
REPORT PREPARED FOR THE DECEMBER 2006 COUNCIL MEETING 
FOR THE DEBTOR/CREDITOR RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

 
1. 2006-2007 Budget Request 
 
  $3000 
 
2. Next Scheduled Meeting of the Committee 
 

Next scheduled meeting of the Committee:  January 10, 2007 
 
3. Council Approval 
 
 None at this time. 
 
4. Membership 
 

The Committee uses its list serv to send information about matters of interest to 
bankruptcy practitioners and its newsletters.  As a result, we receive regular 
requests from lawyers to be added as a member in order to receive the list serv 
notices. 

 
5. Accomplishments Toward Committee Objectives 
 

• Utilize the list serve to increase and energize members 
The committee list serv is approximately 450 persons 

• Start a Newsletter 
We have wide participation in drafting the newsletter.   

The second edition of the newsletter should be posted on the Committee’s 
webpage on the Section’s website and served on the section list serv prior 
to the meeting.   

• Submit sufficient articles to fill the November 30, 2006 edition of the 
Michigan Business Law Journal. 
Six articles were submitted. 

• Educate our membership and bar on ongoing issues. 
The Seminar, newsletter, publications and educational aspects of our 
meetings are educating our membership. 

• Coordinate with other bar groups and the Bankruptcy Court. 
The Committee co-sponsored the seminar on October 9, 2006 at which 
Congressman John Conyers and eight Bankruptcy Judges spoke. 



• Advise the Bankruptcy Court on issues of interest to our committee. 
The Co-chairs are serving on a Committee (with Judy Calton as Reporter) 
advising the Eastern District of Michigan Bankruptcy Court on a major 
rewrite of the local rules in light of the amendments to the Bankruptcy 
Code and ECF. 

• Develop successor leadership 
The above activities have energized our membership, several of which are 
taking leadership roles. 

 
6. Meetings and Programs 
 

• The Debtor/Creditor Rights Committee co-sponsored the October 9, 2006 
seminar entitled BAPCPA:  One Year Later/A Columbus Day Seminar, at 
the Sheraton Novi Hotel.  The seminar was a success.  Over 360 paid 
and/or attended.  The speakers included nine sitting bankruptcy judges, 
attorneys and accountants.  Congressman John Conyers, Jr. (Ranking 
Minority Member) of the Judiciary Committee of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, after an introduction by Retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge 
Ray Reynolds Graves, was the luncheon speaker. 

 
The seminar was a financial success.  The Committee will not have to 
provide any of the back-up funding previously approved by the Council. 

 
• The Committee will explore the potential of having wireless internet 

reception made available to the bar in the Detroit bankruptcy court. 
 
7. Publications 
 

As discussed above, the Committee has launched its Newsletter and submitted 
six articles for the November 2006 Michigan Business Law Journal. 

 
8. Legislative/Judicial/Administrative Developments 
 
 As approved by the Council, the Committee, working with Steven Rayman, was 
working with State Representative Alexander Lipsey on amending the recent Michigan 
exemption legislation, which legislation has been repeatedly held preempted by the 
Bankruptcy Code.  Representative Lipsey will not be returning to the House due to term 
limits and did not achieve election to the Senate. 
 
 
       Judy B. Calton, co-chair 
       Judith Greenstone Miller, co-chair 
DETROIT.2377137.1 


