a means accessible 
to Section Members, including holding at least one program yearly (Article I, 3, of the 
Strategic Plan).  
 

During the past year, the Committee has sponsored events for the Business 
Law Section membership and the State Bar members at large. Members of 
the Committee have been very active in the Business Boot Camp. The 
Committee also has provided speakers and speaker references to ICLE to 
assist in its efforts to provide educational opportunities and continuing 
education to members of the Bar.  
 
The Committee had the primary responsibility for articles for the Summer 
2016 Michigan Business Law Journal. The Journal was published with five 
articles dealing with matters related to the Committee’s mission, and a sixth 
article focusing on consumer protection claims that is tangentially related. 

 
2. Addressing substantive legal issues for committee members, including holding 
regular committee meetings (at least once a year) and reporting on the meetings to the 
Council (Article I, 4). 
 

An amicus brief for the Section, as requested by the Michigan Supreme 
Court, was timely filed on January 20, 2016 in the case Allard v. Allard. The 
Family Law Section also filed an amicus brief that day. An order from the 
Michigan Supreme Court was issued on May 25, 2016. Based on the 
language of that Order, our amicus brief was well-received by the Supreme 
Court. While the Order affirms in part, vacates in part, and reverses in part 
the December 18, 2014 judgment of the Court of Appeals, nothing in the 
Order contradicts any portion of our amicus brief and many parts of the 
Order are directly in line with our brief. 

 
3. Promoting involvement in the committee and making the committee more 
responsive to members including the designation of a contact person (Article I, 5). 
 

The Committee has a designated Chair and has posted contact information 
to encourage members to contact one another. The Committee is exploring 
obtaining a Reporter to assist in legislative drafting activities. 

 
4. (A) monitoring and raising awareness of laws or developments in laws that affect 
Michigan businesses and, when appropriate, making recommendations for updates and 
improvements;  
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The Committee is active in legislative activities involving the Michigan 
Limited Liability Company Act and the Partnership Acts. 

 
 (B) providing assistance to appropriate state government personnel with respect 
to business-related legislation and rule making;  
 

The Committee has and will continue to actively work with the legislature 
and with the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA). 

 
 (C) as appropriate, providing amicus curiae briefs related to business-related 
issues being addressed by the courts, and  
 

The Committee is currently awaiting an order of the Michigan Court of 
Appeals in the Allard v. Allard case to see if your services as Amicus are 
needed as that case works its way through remand. 

 
 (D) educating Michigan businesses, their owners and employees about changes 
to Michigan's laws in order to maintain Michigan's ability to attract and retain new business 
enterprises and enable existing businesses to remain competitive.(Article II, 1). 
 

The Committee solicits articles for the Business Law Journal, educates 
through Business Boot Camp, the Business Law Institute and ICLE 
seminars. 

 
5. Please comment on your plan regarding succession (Article III, 5). 
 

The Chair is endeavoring to appoint a vice-chair. No formal plan of 
succession is currently in place, but one should be completed early in the 
new year. 

 
6. Please list your Committee’s goals and objectives for the next 12 to 24 months and 
whether you will require additional support from the Section to achieve these goals (Article 
III, 5). 
 

The Committee's goals are to continue to encourage improvements to the 
statutes in Michigan and to present seminar topics to the Business Law 
Section, through ICLE, the Business Law Section, and otherwise. We will 
be reviewing and suggesting updates for the LLC and Partnership Acts, as 
well as monitoring court cases for opportunities to educate the Bar and 
Bench on how our unincorporated entities do (and should) function. We will 
be looking for opportunities to work with the new Business Court Judges to 
the extent that they would like resources and/or training on LLC and 
Partnership matters. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

James L. Carey, Committee Chair 
Carey Law Offices, PC 

23781 Pointe O'Woods Court, South Lyon, Michigan 48178 
www.careylaw.us / phone: 248.605.1103 / fax: 248.493.6014 


