SMALL BUSINESS FORUM COMMITTEE
OF THE PROGRAMS SECTION

1. Next scheduled meeting of the Committee: May 30™ in Grand Rapids, carly fall for
southeastern, M1, with interim planning meetings in the meantime.

2. Council Approval: NONE

3. Membership: The second West Side event 1s to be held in Grand Rapids. Its pre-

registration rate is lower, I believe because it is so close to Memorial Day. It will
probably be considered a good turn out if it has as many as 20 attendees. We continue to
anticipate that the upcoming Grand Rapids event will significantly increase participation
from the Grand Rapids area and that the programs we do at the Institutes will also add
new members.

4. Accomplishments Toward Committee Objectives: Our primary objectives are:

+ Increase involvement of smaller firms in the Section and to add a few new
Forum Leaders. We have one additional attorney interested after the last
event.
e Create a bridge bétween business attorneys and the small business
community.
e Provide resources. and networking opportunities.between attorneys, CPAs,..._ . .

lenders, investment bankers, financial professionals and related advisors.
Provide time-efficient, educational and fun events. '
Create perception of lawyers as valuable members of a business team.
Improve perception of Michigan as a good environment in which to do
business.

» Help attorncys gain new tools and contact to provide quality service to
business owners.

e Develop outreach opportunities to the business community.

Our objectives for this year are:

e To increase participation level to about 50 attorneys from across Michigan
who primarily represent closely-held and family businesses with less than
$50 million in annual gross sales.

e Host four useful events each full year, some here and some on the West
Side.

e Involve small business owners in at least two of our events. This remains a
challenge.

o To get the SBF to a point where it is largely self-sustaining from a budget
perspective. We are moving toward this goal, with some hiccoughs.




We have held three events so far this year. Two were a Step-by-Step Guide to Selling a
Business. The first was held January 31" in Birmingham, had 70 people prepaid and
registered and about 50 people show up. It cost the section a little over $1,000. The
second was held in Lansing and produced small revenue. The third was concerning
increasing value of manufacturing companies. The materials and speaker information is
attached. Attendance was low (again we think we got too close to Memorial Day) with
about 25 people attending. We increased the charge to $25 for this event think this event
will have cost the section about $650. We plan to hold our next event at a large office
conference room to defray its costs. A broad mix of attorneys (including some in house
counsel), CPAs, business owners (on a VERY limited basis) and other professionals
continue to attend, with most of the lawyers coming from smaller firms.

Meetings and Programs: The 3 programs already held were described above. Qur
program topics and event plans are 4 events throughout the rest of 2007 as follows:
(1) A Step-By-Step Guide to selling a Business (in Grand Rapids on May 30), (2)
Valuation Issues (Already held in Birmingham; Grand Rapids TBD, if at all); (3)
Identifying and Assisting Troubled Companies (in the carly fall in Grand Rapids and
Southeastern Michigan) and (4) Marketing and Client Management (fo tie in with ICLE’s
Closely Held and Family Business Institute in Plymouth). The Program Committee has
approved these.

Publications: We do not intend to publish at this time. The SBF and its events continue
to be featured in a number of news outlets, however, including Legal News, and the

_Qakland Business Review, , e

558189

Legislative/Judicial/Administrative Developments: Not applicable

Miscellaneous: If any committees are looking for members, a quick email to me
outlining your plans and what you are looking for would be great as I could then
announce this at the SBF meetings. This may encourage smaller firms to participate in
Bar activities outside of the SBF.
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STOUT | RISIUS |ROSS

Contact

Jeffrey M. Risius
Managing Director
248.432.1240

Jeffrey M. Risius

Jeffrey M. Risius is Managing Director of the Valvation & Financial Opinions
Group. He has extensive experience in the field of valuation, litigation advisory, and
mergers & acquisitions. His advisory experience encompasses a broad range of
industries and has been performed for numerous purposes including fairness and
solvency opinions, estate and gift taxation, Employee Stock Ownership Plans,
marital dissolution, shareholder disputes, wrongful death claims, breach of contract
matters, intellectual property disputes, torticus interference cases, disputes related
to business fransactions, employment matters, bankruptcy and reorganization,
purchase price allocation, purchase and sale advisement, and other tax, corporate,
and litigation related matters.

Among the many industries Mr. Risius has served are automotive, banks and thrifts,
broadcasting, communications, computer software, construction, consumer
products, entertainment, graphics and printing, health care, manufacturing,
petrcleum, publishing, retailing, security systems, staffing, textiles, metal stamping,
motion picture theaters, plastics, steel, tire and rubber manufacturing, transportation,
and wholesale distribution.

Mr. Risius has lectured and presented numerous continuing education seminars on
the subjects of valuation, litigation advisory services, succession planning, and .

fisius@srr.com

transaction advisory services. In addition, Mr. Risius has testified as an expert
witness at frial in state and federal courts, public service hearings, arbitration, and in
deposition.

Prior to joining our firm, Mr. Risius was a senior manager with Price Waterhouse in
its Valuation Services Group in Chicago. During his tenure with Price Waterhouse,
he planned, performed and supervised valuation and litigation consulting
engagements.

Mr. Risius earned an MBA with a concentration in Finance from Indiana University.

" He also earned a BS with Honors in Accounting from Indiana University’s Schoal of

Business. He is a Certified Public Accountant accredited in business vaiuation
(CPAJ/ABY), licensed in the state of lllincis. Mr. Risius is a senior member of the
American Society of Appraisers (ASA), and has also earned the Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA) designation. Mr. Risius is a past Vice President of the Michigan
Chapter of The ESOP Association and a past member of the Valuation Advisory
Committee of The ESOP Association. He is a member of the American I[nstitute of
Certified Public Accountants, the Michigan Association of CPAs (MACPA), the
Litigation / Business Valuation Committee of the MACPA, the CFA Institute, the
Investment Analyst Society of Chicago, and the Financial and Estate Planning
Council of Mefropolitan Detroit.

Crpyright SREL 207, Investment barddag sevices provided throogh
St Rigdus Ross Adviaurs, LLL, member NASD.
A et servicas provided trough St Rlckes foss, e,

http://www.srr.com/professionals/xprProfessionalDetails4.aspx?xpST=ProfessionalDetail...  5/18/2007
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si*ouﬂ RESIUS | Ro_s
R Gene P. Bitonti

Gene P. Bitonti is a Vice President in the Investment Banking Group. Mr. Bitonti's
investment banking experience includes the executton of a variety of transactions
including merger and acquisition advisory, 363 asset sales, shareholder
recapitalizations, leveraged and management buyouts, and the private placement of
senior and subordinated debt.

Prior to joining our firm, Mr. Bitonti was with Plante & Moran, PLLC. While at Plante
& Moran, he was responsible for the planning and execution of a variety of
engagement types, including audits, reviews, compilations, tax planning, buy and
sell-side due diligence, agreed-upon procedures and bankruptcy and restructuring
advisory. Mr. Bitonti had several transaction related engagements whereby he
provided structuring, tax planning and financial due diligence assistance to clients.
He focused primarily on clients in the manufacturing industry, and has also served
clients in a wide range of other industries including contracting, leasing, professional
service and education.

Contact Mr. Bitonti earned an MBA with a dual concentration in Finance and Accounting and

Gene P. Bitond a BA in Accounting from Michigan State University. He is a member of the American

Vice President Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the Michigan Asscciation of Certified Public

24?;&?'1301 Accountants, and the Turmnaround Management Asso¢lationn, .~
ghilonti@sr.com

Cogryight B8R 2607, Inpestraant banking services provided through
Ehout Risiug Ross Advisers, LLC, member NASEHL
sl other services provided frangh Stout fists Reen, tne,

htip:/fwww.str.com/professionals/xprProfessionalDetails4.aspx?xpST=ProfessionalDetail... =~ 5/18/2007




Cearsolutlons in a complex worlds

Planning for your financial success may seem
complicaied in today’s world. A broad knmowledge of
everything form complex investment products to
elaborate tax laws is required.

As the scope of financial services grows, so does the need
for professionais to provide these serviees. That’s why
we approach vour financial planning needs with a team
of specialists, It’s the key to our success, and yours.

Professionals in a variety of financial planning disciplines
John J. Turcotte, ChFC, CLU combine their knowledge and experience, using
Financial Planner sophisticated support systems, to determine the appropriate

financial sirategy for your individual .
John has twenty seven years of experience in the anet cgy for your individual needs

insurance and financial services indusiry. He
specializes in developing estate and business succession
plarming for highly compensated executives,
professionals, physicians, and owners of closely held
corporations, John joined Sagemark Consnlting,
formerly CIGNA, in September of 1992 ag a Manager ' ] e
in the Detroit Agency. Prior to that time he spent four - Yr— CLIENT Education
years in the banking indusiry and seven years as an *. Planning ‘ 1 Furding
insurance agent with Mutual Benefit Life and Mass ' .
Mutsal. While in the insurance industry, he qualified

for several honors. John was promoted to Senior

Assistant Manager in 1994, Unit Vice President in

1996, RCEQ-in-February-1999;-and Managing Director--——
for the Southern Ohio RPG in October 2003, From

May of 2004 to February 2007, Yohn was the Managing '
Director of the Mid America RPG with offices in prott Sharing Bt
Detroit and Cincinnati., The offices in his region have a ~

long history of being recognized as the premier Estate
and Financial Plarning firm servicing the affluent and
super affluent market place.

Investment

Planning Services Planning

sine: CIAL
Succession PLANNNER
Planning

E

Planning

We are dedicated to helping you:

» Identify your goals
John has a Marketing Degree frorn Northern Michigan . 1
~ University, in Marquette, Michigan. He holds the ];.)z;eklnog\:lfggzcm plan based on sound adwce _

Chartered Financial Consultant and Chartered Life
Underwriter designations. His professional * Implement your plan if desired
memberships include: the National Association of Life
Underwriters, the American Society of Financial
Service Professionals, the Estate Planning Council of

« Update the plan on a regular basis

Detroit, and the Financial Planning Association. Throughout this process, we never lose sight of one essential
L o element — personal service. At Lincoln Financial Advisors,

John resides in West Bloomfield, MI with his wife, you'll find the best of both worlds: the resources of a large

Nancy, and their two children, Gregory and Danielle. company and the personal attention you need to establish a

plan for financial success.

T B e R R ST

1000 Town Center 26“‘ Floor Southfield, MI 48075

Phome: 248-948-5101 Fax: 248-948-5140 ' ! I M ]n
E-Mail:Johu. Turcotte@lfg.com ]IlCO

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial . . .
Advisors Corp., a broker/ dealer, registered investment advisor and an insutance Financial Advisorse

agency. Tnsurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies.
Lincoln Financial Group is the marketing name for Lincoln National Corporation
and its affiliates. CRN 200705-2004R16

A member of Lincoin Finenclal Graup




