
ANTITRUST, FRANCHISING, AND TRADE REGULATION SECTION 

CALL TO ORDER, ATTENDEES, & MINUTES 

On January 18, 2018 at about 12:10 PM, Chairperson Cale Johnson called the 
meeting to order. Besides Mr. Johnson, the meeting attendees were: 

 
Briar Siljander, Vice Chairperson; 
 
Howard Lederman, Secretary;  

Cody Rocky, Council Member; 

David Steinberg, Former Chairperson; 

John Forrest, Section Member; 

The minutes for the November 10, 2017 meeting were not yet prepared. 

PUBLICATIONS REPORT 

Since the Michigan Bar Journal has published all five section articles from last 

year, there is no new report.  

FRANCHISE PRACTITIONERS GROUP & FRANCHISING EVENT 
 
 At its November 17, 2017 meeting, the group discussed and agreed to hold a 2018 

event. The group will plan and hold this event. The group discussed feedback and ideas 

resulting from the October 6, 2017 franchising event. The group was positive on the 

program’s format, speakers, and activities. The group also discussed other possible panel 

discussion subjects. Mr. Steinberg reported that Dean Heyl has left the International 

Franchising Association (IFA) and gone to the US Department of Labor. 

Since attendance was down from earlier events, the group focused on marketing 

to increase attendance. Mr. Siljander suggested relying less on e-blasts. He also suggested 

a colorful one-page sheet on the event communicating Who, What, Where—The Basics 

and Benefits. He suggested sending the brochure to franchise brokers and talking with 



them about the event. Mr. Witus suggested a trade magazine ad. He suggested advertising 

in trade magazines like Franchise World, IFA magazine, and similar publications. Mr. 

Lederman and Mr. Witus suggested getting more marketing help and not relying on e-

blasts alone.  

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT—SECTION SURVEY 

Since the last meeting, Mr. Johnson has prepared a calendar for 2018 section 

meetings. He has also prepared and emailed a section survey to section members. The 

aim is to find out what kind of section services members need and want and how the 

section can meet their needs and wants. In the 10-12 days before the meeting, he had 

received 34 responses. Mr. Johnson discussed some initial Survey Monkey Section 

survey results. They showed that 50% of respondents were in their 30s or 40s and had 

graduated law school in the 2000s. Since the section has 190 members, many more 

responses were outstanding. He stated that he would circulate the final survey results.  

On January 31, 2018, Mr. Johnson circulated the final survey results. Forty (40) 

members responded to the survey. Their responses’ highlights are: 

Fifty (50) % have their primary offices in Metro Detroit. 

Fifteen (15)% have their primary offices in Downtown Detroit.   

Seventeen and a-half (17.5)% have their primary offices in Ann Arbor.  

Twelve and a-half (12.5)% have their primary offices in Metro Grand Rapids. 

The remaining five (5%) have their primary offices in Lansing or elsewhere in the 

Lower Peninsula.  

Most respondents were in their 30s and 40s, but their was a wide age spectrum. 

There was also a wide law school graduation spectrum.  



Regarding firm size, forty-two and a-half (42.5) percent practiced in large firms.  

Twenty-two and a-half (22.5)% practiced as in-house counsel.  

Fifteen (15%) percent practiced in medium firms. 

Five (5%) percent practiced in small firms.  

Twelve and a-half (12.5)% practiced as solo practitioners.  

The respondents reported that twenty-six (26)% of their work involves antitrust 

law, twenty-three (23)% involves franchise law, and eight (8)% involves trade regulation 

law.  

According to the respondents, thirty-two (32)% would find in-person educational 

programming very valuable, thirty-five (35)% valuable, twenty (20)% somewhat 

valuable, and twelve and a-half (12.5)% not valuable.  

According to the respondents, forty (40)% would find written educational content, 

like bar journal articles, other articles, and other educational materials, very valuable, 

forty (40)% would find it valuable, twelve and a-half (12.5)% would find it somewhat 

valuable, and seven and a-half (7.5)% not valuable.  

According to the respondents, five (5)% would find legislative work or advocacy 

very valuable, twelve and a-half (12.5)% valuable, forty-seven and a-half (47.5)% 

somewhat valuable, and thirty-five (35)% not valuable.  

According to the respondents, zero (0)% would find active discussion through 

SBM Connect very valuable, about thirty-two (32)% would find it valuable, about forty-

five (45)% would find it somewhat valuable, and about twenty-four (24)% would find it 

not valuable.  



The respondents reported that twenty-seven and a-half (27.5)% of them would 

find resuming publication of a periodic newsletter containing summaries of recent 

Michigan developments, cases, and the like very valuable, forty-two (42)% valuable, 

twenty-five (25)% somewhat valuable, and five (5)% not valuable.  

Of the 40 survey respondents, 28 did not respond to the section asking what kinds 

of section benefits they would like to see. The 12 respondents mentioned a variety of 

benefits ranging from legal updates and continuing legal education events to networking 

events and social events.  

Of the 40 survey respondents, thirty-three (33)% had attended at least one section 

event in the past two years, while sixty-seven (67)% had not done so.  

The main reasons for non-attendance ranged from inconvenient location (twenty-

four (24)% to inconvenient time (twenty-four (24)% to lack of advance notice and 

publicity (thirty-nine (39)%) to subject matter not of interest (thirty-four (34)%) to other 

reasons, like being too busy, having a schedule conflict, and some others, (twenty-four 

(24)%).  

Regarding section event locations and respondents’ likelihood of attending 

section events, the respondents reported that sixty-nine (69)% were likely to attend Ann 

Arbor events, sixty-nine (69)% were likely to attend Downtown Detroit events, sixty-

seven (67)% were likely to attend Metro Detroit events, twenty (20)% were likely to 

attend Metro Grand Rapids events, and twenty-three (23)% were likely to attend Metro 

Lansing events.  

Concerning section event times and respondents’ likelihood of attending section 

events, the respondents reported that thirty-six (36)% were likely to attend morning 



events beginning at 9:00 AM, fifty-one (51)% were likely to attend lunchtime events 

beginning at 12:00 noon, 49% were likely to attend happy hour events beginning at 5:00 

PM, and thirty-six (36)% were likely to attend evening events beginning at 7:00 PM.  

Fifty (50)% of the respondents stated that they were interested in participating in 

section social or networking events with other section members.  

Regarding what would encourage respondents to participate more in section 

events or activities, only 11 respondents responded. The responses ranged from no other 

section acts to encourage such participation (five respondents) to location and programs 

on marijuana facilities licensing act regulations to less about franchising to programs and 

presentations on more expansive subjects like consumer protection and data privacy.  

Similarly on which particular subjects respondents would like to see the section 

cover at upcoming programs or events, 18 respondents responded. Their responses 

ranged from more antitrust to international franchising to marijuana facilities licensing 

act regulations to issues relevant to in-house practice to antitrust issues in healthcare to 

how to protect a franchisee’s interests.  

Concerning which website or social media options respondents want the section 

to use to communicate section activities and event and to promote interaction among 

section members, forty-seven (47)% of respondents would prefer the SBM Connect 

website, thirty-nine (39)% were neutral, eight (8)% would not prefer the SBM Connect 

website, and about five and a-half (5.5)% would not use SBM Connect. Forty-three 

(43)% would prefer LinkedIn, thirty-seven (37)% were neutral, six (6)% would not prefer 

LinkedIn, and fourteen (14)% would not use LinkedIn. Nine (9)% would prefer 

Facebook, Nine (9)% were neutral, thirty-one (31)% would not prefer Facebook, and 



fifty-one (51)% would not use Facebook. Six (6)% would prefer Twitter, twenty-three 

(23)% were neutral, twenty (20)% would not prefer Twitter, and fifty-one (51)% would 

not use Twitter. Many participants described email as the most efficient communication 

means.  

Regarding whether they were willing to volunteer to help the section, 23 

respondents responded. Of them, forty-eight (48)% were willing to serve on the section 

council, thirty-five (35)% were willing to help organize educational events, seventeen 

(17)% were willing to help organize social events, seventy (70) percent were willing to 

serve as an event speaker or panel member, forty-three (43)% were willing to write or 

edit educational content, and thirteen (13)% were willing to facilitate SBM Connect 

discussions, by curating and distributing content.  

Six respondents offered additional suggestions ranging from short lunchtime 

programs, formation of a group devoted to motor vehicle dealership franchise law, and 

compliments on Mr. Johnson’s survey idea.    

ANTITRUST LAW EVENT 
 
Section members are working on the Antitrust Law event outlined in last year’s 

meeting minutes. 

OTHER 

The attendees discussed reaching out to grow the section to trade regulation 

lawyers and lawyers practicing outside Metro Detroit. 

SECTION COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 Our section’s council members are:  
 

TERM EXPIRING 2018: 



 
1. Hassana Daouk 
2. Brian Witus  
3. Cody Rockey  

 
TERM EXPIRING 2019: 

1. Mark J. Burzych 
2. Alex Blum 
3. Paul Fransway 
4. Robert E. Murkowski 

 
TERM EXPIRING 2020: 

 
1. John Forrest  
2. Gary Remer  
3. Moe Shrikian  
 

OTHER SECTION COUNCIL MEMBERS 

1. Immediate Past Chairperson: David Steinberg. 
Ex-Officio Publications Editor: Vacant Note: With the State Bar Connect 

introduction and implementation, this position has ceased to exist. 
 

SECTION OFFICERS INFORMATION 

 President: Cale Johnson 
 Vice President: Briar Siljander 
 Secretary: Howard Lederman 
 Treasurer: Alexander Blum 

FUTURE SECTION COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 

February 23, 2018 Meeting: In-Person 

March 23, 2018 Meeting: Telephone 

May 4, 2018 Meeting: Telephone 

June 8, 2018 Meeting: In-Person 

July 20, 2018: Telephone 

August 24, 2018: In-Person 

September 28, 2018: Uncertain (Annual State Bar Meeting) 



November 9, 2018: In-Person 

December 2018: Holiday Event.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

NEXT MEETING 

 The next meeting will be a telephone meeting. Mr. Johnson will email 

call-in instructions.  

 

 

 
 
Dated: February 17, 2018  /s/Howard Yale Lederman, Section Secretary 
     838 West Long Lake Road, Suite 100  
     Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302 
     (248) 639-4696 (Office);  
     (248) 561-0559 (Cell)     
     hledermanlaw@gmail.com 
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