
SBM WC Law Section 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

August 6, 2021 

Thornapple Pointe 

Grand Rapids, MI 

 

Council present: 

Jayson Chizick, Vice Chair 

Phillip I. Frame, Secretary. 

Matt Conklin, Treasurer. 

Members at large: 

Rick Lovernick. 

Dan Zolkowski. 

Dan Hebert. 

Jessica Stark. 

Sean Shearer. 

Sam Larrabee. 

Jacob Bender. 

_________ 

Meeting called to order by the acting chair at 10:13 am. Attendance taken: 62 members present. 

Mr. Chizick provided opening remarks of the council’s activities over the previous year.  There was 
sadness for the recent passing of the present chair Rosa Bava earlier this year. 

Treasurer Matt Conklin provided the report from the SBM indicating the section fund balance as of the 
end of June 2021 was $69,549.62. Conklin also noted that the section dues will increase by $5.00 
annually in November 2021, as per unanimous vote of council. 

Secretary Frame provided a brief synopsis of the annual report from June 2020 via Zoom. A handout was 
provided of the minutes.  Mike Smith moved to adopt the minutes. Second Larrabee. Voting took place 
and the minutes were adopted by unanimous approval. 
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Director Nolish provided a brief report concerning the new mask policy effective Monday August 9, 
2021.  All attorneys and clients must appear in the agency with masks on.  Masks must be worn in the 
courtrooms and taken off only for audibility reasons. 

Director Nolish covered the progress of the agency, BOM, MAC, and general rules and likely approval 
baring serious objections and modifications. 

BOM Chair McMurray covered some basic ground rules for magistrates and the bar.  That included 
thanking the bar for their cooperation in this time of agency closure and cautioning magistrates to use 
wide discretion to accommodate the attorneys’ schedules appearing at multiple agencies on the same 
date. 

MAC Chair Royal advised that there were 34 appeals pending. 

Member Stark delivered the legislative update. 

Vice Chair Chizick laid out the 2021-2022 slate of nominations for executive committee and members at 
large.   

Those included: 

 Chair, Jayson Chizick. 

 Vice Chair, Philip I. Frame. 

 Secretary, Matt Conklin. 

 Treasurer, Rick Lovernick. 

 New Terms: 

 John Tomasik, term ending June 2022, filling Lovernick vacancy. 

 Dan Hebert, term ending June 2024. 

 Ben Veldkamp, term ending June 2024. 

 Sam Larrabee, term ending June 2024. 

Vice Chair Chizick asked for nominations from the floor, and finding no present, asked for a vote on the 
slate of candidates.  Member Lovernick asked for a voice vote which was approved without objection.  A 
voice vote was called for the slate of candidates and the slate was approved without objection by a 
majority of members present. 

Lunch provided. 

Secretary Frame provided remarks for the Don Ducey Award for Civility in Practice and introduced the 
2021 award winners Paul and Mary Lazar. 

Award winner Mary Lazar provided some stunningly beautiful comments honoring her father, her firm 
members, and graciously thanking the section for the award. 

Page 2 



Hall Of Fame awards: 

Robert Steelman.  Bob thanked the section in person. 

Cameron McComb. Rick Lovernick provided comments on behalf of the family and Cam’s son spoke in 
honor of his father. 

David Celelo. Sam Larrabee accepted on Dave and his family’s behalf. 

Chuck Palmer. Andrea Hamm provided comments on Chuck’s behalf, and Chuck accepted the award 
thanking the section. 

Motion to adjourn from Member Hebert. Second Larrabee. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.  
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