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MINUTES 
 

Judicial Section 
State Bar of Michigan 

Lansing, Michigan 
 September 27, 2019 

10:00 am 
 

1. Call to Order 
Meeting was called to order at 10:10 am. 
 
PRESENT: Judges Beth Gibson, Monte Burmeister, John Tomlinson, Tom Slagle, Allie 
Maldonado, Sue Dobrich, Lisa Sullivan, Pat McGraw, Darlene O’Brien, Demetria Brue, Michelle 
Friedman-Appel, Jim Alexander, Martha Anderson, Milton Mack, Jon Van Allsburg, Chris Yates, 
David Murkowski, Lita Masini Popke, Timothy Kelly, Paul Stutesman and Julie Reincke.  Also 
present: Mr. Peter Cunningham and Ms. Katie Hennessey.  
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
Motion to approve minutes was made by Judge Tomlinson, supported by Judge Dobrich. All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
Judge Friedman-Appel presented the Treasurer’s Report. The bulk of the Michigan Judicial 
Council’s funds went towards travel for Mackinac Island. Our current balance is $2,838.26. We 
expect $10,450 in contributions in the new year. Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report by 
Judge O’Brien, supported by Judge Alexander. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
4. State Bar Report 
Peter Cunningham and Katie Hennessey delivered the report from the State Bar. The State Bar 
was sued by the Mackinac Center on a compelled subsidy claim and compelled association 
claim. An answer to the suit was filed. She expects to win on summary judgment. Judge Yonker 
is assigned. The Eighth Circuit decision was favorable to integrated bars. However, a Supreme 
Court challenge is likely. Warner Norcross is representing the Bar. The lawsuit was expected 
after the Janus decision. 
 
Judge Alexander and Judge Yates discussed the new civil discovery rules which were unveiled in 
Detroit in a panel discussion at a symposium. Next week, additional materials will be available 
on the State Bar website. All state court judges will get a paper copy of the new rules in mid-
October.  
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Additionally, Judge Yates and Dan Quick, in partnership with ICLE, filmed an informative 
discussion on the new civil discovery rules. A letter was sent with a pamphlet having a link to all 
the available resources from the State Bar. 
 
Peter Cunningham – The Bar is still determining their position on pre-trial release. 
The Bar opposed jury exemptions for sexual assault victims. 
The Representative Assembly has a revision to the Judicial Conduct Canons forbidding judges 
from being part of organizations that are “invidious.” 
 
Hon. Darlene O’Brien - what organization is this meant to cover? Historically, it is a concern. 
 
Hon. John Tomlinson – “Invidious” is in the eye of the beholder. Who decides? 
 
Hon. David Murkowski - Did they give an example of an “invidious” organization? 
 
Peter Cunningham – He doesn’t know. This is something being pushed by the Women’s Lawyers 
Association. They could come and make a presentation. 
 
Hon. Allie Greenleaf Maldonado – Good idea. 
 
Hon. Milton Mack for SCAO - The 2% pay raise for judges will be in your check next week. It is 
tied to state executive level employees’ pay raises. Judges will continue to get small regular pay 
raises. Bonuses were not addressed. 
 
The Chief Judge rule is still out there. You will still get your 30 days of time off. 
 
JRR is moving along. Filings are down but complexity has increased. If we see a court that needs 
help we will reach out to that court and see if they need another judge. If we see a court that 
has too much time, we will recommend that they not fill vacancies. Reach out if you need help. 
 
Hon. Milton Mack - We’ve asked and they’ve agreed to move on trial judges being state court 
employees immediately. 
 
Tech piece – SCAO will provide for all the needs of trial judges. GIS is free. We will provide all 
technology support. We need money to study how much this will cost. Some courts collect 
money from the Police Department for drunk driving tickets. We do not want to incentivize the 
police to make stops. Court should not collect money they then get to spend. 
 
Hon. Jim Alexander - For your information, if you want to keep your current benefits instead of 
state benefits you can. New judges are only eligible for state benefits. 
 
Hon. Milton Mack -You must choose either to stay in the county system or as a state employee 
100%. State employees make a contribution to health insurance. Your start date will be the 
date you became a judge. 
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Court closings- There is a proposed change. You are to communicate with your funding unit if 
you’re going to close. If they disagree SCAO will decide. 
There is a workgroup on video appearances. Judges may appear by video in the same 
courthouse. They are looking at amending the policy to allow judges to appear from greater 
distances. 
 
There is a new draft order regarding competency. It is not official yet, we want feedback on 
whether it works. We are still working on it. 

 
5. Association Reports  
 
MJA 
Judge Van Allsburg  

A. We had our conference on Mackinac Island.  
B. We received good feedback on the conference.  
C. Our next conference is August 23-25, 2020 at the Grand Hotel. 

   
MPJA 
Judge Monty Burmeister  

A. The elder abuse task force is on our front burner. More dialogue with the Attorney 
General’s office is happening. 

B. We filed a formal position on cell phones in the courtroom. There were lots of 
comments on the proposed rule. 

 
 
6. Tribal Courts Report 
Judge Maldonado 

Judge Maldonado gave an update on the current status of the Violence Against 
Women’s Act. She also discussed the proposed video conferencing rule for 
guardianships and the release of parental rights in ICWA cases that SCAO is considering.   

 
 

7. President’s Report/MDJA 
Judge Gibson  

A. We had our association meeting on Mackinac.  
B. Our next conference is in Bay City August 11-13, 2020. 
C. We are keeping track of the trial court funding committee. 
D. We are a participant working on the new trial court task force. 

 
8. Old Business 
The compensation letter that went out was circulated with a typo so it was redone. It 
supported the SOCC recommendation. 
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9. New Business 
Hon. Beth Gibson presents the new leadership: 
Hon. Sullivan as the Chair 
Hon. Stutesman as the Chair-Elect 
Hon. Appel as the Vice Chair 
Hon. Tomlinson as the Treasurer 
Hon. Murkowski as the Secretary 
 
Judge Alex motions to accept the slate as presented, seconded by Judge McGraw. 
 
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
10. Adjourn Meeting 
Motion by Judge Stutesman, supported by Judge Yates, meeting adjourned. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
  
  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13 2019 AT 10:00 AM, IN LANSING at the State Bar office. 
 
 
Minutes respectively submitted by Hon. Allie Greenleaf Maldonado, LTBB of Odawa Indians 
Tribal Court. 
 


