
State Bar of Michigan  
American Indian Law Section  

December 13, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
12:00 pm EST 

 

I. Welcome- Roll Call 12:02pm 

 Present: 

  Kathryn Petersen 
  Stacey Rock  
  Anna Bruty 
  Sarah Zlotnicki  
  Katilin Gant  
  Peter Schinkai (by proxy) 
  Yasmeen Farran (by proxy) 
  Rory Wheeler 
  Robin Bilagody 
  Susan Larson 
  Jasmin Gaytan  
  Honorable Tina Yost Johnson  
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes (11/08/2023) 

i. Motion by AB; Seconded KG by; Approved (7-0-0). 

Approval of Agenda 

i. Stacey Rock proposes to amend agenda to move Section Comment on 
Legislation to first item of discussion. 

ii. Motion to approve with proposed amendment by KG; Seconded by AB; 
Approved (7-0-0) 
 

II. Unfinished Business 
a. Section Comment on Legislation  

i. Presentation from Susan Larson:  
1. AILS is not subject to Keller rules because we are funded by 

voluntary dues, unless issuing a joint statement with a committee 
that is subject to Keller. Public policy position only on subject 
matter of AILS. Required to give notice of public policy position 
with the SBM (submit section information to SBM for formation 
of official cover sheet) to be able give position. SR: does a position 
need to be voted on by the entire section or the board? SL: only the 
Board. Cannot give opinion that contradicts official position of the 



Advisory Committee. KG: how to tell if committee or section is 
subject to Keller rules? SL: if issuing joint statement AILS will not 
have to follow Keller, only will have restrictions if issuing with  

ii. SB 0498 (2023): haven’t heard back from the children law section 
regarding issuing joint statement.  

b. Section Events 
i. SR: dispute resolution joint event, discussed last year’s event and 

reviewing surveys from that for feedback; tentatively for April as next date 
for event.  

ii. SR: start working on the notice for Tecumseh Peacekeeping Award and 
begin sending out early. Note that it does not have to be an attorney.  

iii. Estate Planning Section: work on reaching out to members of section to 
coordinate joint event.  

c. Bar Scholarship 
i. RW sent out notice with MSU NALSA and Regional NALSA; SR also 

shared with Pokagon Education and Volker Association? Will get access to 
Facebook page to post scholarship notice. 
 

III. New Business  
a. MILS Pro Bono Advisory Committee 

i. Working on developing tools who may need assistance but not necessarily 
an attorney (i.e. how to file with a court) anyone interested in providing 
feedback on what is needed within the tribal community? MILS received 
grant funding and are taking MMIW cases and asking for input in their 
program, contact Yvette Weese.  

b. Tribal-State Court Relations – Frederick Baker Inquiry 
i. Fred sits on the Volker board and was a founding member of AILS. MI 

Supreme Court Historical Society wants to do issue on tribal-state court 
relation. Reached out to see whether the section was interested in 
providing an article or statement or had input for discussion. Issue with be 
published next year. KG: need clarification on what they’d really like from 
us, clearer timeline.  

c. Updating AILS Webpage Content 
i. Update webpage graphic with territory specific. Prepare RFP for native 

artist for new artwork.  
ii. Had training session with SBM to upload documents to webpage to work 

on uploading past meeting minutes. Request for ideas to update our 
webpage and make it more informative. Providing our events and our 
scholarship.  

 
IV. General Updates 

a. Updates from Committees  



i. Advocacy and Education Committee: Currently only has SR and John 
Morseau. Need to track who is on committees, need to have at least three 
active members. Will publish the description of each committee.  

ii. Communication and Membership Engagement Committee  
b. Treasurer’s Report 

i. Motion to table (Hon. TYJ) Second SZ (7-0-0). 

Motion to Adjourn at 12:53pm (Hon. TYJ) Seconded (KP) Approved (7-0-0). 

 


