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State Bar of Michigan
Public Corporation Law Section

Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting on October 1, 2016
At Mika Meyers, PLC, Grand Rapids/Teleconference

1. Call to Order

The regular monthly meeting of the Public Corporation Law Section Council was called 
to order on October 1, 2016, at approximately 10:00 a.m. by Chair Mark Nettleton.

2. Attendance and Excused Absences

Present:  Mark Nettleton, Mary Fales, Debra Walling, Mike Watza, Kester So, Gerald 
Fisher, Catherine Mish, Catherine Mullhaupt, Stephen Schultz, Gregory Stremers, Eric 
Williams, Karrie Zeits, James Tamm, Ellen Ha, Carol Rosati, and Steve Joppich.

Absent:  Audrey Forbush, Lori Bluhm, Michael McGee, Chuck McKone, and Jeffrey 
Sluggett.

Motion to approve excused absences by Zeits, seconded by Walling.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve Agenda by Fales, seconded by Fisher.  Motion carried unanimously.

4. Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve minutes of September 10, 2016, Regular Meeting by Tamm, seconded 
by Walling.  Motion carried unanimously.

5. Treasurer’s Report

It was reported that the financials for September 2016 were not yet available, most likely 
due to the fiscal year-end efforts currently being undertaken at the State Bar.  A brief 
discussion ensued regarding year-end reporting of pending expenses to SBM.  No action 
taken.

6. Old Business

(a) Chair Nettleton introduced guests Emily Palacios of Miller Canfield; Dick 
Norton, Director of Urban Planning at U of M; and Andrea Brown, Executive 
Director of the Michigan Association of Planners, all of whom spoke with the 
Council regarding the unauthorized practice of law complaint against a local 
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planning firm.  Ms. Palacios reviewed the situation and materials provided to the 
Council.  She expressed the existence of concern among planners regarding what 
appear to be grey areas between properly providing their professional services to 
clients and the unauthorized practice of law.  Professor Norton provided some 
comments, and a set of PowerPoint materials were reviewed.  Council engaged in 
a discussion with the presenters regarding the breadth of the current rule regarding 
the unauthorized practice of law, and proposed new rules that have been presented 
to the Michigan Supreme Court for consideration. The presenters requested a 
subcommittee of the PCLS to help prepare a document for planners and 
municipalities to use as guidance, including the concept of providing a draft 
document to the State Bar investigators with an invitation for input and buy-in.  
Chair Nettleton proposed Council taking this up at a future meeting, after 
Councilmembers have had an opportunity to further evaluate and consider the 
request.  The matter was postponed by consensus for further discussion at the next 
regular meeting.

(b) Winter Seminar – February 10, 2017:

Councilmember Tamm excitedly accepted his appointment as Co-Chair for the 
event, and suggested that Justice Viviano may be an available alternative if 
Justice Bernstein is unable to attend.  

Councilmember Walling provided an update on the arrangements with The 
Henry, indicating that the date is now locked-in for February 10, 2017.  Walling 
presented and discussed the proposed contract for holding the event at The Henry, 
including a $1,000.00 deposit.

Motion by So, seconded by Mullhaupt to approve the contract with The Henry for 
February 10, 2017, and authorized Councilmember Walling to sign the contract 
on behalf of PCLS and approved payment of $1,000.00 deposit.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  

Motion by Rosati, seconded by Walling to authorize necessary advertising of the 
winter seminar, with the assistance of SBM, in accordance with what PCLS has 
done for prior winter seminars.  Motion carried unanimously.

Chair Nettleton reviewed the various presentation topics discussed by the Council 
at its prior meeting.  No additional or new topics were suggested.  Efforts will 
continue for arrangements with speakers.  

(c) Summer Seminar – June 23-25, 2017:

Event Chair Zeits reported that a letter had been sent to Justice Larsen, but no 
response has yet been received.  Council discussed various potential topics for the 
seminar, including the following:
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 MDEQ and water and sewer systems, proposed by Zeits who will follow-
up with contact.

 Short-term rentals.
 Possible medical marijuana update, if needed.
 Utility billings and collections.

(d) Council discussion and report of subcommittee regarding efforts to increase 
membership in PCLS and encourage younger attorneys to join.  A conference call 
with L. Bluhm, C. Mulhaupt, M. Nettleton, E. Williams, and K. Zeits will be held 
on October 6 to review State Bar data, assess the Section demographics, and 
discuss the issue.

7. New Business

Chair Nettleton provided a report on SBM Section Chair orientation held on September 
28, 2016.  

8. Council Comments

The next meeting is at Johnson, Rosati, Schultz & Joppich, 27555 Executive Drive, Suite 
250, Farmington Hills, on November 12, 2016, commencing at 10:00 a.m. (breakfast at 
9:30 a.m.).

9. Adjournment.


