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ANTITRUST, FRANCHISING & TRADE REGULATION SECTION 
 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

MAY 1, 2009 SECTION MEETING MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER, ATTENDEES, & MINUTES 
 

At about 12:00 Noon, Chairperson Rick Juckniess called the meeting to order at 
Dickinson Wright, 301 East Liberty Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104, (734) 623-7075. 
Besides Mr. Juckniess, the meeting attendees were:  
 
 Vice Chairperson: Blair Renfro  
 
 Secretary: Howard Lederman 

 
Treasurer: David Janis 
 
James Adams (Telephone) 
 
Stuart Bordman 
 
Justin Hakala  
 
Brock Swartzle 
 

 Pahl Zinn 
 
 The attendees approved last meeting’s minutes.   
 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 At the April 3, 2009, the attendees set a May 10, 2009 draft article deadline and a 
May 24, 2009 final article deadline for the next e-newsletter. Mr. Juckniess, Ms. Kaur, 
and Mr. Lederman had committed to writing articles. They are working on their articles. 
The attendees agreed to include a preliminary notice in the e-newsletter on the upcoming 
Fall 2009 franchise law and practice seminar. For future e-newsletters, including the 
above upcoming e-newsletter, Professor Cernak of the University of Michigan Law 
School will solicit student articles.  
 
 The conferees also discussed the upcoming section member directory. Mr. 
Juckniess and Mr. Hakala have been continuing work on the directory. Mr. Hakala 
reported that the estimated cost for producing 24 pages was $770, and the estimated cost 
for mail and printing was $300. The conferees discussed whether to publish an annual or 
biannual directory. In the near future, we would solicit section members to list 
themselves in the directory. Mr. Hakala mentioned several photo size choices, like 2 x 2 
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and 3 x 3. The conferees also discussed contents and word limits and agreed that 
development of a sample listing would be desirable and essential. Finally, the conferees 
agreed to fund this project.  
 
 In response to Mr. Juckniess’ feedback from Larry King of the State Bar that 
according to its records, Mr. Adams remains Publications Committee Chairperson, Mr. 
Lederman has emailed Mr. King that Mr. Bordman and Mr. Lederman are the committee 
co-chairpersons.  

 
FRANCHISE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
 Regarding the Fall 2009 franchising seminar, Mr. Lederman and Mr. Bordman 
reported that they were continuing to plan the seminar, that they would meet shortly on 
subjects, format, date, and other matters. At the meeting, they will discuss the boundary 
between their presentations, their relation, and their common elements. Also, they will set 
the seminar date, a Thursday or Friday date during the October 15, 2009-November 20, 
2009 time period. The selected date will be compatible with the interstate antitrust 
seminar scheduled for November 8, 2009 and outlined below. The franchising seminar 
will be a half-day seminar at the Hotel Baronette-Novi, Michigan location. Mr. Lederman 
will contact the hotel and finalize arrangements. Mr. Herrmann will be contacting them 
regarding his seminar participation. Efforts to arrange for Mr. Lehman’s and Mr. Cutlip’s 
participation as seminar speakers will continue.    
 

To review, Mr. Bordman will speak on franchise registration and related matters, 
Mr. Lederman will speak on franchisee claims on franchise termination and franchisor 
defenses to those claims, excluding antitrust claims and defenses,  Mr. Juckniess will 
speak on antitrust law developments impacting on franchise law., Mr. Herrmann or Mr. 
Cutlip will speak on vehicle dealerships (What obligations do vehicle 
manufacturers/franchisors have to vehicle dealers/franchisees?). Mr. Lehman will be 
speaking on another antitrust subject.  
 

EDUCATION/SEMINAR COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 Regarding the Fall 2009 Franchising Seminar, see the above Franchise Committee 
Report. 
 
 Concerning the Real Estate Multi-Listing Service Antitrust Webinar, Mr. Janis 
will set a date and arrange for preparation of a webinar outline and an eblast to publicize 
the webinar.  As the conferees had agreed at an earlier meeting, the webinar will also 
have a call-in phone number for individuals unable to attend in person to attend by phone.  
 

Mr. Juckniess informed the attendees that Ohio and Pennnsylvania state bar 
sections similar to our section were asking other state bars sections, including our section 
and Indiana’s, whether they wanted to participate in a joint antitrust seminar in 
Columbus, Ohio on November 8, 2009. The Ohio section has been holding an antitrust 
section seminar, an institute, for 30 years. Mr. Juckniess expressed his interest in an 
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antitrust seminar. He recognized that while the severe recession would impact on 
attendance, the joint seminar could be valuable. He also noted that by helping to plan the 
seminar, our section would have input into the format and contents. He asked attendees if 
they were interested in joining a planning committee. Mr. Lederman and Mr. Renfro 
expressed interest in joining the committee.  

 
NEW STUDENT ASSISTANT 

 
 Mr. Hakala mentioned that Professor Calkins of the Wayne State University Law 
School was conducting an antitrust law class during the Spring 2009 semester. He 
suggested soliciting class members for the new student assistant position. Mr. Juckniess 
and Mr. Hakala will prepare and email new student assistant materials. Mr. Hakala will 
also solicit and recommend potential new student assistant candidates.    

 
FUTURE EVENTS 

 
 Mr. Juckniess has eblasted May 21, 2009 DIA final outing information. His hard 
copy mailing will go out shortly. He emphasized that all section members need to RSVP 
to him as soon as possible so that he can the DIA the final estimated headcount.   
 
 Mr. Lederman stated that he had played Frisbee golf and reviewed possible 
locations relating to his Frisbee golf outing idea. He will suggest a location and date 
range soon.  
 
 Mr. Janis reported that a Comerica Park suite for a Detroit Tigers game would 
cost about $1500.00. Suites seat 12, 18, or 24 people. The ticket cost would be $45-$70 
per person. The conferees agreed that a ball game would be a good way to restart section 
interest for Fall 2009. Mr. Janis will obtain more details and furnish them at the next 
meeting.   
 
 Mr. Juckniess informed the conferees that the State Bar of Michigan would hold a 
Leadership Conference for section chairpersons and vice chairpersons on June 11-13, 
2009. He stated that $600 was the estimated attendance cost for registration and hotel 
accommodations. On his motion, the conferees approved this expenditure.  
 
  PRESENT SECTION COUNCIL MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
 
 Under the Bylaws, Article III, Section 2, “[a]t each annual meeting of the Section, 
four council members shall be elected for a term of three years….”  
 
 The conferees voted to expand the section council membership this year to 
include three members willing to serve and contribute to the section. These members 
were David Graham, Mitch Rapp, and Bob Wierenga.  
 

As of this date, the following Section Members and Officers are Council 
Members:  
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 James Adams: Third Year.  
 
 Stuart Bordman: Third Year.  
 
 David Grand Second Year. 
 
 Howard Iwrey: Third Year.  
 
 Fred Herrmann: Third Year. 
 
 David Janis: Third Year. 
 
 Rick Juckniess: Third Year. 
 
 Atleen Kaur: Second Year.  
 
 Howard Lederman: Third Year.  
 
 Paul Novak: Third Year.  
 
 Mitch Rapp: Third Year.  
 
 Blair Renfro: Second Year.  
 
 Bob Wierenga: Second Year.  
  

OTHER BUSINESS 
  

Mr. Lederman called the attendees’ attention to the need to circulate any proposed 
section bylaws changes to section members at least 30 days before the annual State Bar 
of Michigan meeting. He will check the specific circulation requirements.  

 
At the September 19, 2008 annual section meeting, Mr. Zinn stated that he would 

review and suggest bylaws amendment procedure revisions and present his suggested 
revisions at the 2009 annual section meeting.  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 Mr. Janis reported that as of March 31, 2009, the section treasury had $43,256.00. 
  

NEXT MEETING 
 
 The next section meeting will be on Thursday, June 18, 2009, at 6:00 PM at Fifth 
Avenue Ballroom and Billiards, 25750 Novi Road, Novi, Michigan 48375, (248) 735-
4011. NOTE: On May 22, 2009, the officers agreed to change the next section meeting 
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to Miller, Canfield, Paddock & Stone, PLC, 101 North Main Street, Seventh Floor, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan 48104, (734) 668-8924.  

 
 
____________________________________ 

      Howard Yale Lederman, Section Secretary 
      219 Elm Street, Birmingham, MI 48009 
      (248) 642-3600  
      lederman@normanyatooma.com 
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