
 

American Indian Law Section 
March 17, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

12:00 pm ET 
 
Conference call number: See Microsoft Teams information 

 
Welcome – Roll Call  
 
Lauren called the meeting to order at 12:01 PM. 
 

a. Present:   
a. Voting Members: Amy Wesaw, Lauren Mulhern, Jennifer Saeckl, Anna Bruty (by 

proxy to Lauren Mulhern), Nazune Menka, Sarah Zlotnicki, Katrina Kapture (by 
proxy to Amy Wesaw), Jacqueline Hand, Judge Tina Yost Johnson 

b. Non-Voting Members: Stacey Rock (Law Student Advisor) 
b. Absent:  

a. Voting Members: Erika Weiss, Tanya Wanageshik, Jacqueline Hand, Jessica 
Scutt 

b. Non-Voting Members: Stanette Amy (ex officio), Cami Fraser (ex officio), Peter 
Schinkai (Law Student Advisor), Winter Hayes 

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes (2/17/22) 
 

Amy moved to approve minutes, Lauren seconded. Motion passed (8 for, 0 against, 1 
abstain). 

 
Approval of Agenda 

 
Lauren moved to approve the agenda, Judge Tina Yost Johnson seconded. Motion passed 
(9 for, 0 against, 0 abstain). 
 

I.   Unfinished Business: 
A. Updates from Committees – 

a. Advocacy and Education Committee (John Morseau and Stacey Rock) 
i. John and Stacey were on the call for the racial impact 

committee and have been attending the meetings regularly. 
ii. They have been tracking the 789 Senate bill – it was sent to 

House in January and it’s still there. 
b. Communication and Membership Engagement Committee (Jen Saeckl 

and Erika Weiss) 
i. Annual Meeting poll – still have not received any responses. 

Lauren will circulate some potential edits to the poll. 
B. Annual Meeting – September 9, 2022 



 

a. Venue Selection  
i. Lauren moved to approve Firekeepers for the venue selection, 

Judge Tina Yost Johnson seconded. Motion passed (9 for, 0 
against, 0 abstain). 

b. Speaker/Topic Ideas  
i. Stacey will reach out to someone about expungement issue. 

ii. Lauren will reach out to Cami to discuss contacting MILS. 
iii. Need to reach out to speakers by late spring/early summer. 

C. Bar Scholarship. 
a. Deadline is passed - three submissions.  
b. Amy said she doesn’t think anyone has to abstain from voting just 

because they know the applicant, because we do not have a personal 
interest in the outcome and nothing in the bylaws prohibits it. 

c. Amy suggested splitting the award between Stacey and Amber. 
d. Jackie suggested dividing the money, but said that if she has to choose 

she votes for Amber and gave Lauren her proxy before leaving the 
meeting. 

e. Lauren pointed out that we could increase the amount of the award if 
needed. 

f. Jennifer moved to increase the scholarship award to $2000 and split it 
evenly between both Stacey Rock and Amber Neeley. Nazune 
seconded. Motion passed (9 for, 0 against, 0 abstain). 

D. Section Liaisons. 
a. Lauren will recirculate the poll to gauge interest in serving as a section 

liaison 
E. AILS/ADR Diversity Lunch – April 5, 2022 at 12 p.m. 

a. Practice run is next week. 
b. If you haven’t registered, please do so. 

F. AILS/MSU ILPC Annual Conference Update 
a. Lauren reached out to Kate Fort to get the process started and will 

continue to coordinate with the ILPC 
b. We still have a year to plan, we are looking at February/March of next 

year.  
c. Stacey mentioned Utah legislation that allows graduates to wear 

regalia to commencement ceremonies.  
i. Judge Tina Yost Johnson suggested reaching out to specific 

schools in the meantime since legislation takes so much time 
and said that she would volunteer to ask schools to pass 
resolutions. 



 

ii. Stacey agreed to prepare a policy statement and draft resolution 
for schools to use. Lauren and Amy agreed to assist. 

iii. Jackie suggested that some schools may be resistant to 
allowing exceptions to their dress codes for some students and 
not others. Some board members suggested framing our 
argument in terms of religion to counter those concerns. Stacey 
asked people to send her any other arguments that may come 
up so she can research. 

II. New Business  
A. No new business. 

III. General Updates  
A. Amy asked about Statutory fixes on ICWA issues 

i. Judge Tina Yost Johnson said will have an update at the next meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Lauren, seconded by Nazune.  Motion passed (9 for, 0 against, 
0 abstain). 
 
Meeting adjourned 12:58 PM. 
 


