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State Bar of Michigan
Public Corporation Law Section

Minutes of a November 2, 2016 Special Meeting and Action
Pursuant to Section 6.2.3 and Section 6.2.5 of Bylaws

1. Call to Order

The special meeting of the Public Corporation Law Section Council was called to order on 
November 2, 2016, at approximately 1:30 p.m. by Chair Mark Nettleton.

2. Attendance 

Present:  Eric Williams, Gerald Fisher, Carol Rosati, Audrey Forbush, Lori Bluhm, James 
Tamm, Chuck McKone, Catherine Mullhaupt, Mike Watza, Kester So, Mark Nettleton and 
Steve Joppich.

3. New Business

a. Consideration of Motion to Participate in Amicus Brief for Richko v Wayne County
(Motion made via email in accordance with Sections 6.2.3 and 6.2.5 of the Bylaws).  

Motion by Stremers, support by Rosati to approve participation in the amicus briefing for 
the case of Richko v Wayne County in an amount not to exceed $2,500.00. 

Discussion on the motion ensued.  Chair Nettleton and Treasurer Joppich informed the 
Council that a review of the draft fiscal year-end financial reports for the Section reflected 
that the amount expended for participation in amicus briefs during the last fiscal year 
approximately doubled the prior year’s participation expenses. The Section fund balance
and expenses were discussed briefly.

The importance of the issues raised in this case was highlighted.  Councilmember Fisher 
asked whether this amicus was for purposes of an en banc review or a petition for certiorari
with the U.S. Supreme Court.  Councilmembers Bluhm and Forbush clarified that it is for 
a certiorari petition to the U. S. Supreme Court.  This information resulted in a discussion 
as to whether it might be better to save our financial contribution for amicus brief financial 
participation if the petition is granted.  

Chair Nettleton read the motion and called for a vote.  The motion failed by unanimous 
vote.  Council member Forbush abstained from voting.

Motion by So, supported by Williams to lend the PCLS’s name to the amicus brief without 
financial participation at this time.  Motion passed unanimously.  Council member Forbush 
abstained from voting.

4. Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:54 p.m.


