
State Bar of Michigan
Public Corporation Law Section

Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting on September 10, 2016

1. Call to Order

The regular monthly meeting of the Public Corporation Law Section Council was called 
to order on September 10, 2016, at approximately 10:00 a.m. by Chair Mark Nettleton.

2. Attendance and Excused Absences

Present:  Mark Nettleton, Lori Bluhm, Mary Fales, Gerald Fisher, Audrey Forbush, 
Steven Joppich, Chuck McKone, Catherine Mish, Catherin Mullhaupt, Stephen Schultz, 
Jeffrey Sluggett, Kester So, Debra Walling, Eric Williams, and Karrie Zeits.

Absent:  Butch Hollowell, Michael McGee, Carol Rosati, Gregory Stremers, James 
Tamm, and Mike Watza.

Motion to approve excused absences by Fisher, seconded by Walling.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve Amended Agenda including the addition of Item 6(e) to consider 
increase in funding for amicus brief in Michigan Association of Home Builders v City of 
Troy by Fisher, seconded by Mullhaupt.  Motion carried unanimously.

4. Approval of Minutes

(a) June 24, 2016, Organizational Meeting.  Motion by Walling, seconded by Fisher.  
Motion carried unanimously.

(b) July 6, 2016, Special Meeting.  Motion by Schultz, seconded by Walling.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

(c) August 11, 2016, Special Meeting.  Motion by Fales, seconded by Sluggett.  
Motion carried unanimously.

5. Treasurer’s Report

SBM Unaudited Financials for June 2016 and August 2016 received and filed.

6. Old Business

(a) Recap of 2016 18th MAMA-PCLS Annual Summer Education Conference
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Discussion to increase broader participation led by Nettleton.  Fisher and Fales 
raised the issue, and the rest of Council engaged in discussion regarding:
participation of law students; having topics with a broader appeal; and
encouraging senior members to bring junior members.  There was also a 
discussion as to whether location is a factor, and the concept of discounts was 
discussed.  It was the consensus of the Council to further explore these concepts 
and welcome any further ideas anyone may have.  To be continued.

(b) Increase in Section Dues

Chair Nettleton advised the Council that its proposed increase in Section dues 
from $30 to $35 was approved by the State Bar Board of Commissioners and will 
be implemented.  This was an informational item only.  No action needed.

(c) 2016-2017 Council Calendar

Chair Nettleton indicated that he needs to schedule a date for the February 
meeting following the Winter Seminar, and the Summer Meeting will be at the 
Grand Hotel on June 23-25, 2017.  This was an informational item only.  No
action needed.

(d) Michigan Planning Association/PCLS Dialog Regarding Unauthorized Practice of 
Law Complaint Against a Local Planning Firm

Chair Nettleton discussed the materials from Attorney Palacios of Miller 
Canfield, which were distributed at the June 24, 2016 Organizational Meeting.  
He explained that there is not much to update since that time, but it is still under 
discussion.  Members of the Council discussed the matter and acknowledged that 
there was a continuing interest in further pursuing dialog with the Michigan 
Planning Association.  Chair Nettleton indicated he will continue to follow-up in 
this matter and report back.  

(e) Increase in Funding for Michigan Home Builders v City of Troy amicus

Chair Nettleton explained that Attorney Mithani did a great job on the brief, and 
other members of Council concurred.  There is a request to increase the PCLS’s 
contribution to the cost of the amicus brief from $3,000 to $4,000.  Motion by 
McKone, seconded by Mish to increase PCLS’s contribution to the amicus brief 
in Michigan Association of Home Builders v City of Troy by an amount of $1,000 
such that the PCLS’s contribution will be for an amount not to exceed $4,000.  
Motion carried unanimously, with Bluhm abstaining.

7. New Business

(a) Winter Seminar – 2017
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Chair Nettleton explained that the Council needs to discuss the date and location 
of the event, and also appoint a chairperson.  Councilmember Fales indicated that 
she liked last year’s location in Dearborn.  Other Councilmembers expressed 
concurrence.  Councilmember Walling offered to facilitate The Henry again.  
Motion by Bluhm, seconded by Fisher to have the location of the Winter Seminar 
at The Henry.  Motion carried unanimously.

Discussion ensued on a date in February for the event.  It was the consensus of 
Council that the date would remain under advisement until Councilmember 
Walling is able to communicate on scheduling the event at The Henry.  No action 
taken regarding the date.

After a brief period of silence, Councilmember Forbush thankfully offered to 
Chair the Winter Seminar, expressing a desire for some assistance and/or a co-
chair if possible.  Chair Nettleton agreed to contact Councilmember Tamm to see 
if he can assist and/or co-chair, and he also offered to discuss and assist 
Councilmember Forbush with the basics.  No formal motion, but consensus was 
to accept with appreciation Councilmember Forbush’s offer to serve as Chair of 
the Winter Seminar.

Council next discussed possible topics for the Winter Seminar, including the 
following:  

1) New medical marijuana legislation.  A possible presenter may include 
Mike Fisher.

2) Current legislative attempts to curtail tax increment financing in Michigan, 
or to consolidate the various TIFs or otherwise expand the restrictions and 
regulations governing them (suggested by Nettleton)

3) DAS and use of ROW issues, applications and possible new legislation.
(suggested by McKone). Councilmember McKone offered to be a 
presenter.  Councilmember Fales suggested a panel may be a good idea for 
this significant topic of state-wide concern. Councilmember Watza and 
others will be contacted about joining on a panel.

4) Potholes and taxes (suggested by Mish).

5) Signage regulation and post-Reed decisions (suggested by Sluggett).  
Councilmember Fisher mentioned the Committees work toward a model 
sign ordinance, and will obtain status from Mike Fisher in Livonia.

6) Discussion re inviting Justice Bernstein to speak at the Winter Seminar, 
since it is closer to Lansing and he could not speak at the 2016 Summer 
Conference.
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(b) Summer Seminar – 2017

Chair Nettleton advised that the Summer Seminar is scheduled for June 23 – 25, 
2017 at the Grand Hotel on Mackinaw Island.  Councilmembers engaged in a 
preliminary discussion of possible topics, and Chair Nettleton asked that any ideas 
be sent to Councilmember Zeits who is organizing the event.  Additional 
discussion was undertaken regarding invitations for a Michigan Supreme Court 
Justice to attend as a featured speaker. Discussion regarding inviting Justice 
Larsen to speak. Councilmember Zeits to send invite, and Councilmember Fisher 
agreed to call Justice Larsen to let her know of the invitation that would be 
forthcoming. No action taken.

(c) Summer Seminar – 2018

Councilmembers engaged in a very general discussion of possible locations 
including Crystal Mountain and Holland.  No action taken.

(d) Section Membership

Chair Nettleton led a discussion regarding efforts to increase membership in the 
PCLS.  Councilmembers Williams, Bluhm and Mullhaupt agreed to join Chair 
Nettleton on an ad hoc committee to identify and look into efforts that may be 
undertaken by the Council and Section for purposes of increasing membership.  
No formal motion, but consensus was to form the ad hoc committee for these 
purposes.

8. Council Comments

Chair Nettleton noted that the next meeting will be held at his office starting at 10:00 
(breakfast at 9:30).  The November meeting will be at the Johnson Rosati firm in 
Farmington Hills.

9. Adjournment at approximately 11:15 a.m.


