
Workers Compensation Law SBM Section at Hartrick Park in Okemos. 

Meeting September 11, 2020 minutes 

Executive Council: Rosa Bava, Chair, present. 

       Jayson Chizick, Vice Chair, present. 

       Phillip I. Frame, Secretary, present. 

       Matt Conklin, Treasurer, absent. 

Members: Dan Zolkowski, present. 

      Rick Lovernick, present. 

      Alica Birach, present. 

      Sam Larrabee, present. 

      Chris Westgate, present. 

      Sean Shearer, present. 

      Jessica Stark, present. 

      Jacob Bender, absent. 

      Dan Hebert, absent. 

Officials present: Jack Nolish, WC agency director. 

    Daryl Royal, Commission Chair. 

  Absent: Luke McMurray, BOM chair. 

Meeting called to order by chair at 9:11 am. A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of this 
day. 

General Business:  

(1) The Secretary report for the brief meeting held on August 7 was not submitted. 

(2) The Treasurer report from SBM was submitted and approved. 

(3) Director Nolish’s report. 

 *The agency remains closed for live in person hearings. No date has been set for reopening. 

 *Modifications to the existing state hearing sites are underway. There will be bench shields 
installed. There will be strict social distancing. There will be mandatory masks. There will be no 
approaching the bench. There will be a file transfer system to load documents and transfer exhibits and 
depositions through this portal to the magistrates. There will be a digital court reporter system. There 
will be a Zoom system for all hearings less than a trial. Trials will be live with strict parameters as noted. 
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  *The director mentioned that 7 magistrates are up for re-appointment in January 2021 
and he is not sure what is going to happen. It is a given that trials if allowed in December will impact 
those magistrates in the appointment process. 

  *Zoom account will need to be set up for all practitioners. 

   *The agency rules are 90% drafted. 

(4) BOM report: Chair not present. 

(5) Commission report: 38 appeals pending. 25 opinions issued. 

(6) Legislative update: Jessica Stark and Alica Birach will now head this subcommittee. 

(7) Newsletter: Dan Zolkowski is looking to publish by early October. The winter meeting will need to be 
finalized by that time.  

(8) Winter Meeting will be held by Zoom on Friday December 4. 

 Agenda items to consider: The Marijuana Law Section will present their unique perspective on 
legal issues surrounding marijuana legalization. We are looking to secure another speaker. $2,500 was 
approved to expend for the winter meeting speaker expenses and any awards. 

(9) Summer Annual Meeting will be held at Crystal Mountain resort on June 17 and 18, 2021. We 
hopefully will be live, and a good time is anticipated. We need to line up afternoon activities following 
the annual meeting, and guest speakers for the meeting. The annual Hall of Fame dinner and award 
presentation are anticipated. 

(10) Don Ducey Award: nominated and approved Paul and Mary Lazar. 

(11) SBM Journal articles for January 2021: have been now been received and will be reviewed by the 
Chair and Past Chair before submission to SBM. 

Meeting adjourned. 

      

       


