
 

 

THIS IS A DRAFT, SUBJECT TO CHANGE, AND MEANT TO BE A BASIS 

TO START A CONVERSATION ABOUT WHEN AND HOW WE SAFELY 

PROCEED WITH IN-PERSON HEARINGS. 

General Proposed Hearing Rules and Procedures for the Workers’ 

Compensation Agency Hearing Sites Commencing June ___, 2020 and 

Effective Until Further Notice. Each Individual Agency Should Consider 

Developing Specific Rules as Deemed Appropriate and Safe for Each 

Agency. Each Agency Shall be Responsible for Publishing any Such 

Agency-Specific Rules to the Workers’ Compensation Bar. 

This proposal requires substantial buy-in and self-policing by attorneys, 

court staff, and Magistrates, as there is inadequate independent support 

staff to monitor and enforce compliance. It is critically important that we 

all do our best to comply with these protocols so as to prevent unnecessary 

disruption of In-Person Hearings. 

Effective June ___, 2020, In-Person Hearings are again permitted to occur. 

However, being mindful of the Governor’s Executive Order 2020-59 (COVID-19) the 

Michigan Supreme Court Administrative Order No. 2020-14 (copy attached), and 

attorneys and parties are hereby asked to consider and take notice of the following 

guidelines for the safety of court personnel and each other: 

1. If you are concerned that you have been exposed to the COVID-19 virus within 

the last 14 days or are currently experiencing symptoms which are consistent 

with the virus, do not appear on the Agency premises. Symptoms associated 

with this virus include: 

• Fever greater than 100.4 degrees; 

• Cough or worsening cough (excluding chronic cough due to known medical 

reason); 

• Shortness of breath, or any two of the following symptoms: 

• Fever; 

• Chills; 

• Repeated shaking with chills; 

• Muscle pain; 

• Headache; 

• Sore throat; or 

• New loss of taste or smell. 



 

 

2. If you or a client are in the “vulnerable or high-risk categories,” or if you are 

uncomfortable coming to court over COVID-related health concerns, you may 

request or appear at a remote teleconference hearing. 

3. Maintain 6-foot social distancing and wear masks and gloves whenever you 

are on an Agency premises (tape or other visual cues will be used to mark 6-

foot distances where practical). 

4. The Agency files will be in the custody of each Magistrate, and the attorneys 

will not have access to the files on the date of the hearing. 

5. The Magistrates will allow attorneys access to his/her courtroom dealing with 

only one case at a time. 

6. Access to other Agency spaces will be limited to no more than ten persons, 

including staff. 

7. For cases where there is no need to confer with the assigned Magistrate, 

those cases may be handled in the following manner: (A) sign-up sheets will 

be posted outside of each Magistrate’s courtroom, and the attorneys may 

simply write in the next hearing date they have chosen; or (B) Choose a new 

date electronically or telephonically with the secretary. 

8. The attorneys will not be allowed access into the secretarial offices of the 

court staff for any reason on the date of the hearing. 

9. Attorneys will not have access to Agency copiers, fax machines and telephones. 

10. Duly executed Redemption papers, Voluntary Payment Agreements, and/or 

Subpoenas should be emailed or faxed to the appropriate secretary in advance 

of the hearing date. 

11. The Magistrates and secretaries will not accept papers brought to the hearing 

site on the date of the hearing. 

12. All Orders will be served electronically or by mail so as to limit contact 

between court staff and attorneys. 

13. 15-Day Waiver Hearings will be held by teleconference outside of an Agency 

site.  Agency staff will handle getting the orders to the appropriate people. 

14. Sign-up sheets for facilitations will be provided outside the secretary’s office, 

or facilitations may be scheduled directly through the secretary electronically 

or telephonically. 

15. Coffee will not be provided at the Agencies, and attorneys are not permitted 

to bring coffee, other beverages or food onto the hearing site. 



 

 

*We also may want to consider assigning blocks of time for specific attorneys to 

handle their cases. Based upon conversations with numerous Magistrates and 

attorneys, it may make sense to have the plaintiff’s attorney to act as the hearing 

“magnet” in the Okemos, West Michigan and Northern Michigan Agencies, with the 

defendant’s attorney serving as the magnet in the Eastern Michigan agencies. The 

non-magnet attorneys can wait until the other attorney calls to let them know the 

Magistrate is ready to hear the case. We know that this option is impractical for 

some Agencies, but should work nicely for others. 

*Suggested changes to this proposal may be made via email to Chief Magistrate 

McMurray. 


