
 

 

BYLAWS OF THE ANTITRUST, FRANCHISING & TRADE REGULATION  
SECTION OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

April 2020 
 

ARTICLE I 
NAME AND PURPOSE 

 
SECTION 1. This Section shall be known as the Antitrust, Franchising & Trade Regulation Section of the 
State Bar of Michigan. 
 
SECTION 2. The purposes of this Section shall be to study the laws and procedures pertaining to federal 
and state regulation of commerce, including the antitrust laws and other laws related to trade regulation, 
franchises and dealerships; to promote the fair and just administration of said laws; to study and report 
upon proposed legislation; to promote the legal education of state bar members and the general public on 
issues relating to antitrust, trade regulation, franchises, and dealerships by sponsoring meetings, institutes 
and conferences devoted to the discussion of said laws and by the preparation and dissemination of  
materials relating to antitrust, trade regulation, franchises and dealerships. 
 

ARTICLE II 
SECTION MEMBERSHIP 

 
SECTION 1.  Any member of the State Bar of Michigan in good standing shall be eligible to be a member 
of the Section.  Such member, upon payment to the State Bar of Michigan of annual dues in an amount 
that shall be determined annually by the Council, shall become a Member. Any Member whose annual dues 
are more than six months past due shall thereupon cease to be a Member. Members so enrolled and whose 
dues are so paid shall constitute the membership of the Section. Membership shall be subject the bylaws 
of the State Bar of Michigan.  
 
SECTION 2. Newly admitted members to the State Bar of Michigan, upon written request, shall become 
Members for the balance of the fiscal year in which application is made, without payment of dues to the 
Section. 
 

ARTICLE III 
COUNCIL 

 
SECTION 1. There shall be an administrative council of the Section consisting of twelve at large members 
to be elected by the Members. Such elected administrative council shall be known as the Council and the 
elected members at large shall be known as Council Members.  Additionally, the retiring Chair of the Council 
shall also be a Council Member and shall serve a one-year term with full voting privileges beginning on the 
first day of the next fiscal year after an election of CouncilCouncil Members as provided in Article III Section 
2. 
 
SECTION 2. At each annual meeting of the Section, four Council Members shall be elected by the Members 
for a term of three years beginning on the first day of the next fiscal year after such election.  Council 
Members also shall be elected to serve the remainder of the term of any vacancy then existing. 
 
SECTION 3. Nominations shall be made for Council Member positions and may be made at any annual or 
special meeting of the Section. Only members of the State Bar of Michigan who are in good standing and 
are members of the Section are eligible for nomination. 
 
SECTION 4. All elections of Council Members shall be by oral vote or other means reasonably calculated 
to accurately record vote calculations. Votes shall be recorded and disseminated by the Secretary or other 
presiding Officer. 
 
 
 



 

 

ARTICLE IV 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
SECTION 1.  The Council shall have four executive officers, who shall be known as Officers. The Officers 
shall consist of a Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
SECTION 2. Except as provided below, the election of Officers will occur at the Annual Meeting and after 
the election of Council Members. The serving Vice-Chair shall automatically succeed to the office of Chair 
and only the incoming Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected by the Council. If, at the time 
of the Annual Meeting, the Vice-Chair’s office is vacant, all Officers shall be elected by the Council. The 
Officers shall serve a one-year term beginning on the first day of the next fiscal year after their election and 
ending on the last day of such fiscal year or upon the election or appointment of their respective successors. 
 
SECTION 3. All elections of Officers shall be by oral vote or other means reasonably calculated to 
accurately record vote calculations. Votes shall be recorded and disseminated by the Secretary or other 
presiding Officer. 
 

ARTICLE V 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

 
SECTION 1. CHAIR. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Section and of the Council. She shall 
provide leadership to the Council in planning and coordinating the projects and activities of the Section, 
perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to her office, and formulate and present at each 
Annual Meeting of the State Bar of Michigan a report of the work of the Section for the then-past year. 
 
SECTION 2. VICE-CHAIR. The Vice-Chair elected by the Council shall automatically succeed to the office 
of Chair at the conclusion of her term as Vice-Chair, or earlier upon the existence of a vacancy in the office 
of Chair. In the event she succeeds the Chair prior to having served her full term as Vice-Chair, she shall, 
upon completion of the term of office of the prior Chair whom she succeeded, continue automatically as the 
Chair for an additional full term of Office. Absent such vacancy in the office of Chair, the Vice-Chair shall 
preside at meetings in the absence of the Chair and shall assist the Chair in planning and coordinating the 
projects and activities of the Section. 
 
SECTION 3. SECRETARY. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all books, papers, documents and other 
property of the Section except money and financial records. She shall keep a true record of the proceedings 
of all meetings of the Section and of the Council. She shall assist the Chair in the preparation of a summary 
or digest of the proceedings of the Section for publication in the annual report of the State Bar of Michigan. 
She shall preside at meetings in the absence of the Chair and the Vice-Chair and shall assist the Chair in 
planning and coordinating the projects and activities of the Section. 
 
SECTION 4. TREASURER. The Treasurer shall keep a true record of all moneys received and disbursed 
and report thereon to the Council whenever requested. Annually, the Treasurer shall submit a financial 
report for presentation to the members of the Section. She shall preside at meetings in the absence of the 
Chair, Vice-Chair or Secretary and shall assist the Chair in planning and coordinating the projects and 
activities of the Section. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE COUNCIL 

 
SECTION 1. The Council shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of the Section subject to 
the Supreme Court Rules Concerning the State Bar of Michigan and the Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan 
and the Bylaws of the Section. It shall authorize all commitments or contracts, which shall entail the payment 
of money, and shall authorize the expenditure of all moneys appropriated for the use or benefit of the 
Section. 
 



 

 

SECTION 2. The Council may authorize the Chair to appoint committees from Members to perform such 
duties and exercise such powers as the Council may direct, subject to the limitations of these Bylaws and 
the Bylaws of the State Bar of Michigan. The Chair may appoint the chairs and members of such committees 
and may, or on direction of the Council shall, remove any chair or member from such committees and fill 
vacancies on such committees created by any reason. 
 
SECTION 3. The Council, during the interim between any Annual Meeting, shall fill vacancies in the Council 
caused by an expansion of the number of seats on the Council or for any other reason, or in the offices of 
Secretary and Treasurer, or, in the event of a vacancy in both the office of Chair and Vice-Chair, then in 
the office of Chair. Members of the Council, and Officers, so elected shall serve until the close of the next 
annual meeting of the Section, at which the vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of their respective 
terms of special election conducted concurrently with the regular elections as provided in Article III herein. 
 
SECTION 4. The Chair shall, upon the request of any two Council Members (including herself), submit or 
cause to be submitted in writing to all Council Members any motion upon which the Council may be 
authorized to act. The Council Members may vote upon such motion by communicating their vote, in writing, 
over their respective signatures, to the Secretary, who shall record the vote of each Council Member along 
with the motion as submitted and when and at whose request the motion was submitted.  Any such motion 
shall be adopted if a majority of the Council Members vote in favor of such motion. 
 
SECTION 5. Council meetings may be called upon notice by the Chair.  Meetings shall also be called by 
the Chair upon the written request of any 5 members of the Council, which request shall be made at least 
7 days before the requested meeting. At least 3 business days’ notice of a meeting of the Council shall be 
given unless all the Members of the Council waive such notice. The notice shall state the date, time, and 
way such meeting shall be conducted.  Officers or Council Members shall be considered present at a 
meeting of the Council if they attend in person or participate by any method of communication which enables 
them to hear and otherwise communicate with one another and participate in such meeting.  At least 3 
members of the Council must be present to constitute a quorum. The Council shall act by motion made and 
seconded and only upon a majority vote of a quorum in favor of such motion and present at a meeting. 
 
SECTION 6. Any Council Member who fails to be present at four consecutive meetings of the Council may 
be removed as a Council Member upon a majority vote of the other Council Members. 
 

ARTICLE VII SECTION MEETINGS 
 
SECTION 1.  Each year, an annual meeting of the Section shall be held not more than 90 days before the 
end of the fiscal year of the Section and such meeting shall be designated as the Annual Meeting.  The 
date, time and place of the Annual Meeting shall be selected by the Council, with such agenda, programs 
or order of business as may be voted upon by the Council.  
 
SECTION 2. From time to time, special meetings of the Section may be held with such agenda, programs 
or order of business as may be voted upon by the Council and such meeting shall be designated as a 
Special Meeting.  Such Special Meetings may be called by the Chair upon approval of the Council, on such 
date, time and place as the Council may determine and, in a manner, consistent with the provisions of 
Article VIII Sections 6 & 7. 
 
SECTION 3. At least 5 members of the Council must be present to constitute a quorum at an Annual or 
Special Meeting of the Section.  No vote of the Members shall have effect if a quorum is not constituted. All 
actions taken by the Members shall be by motion made and seconded and then upon a majority vote of the 
Members present and permitted to vote in accordance with Article VIII Section 7.  
 

ARTICLE VIII MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
 
SECTION 1. The fiscal year of the Section shall be the same as that of the State Bar of Michigan. 
 



 

 

SECTION 2. All bills and invoices incurred by the Section, before being forwarded to the Treasurer or 
Executive Secretary of the State Bar of Michigan for payment, shall be approved by the Chair or the 
Treasurer, or, if the Council shall direct, by both.  
 
SECTION 3. No salary or compensation shall be paid to any Officer, Council member or member of a 
committee of the Section. 
 
SECTION 4. These Bylaws shall become effective upon the approval thereof by the Commissioners of the 
State Bar of Michigan and by the Section in the same manner provided in Article IX for their amendment. 
 
SECTION 5. All bulk printing, mailing or mass electronic communication to other sections of the State Bar 
of Michigan on behalf of the Section shall be done under the supervision of the Executive Secretary of the 
State Bar of Michigan. 
 
SECTION 6. Notice of any Annual or Special Meeting to the Members shall be given at least 14 days before 
such meeting.  The notice shall include the date, time, and location of the meeting, along with a proposed 
agenda and any proposed amendments to these Bylaws.  The notice may be given either by: (1) regular 
U.S. Mail or email to Members (using the Member’s last known postal or email address of record) and 
notice shall be effective upon a good faith effort to deliver such notice. 
 
SECTION 7. Any meetings permitted or authorized by these Bylaws may be held in person, by any method 
of communication which enables the persons attending the meeting to hear or otherwise communicate with 
one another and participate in such meeting or a combination thereof.  Any person otherwise eligible to 
vote at a meeting shall be considered present and permitted to vote only after they record their name with 
Secretary or other presiding Officer at such meeting in a manner prescribed by the Secretary or other 
presiding Officer.  Motions may be submitted, and votes taken via written or electronic communication (such 
as email or webcast). 
 
SECTION 8. Wherever used herein, a pronoun in one gender shall be considered as including the other 
gender unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 
 

ARTICLE IX AMENDMENTS 
 

These Bylaws may be amended at any Annual or Special Meeting of the Section by a two-thirds majority 
vote of the Members of the Section present and voting. 
 
Created 1960  
Revised 9/97  
Revised 11/20/15 
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