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ANTITRUST, FRANCHISING, AND TRADE REGULATION SECTION 
 

CALL TO ORDER, ATTENDEES, & MINUTES 
 

On May 1, 2020, at about 12:05 PM, Chairperson Cody Rocky called the telephone 

meeting to order. Besides Mr. Rockey, the meeting attendees were: 

Brian Witus, Vice Chairperson; 
 
Howard Lederman, Secretary;  
 
Cale Johnson, Council Member; 
 
Mark Burzych, Council Member;  
 
Bethany Karsten, Council Member;  
 
Moe Shrikian, Council Member;  
 
John Forrest, Council Member.   

 
 The attendees approved the March 19, 2020 meeting minutes with Mr. Rockey’s edits. 

He will post the approved minutes.  

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Mr. Rockey informed the attendees that Punch Bowl had canceled the scheduled April 

29, 2020 social event due to the coronavirus crisis. Punch Bowl stated that it would refund our 

section’s deposit. After some discussion on whether to cancel or table the social event, the 

attendees agreed to table the social event until coronavirus crisis passes.  

FALL FORUM DISCUSSION 

The attendees discussed whether the Fall Forum should be an in-person or a virtual event. 

Mr. Lederman suggested that we plan it as virtual and add in-person, if the coronavirus crisis 

eases, and an in-person event  becomes feasible. Mr. Shrikian agreed. Mr. Forrest asked about 

any State Bar guidance on this. Mr. Rockey responded that the State Bar has deferred to sections 
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for their decisions on this issue. But the State Bar has emphasized that it expects all sections to 

comply with all related state laws, executive orders, and regulations. When Mr. Shrikian asked if 

the State Bar has virtual resources, Mr. Rockey replied that it probably does but at a cost. But he 

has not communicated with the State Bar on that question yet. The attendees agreed that we 

should reach out to the State Bar on that question.  

Mr. Witus asserted the value of in-person events. He proposed to start the Fall Forum as a 

live, in-person event and then add virtual capabilities. He mentioned that the Jaffe Raitt 

boardroom is good for social distancing. Mr. Rockey suggested that if safe and permissible, the 

Fall Forum should be in-person at least as an option. He recognized that regarding event 

logistics, planning for a virtual event up front is easier. He stated that if we conceptualize the Fall 

Fourm as a virtual event, changing it to a live event or adding a live option would be easy. He 

then stated that if we conceptualize the Fall Forum as a live event, changing it to a virtual event 

would be difficult. Mr. Shrikian pointed out that virtual events have many technical aspects, and 

we are not technical wizards. Mr. Burzych suggested that we reserve the rooms for an in-person 

event but plan the Fall Forum as a virtual event. Mr. Shrikian noted that many event locations 

would be available in September. Mr. Rockey suggested that we ask Mr. Steinberg to reserve 

rooms at Jaffe Raitt. Mr. Witus agreed do so. Mr. Shrikian called our attention to number of 

attendees limits on platforms, like a 50-person limit. Mr. Rockey will reach out to the State Bar 

on the technical aspects.  

After more discussion, the attendees agreed to plan the Fall Fourm as a virtual event and 

if coronavirus conditions improve, convert to an in-person event. Despite this uncertainty, we 

can send eblast a Save the Date message soon. The attendees recognized that if the event is  
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event is only virtual, we cannot replace its networking feature. We would have to focus on the 

event’s substance only.  

The attendees turned to Fall Forum subjects. At our last meeting, we had decided on two 

 presentations—one for antitrust, one for franchising. Mr. Lederman said that the franchising 

event subject should not be a coronavirus-related subject, since by then, most people would be 

tired of these subjects. Mr. Rockey reminded everyone of the topic that was suggested at the last 

meeting: hot topics in franchising employment law. Mr. Witus informed us that Stuart Bordman 

had a long-time interest in franchising-related labor and employment issues. Mr. Witus suggested 

focusing on pragmatic business experiences and issues. He also suggested Ron Solis as a 

speaker. Mr. Shrikian endorsed Mr. Solis as a good speaker choice. Mr. Witus suggested that due 

to travel concerns arising from the coronavirus crisis, a local speaker would be best, thus 

eliminating travel issues. He added that Jaffe Raitt likely has available speakers in that area. Mr. 

Rockey proposed that we may want to let the speakers drive the final topic, perhaps letting them 

tell“stories from the trenches.” Mr. Lederman suggested a panel of speakers, because we can get 

several good speakers, and they will be ready to go. Mr. Witus agreed. Mr. Shrikian suggested 

putting up four people on the screen with one moderator and three speakers. He added that 

PowerPoint turns people off and a panel avoids the need for that. The moderator could take 

questions as the event attendees ask them. Based on past events several attendees praised Mr. 

Witus as a great moderator. When they asked him to moderate, he responded that he would be 

glad to do so.  

Regarding panelists, Mr. Witus also suggested contacting Dean Heyl, who has left IFA to 

become the US Department of Labor’s Deputy Director of Communications. Mr. Rockey 

suggested a fireside chat mode, featuring discussions between the moderator and Mr. Heyl if that 
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was the route we decided to go. Mr. Shrikian suggested putting Mr. Heyl on the panel. Mr. Witus 

replied that the practical issues of doing so are pronounced and overwhelming. However, Mr. 

Heyl can do a 15-minute presentation on legislative issues as part of a broader program. Mr. 

Rockey suggested that if we invite a high level regulator, giving him the spotlight, rather than 

just 15 minutes, would be better. But a panel of three employment-oriented franchise lawyers 

would also be good, but perhaps we would not want to combine the two given the program is 

only one hour. Mr. Forrest suggested Lizzie Mills as a panelist if we went the panel route.   

  Regarding the Antitrust Presentation, Mr. Lederman proposed a presentation on a Biden 

Administration versus a Second Trump Administration on antitrust enforcement. Mr. Rockey 

suggested getting an Assistant Attorney General in antitrust enforcement to speak on 

enforcement at the state level, including the hot topic of price gouging and the states involvement 

in multi-state enforcement, such as the the AT&T/T-Mobile antitrust case. Mr. Shrikian 

supported price fixing as a current subject. He believes that some producers are taking advantage 

of the coronavirus crisis to fix prices, and he suggested asking a US Department of Justice 

antitrust lawyer if we went that route. Mr. Shrikian also suggested that with virtual meeting, we 

would have a better chance of getting such a lawyer. Mr. Rockey mentioned that many non-

coronavirus antitrust subjects are available. So, we try to get such a DOJ speaker or panelist. Mr. 

Lederman said that we must move fast on DOJ panelists or speakers. Mr. Rockey, Mr. Shrikian, 

and Mr. Lederman continued discussing travel and technology as they relate to speakers or 

panelists.   

 For our Fall Forum, the attendees agreed on the following action items: Mr. Rockey will 

reach out to the State Bar. Mr. Witus will reach out to Mr. Steinberg and to Jaffe Raitt labor and 

employment person. He emailed Mr. Steinberg from our meeting. Mr. Rockey will reach out to 
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to a possible speaker from a regulator. The attendees agreed to line up speakers or panelists by 

our next meeting, then to agree on event subjects, e-blast a Save the Date message, lock down 

the virtual event’s rooms and technology, and finalize the event title and publicity methods. 

STATE BAR LEADERSHIP FORUM 

 Due to the coronavirus crisis, the State Bar cancelled this event. As of our meeting date, 

the State Bar had not rescheduled the event, even with Zoom or similar media. 

FRANCHISE PRACTITIONERS GROUP 

An Mr. Lederman has emailed group members suggesting June 19, 2020 and June 26, 

2020. The next meeting will probably occur on June 26, 2020. It will be a Zoom meeting.  

SECTION OFFICERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Chairperson: Cody D. Rockey.  

Vice Chairperson: Brian Witus. 

Secretary: Howard Yale Lederman. 

Treasurer: Mark J. Burzych 

TERM ENDING 2020: 
 

1. John A. Forrest P33318, Okomos. 
2. Robert Edgar Murkowski P73381, Detroit. 
3. Gary M. Remer P57230, Bloomfield Hills. 
4. Movses J. Shrikian P39710, Madison Heights.  
 

TERM ENDING 2021: 
 

1. David L. Steinberg P32247, Southfield. 
2. Howard Yale Lederman P36840, Bloomfield Hills. 
3. Bethany Elaine Karsten P78849, East Lansing.  
4. Briar Shawn Siljander P76834, Highland. 

 
TERM ENDING 2022: 

 
1. Mark J. Burzych P43793, Okemos. 
2. Cale A. Johnson P78032, Bloomfield Hills. 
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3. Cody D. Rockey P78653, Ann Arbor. 
4. Brian Witus P53062, Birmingham.  

OTHER COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

1. Immediate Past Chairperson: Briar Shawn Siljander P76834, Highland. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 When the Treasurer’s Report becomes available, I will incorporate it into these minutes.   
 

FUTURE SECTION COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
 NOTE: UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, ALL MEETINGS MARKED “IN-PERSON” 
WILL BE TELEPHONE OR ZOOM MEETINGS.  
 
 June 12, 2020: Telephone. 
 

July 17, 2020: In-Person. 
 

August 21, 2020: Telephone. 
 
September 24, 2020: In-Person. 
 
November 6, 2020: Telephone.  
 
December 2020: Holiday Event. 
 
All meetings, except the September 24, 2020 meeting, will begin at 12:00 Noon.  

 
 
 
 
 
Dated: June 11, 2020   /s/Howard Yale Lederman 

Howard Yale Lederman  
Section Secretary 

     838 West Long Lake Road, Suite 100   
     Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302 
     (248) 639-4696 (Office);  
     (248) 561-0559 (Cell)      
     hledermanlaw@gmail.com 
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