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ANTITRUST, FRANCHISING, AND TRADE REGULATION SECTION 

CALL TO ORDER, ATTENDEES, & MINUTES 

On March 23, 2018, at about 12:10 PM, Chairperson Cale Johnson called the meeting to 
order. Besides Mr. Johnson, the meeting attendees were: 

 
Briar Siljander, Vice Chairperson; 
 
Howard Lederman, Secretary;  

Cody Rocky, Council Member; 

David Steinberg, Former Chairperson; 

Brian Witus, Council Member. 

Mark Burzych, Council Member. 

Moe Shrikian, Council Member. 

The conferees approved the February 23, 2018 section meeting minutes.  

PUBLICATIONS REPORT 

Since the Michigan Bar Journal has published all five section articles from last year, there 

is no new report.  

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT & DISCUSSION ON UPCOMING SECTION EVENTS 

 Mr. Johnson focused on beginning to plan our section’s events for the next quarter and 

the fall. At the March 3, 2018 Franchise Practitioners Group meeting, the attendees discussed 

possible franchising events and decided on a tentative June 1, 2018 date. At the section meeting, 

Mr. Shrikian and Mr. Steinberg said that they could not make that date. After some discussion, 

the conferees agreed that the earliest possible date would be in late June. Regarding summer 

events, Mr. Shrikian stated that based on his experience, June was the best summer month for 

events, July was the second best, and August was the worst. Compared to other possible months, 

more people vacation in July and August than in June and other months.  
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 Mr. Shrikian will contact the International Franchising Association (IFA) for potential 

franchising event speakers. He suggested three possible speakers. Mr. Lederman will contact 

other franchising contacts for the same. Mr. Steinberg also suggested a speaker. Mr. Shrikian 

said that he had an antitrust idea to pursue.  

 Mr. Johnson and Mr. Rocky summarized our February 23, 2018 section meeting ideas on 

how to increase event attendance. Mr. Johnson suggested doing a larger event and some smaller 

events. For the smaller events, he suggested finding a section member as a speaker willing to talk 

about a recent case, event, hot topic, or other franchise law development. Mr. Steinberg agreed 

with that approach. Mr. Johnson mentioned that increasing attendance for the big event takes 

time. He also mentioned that the franchise practitioners group was a good place to begin 

implementing the new smaller event ideas.  

 Mr. Shrikian emphasized that publicizing all events to all section members was crucial. 

He suggested that events would get crossover attendance, meaning that antitrust events would get 

some franchising section members’ attendance, and that franchising events would get some 

antitrust section members’ attendance. Mr. Steinberg agreed. He said that having the State Bar 

publicize our events is important. Mr. Johnson stated that we need to publicize event and 

meeting dates on the SBM Connect calendar and decide on four dates a year for the smaller 

events. He also stated that publicizing all events and section meeting minutes on SBM Connect is 

essential. Mr. Steinberg emphasized that all-out marketing of our events is crucial. Mr. 

Lederman pointed out that quarterly events would mean less contact with section members than 

bi-monthly or similar events. Mr. Steinberg responded that section members and section council 

members were too busy to commit to a schedule beyond quarterly events. Mr. Lederman cited 
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the need to have meetings to plan the quarterly events. The conferees also discussed the need for 

a marketing plan to publicize the events.  

 Mr. Rocky suggested that we plan the first event(s), publicize it or them, and emphasize 

to people that we will hold quarterly events from then on. Mr. Shrikian emphasized that our 

quarterly events should be on a consistent day of the week and month, like the third Friday of the 

designated month. He also suggested that council members and other active section members 

split into pairs, with each pair planning one event. Each pair of planners will plan one event, 

including setting its date, format, and subject. Mr. Lederman raised the subject of the section 

members responding on the survey that they wanted to volunteer to help plan and hold events. 

Mr. Johnson responded that he would reach out to these volunteers and to all section members 

for this purpose. On April 9, 2018, he posted a call for volunteers on SBM Connect.  

 Regarding the big event, Mr. Lederman and Mr. Shrikian suggested October as a good 

big event month. Mr. Steinberg pointed out that we need to avoid any conflict with the ABA 

Forum on Franchising’s October Franchising Meeting. That meeting date is October 10, 2018. 

The conferees agreed on an October 2018 big event month. Since the meeting, Mr. Johnson has 

set an October 4, 2018 big event date featuring antitrust and franchising speakers.  

 Mr. Johnson mentioned the need for a new logo for our SBM Connect page. Mr. Shrikian 

responded that the State Bar can create one. He also stated that we should use the same logo for 

our SBM Connect and LinkedIn pages. Since the meeting, Mr. Shrikian, Mr. Siljander, and Mr. 

Rocky have talked with the State Bar about our section logo. The State Bar has responded that it 

can create a section logo and put it on our SBM Connect and LinkedIn pages. The conferees also 

discussed possible mission statement changes.  
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 Mr. Rocky reported on his positive contacts with the State Bar on marketing assistance. 

The State Bar can prepare and mail event flyers and similar materials. He, Mr. Siljander, and Mr. 

Shrikian will follow up on pricing. In response to our earlier question, as a section council, we 

have almost unrestricted abilities to contact our section members. Mr. Rocky and Mr. Siljander 

then focused on the State Bar’s event checklist called a Seminar Checklist. On March 23, 2018, 

Mr. Siljander emailed this form to all section council members. Mr. Siljander suggested that 

include a headline to increase event interest. The attendees also discussed the other form content 

items. Mr. Siljander informed us that once we decide on event dates, formats, and subjects, we 

can then complete the form, and the State Bar will aid us in uploading these into LinkedIn.  

 Regarding other event-related social media items, Mr. Shrikian has been focusing on 

LinkedIn. His company’s marketing department can help modernize our LinkedIn site. We need 

to provide LinkedIn content. One attendee suggested making the entire council the administrator. 

Mr. Shrikian will see if that is feasible. Mr. Johnson suggested that we should first modernize 

our site and then invite people to our site. Mr. Lederman suggested that since in the past several 

years, some section members have become inactive or less active, while others have become 

active or more active, we need to update our LinkedIn Group. Mr. Shrikian replied that updating 

our LinkedIn Group was not possible, but that adding individuals to our group was possible. Mr. 

Siljander asked if we wanted our LinkedIn Group to be public or private. Mr. Johnson favored a 

public group, because we do not have time to screen individuals to keep it private. Several other 

attendees said that a public site would help us get new members.  

FRANCHISE PRACTITIONERS GROUP 

 On March 2, 2018, the Franchise Practitioners Group met and focused on upcoming 

franchise events.  The attendees agreed on the need to publicize our events by at least three 



 5 

means: Emails to section members, postings on LinkedIn, and postings on SBM Connect. Mr. 

Siljander stated that he and others would review the State Bar’s Section Event Checklist and 

finalize the template. The conferees agreed on the need to set event dates, formats, and subjects 

and then e-blast a save the date email to all section members, post the save the date message on 

LinkedIn, and post it on SBM Connect. Mr. Siljander suggested that pairs of group members 

plan each small franchising event. He also suggested that at each event, flyers for the next event 

should be available. The conferees also discussed reaching out to the IFA and other franchising 

group for speakers and subject ideas. Mr. Lederman suggested national speakers for big events 

and regional and local speakers for small events. Mr. Forrest suggested that for events of interest 

to non-lawyers, we prepare digital flyers appealing to them. Non-lawyers would include our 

firms’ franchising clients, franchisees, franchisors, or others. His marketing department can 

prepare these flyers. Mr. Lederman will ask if the State Bar can prepare digital flyers for 

potential non-lawyer attendees. He will also ask certain group members if their firms’ marketing 

departments can prepare these flyers.   

ANTITRUST EVENT 

 Mr. Johnson reported that he has not heard back from the Business Law Section on this 

proposed joint event. So, we will plan our own antitrust event.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

 The attendees discussed the Franchise Practitioners Group-Section relation. All attendees 

agreed that the group was not separate from the section, and that any section member could 

attend its meetings. All attendees agreed on publicizing the group events and meetings to all 

section members.  

SOCIAL EVENTS 
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At the February 23, 2018, the attendees had discussed a few proposed social events. Mr. 

Lederman suggested a section outing to see the Utica Unicorns minor league baseball team. 

Another attendee suggested a section outing to see a Detroit Tigers game. Mr. Rockey suggested 

an MGM outing with lunch at Tap’s. Mr. Johnson suggested an outing at his firm. We will 

continue to discuss these alternatives and any other ideas at our next meeting.  

SECTION COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 Our section’s council members are:  
 

TERM EXPIRING 2018: 
 

1. Hassana Daouk 
2. Brian Witus  
3. Cody Rockey  

 
TERM EXPIRING 2019: 

1. Mark J. Burzych 
2. Paul Fransway 
3. Robert E. Murkowski 

 
TERM EXPIRING 2020: 

 
1. John Forrest  
2. Gary Remer  
3. Moe Shrikian  

 
OTHER SECTION COUNCIL MEMBERS 

1. Immediate Past Chairperson: David Steinberg. 
Ex-Officio Publications Editor: Vacant Note: With the State Bar Connect introduction 

and implementation, this position has ceased to exist. 
 

Mr. Johnson has a new prospective section council member for next month, Melanie 

Shield.  

 SECTION OFFICERS INFORMATION 

 President: Cale Johnson 
 Vice President: Briar Siljander 
 Secretary: Howard Lederman 
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 Treasurer: Alexander Blum 

FUTURE SECTION COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 

May 4, 2018 Meeting: Telephone 

June 8, 2018 Meeting: In-Person 

July 20, 2018: Telephone 

August 24, 2018: In-Person 

September 28, 2018: In Person 

November 9, 2018: Telephone 

December 2018: Holiday Event. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

In, 2018, Mr. Johnson received the Treasurer’s Report. According to the report, our 

section treasury has $29,862.92. Also, we have 256 members, including 209 paying members, 

one law student, and 46 non-paying members.  

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be a telephone meeting. Mr. Johnson will email call-in 

instructions.  

 
Dated: April 28, 2018   /s/Howard Yale Lederman, Section Secretary 
     838 West Long Lake Road, Suite 100   
     Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302 
     (248) 639-4696 (Office);  
     (248) 561-0559 (Cell)      
     hledermanlaw@gmail.com 
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