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State Bar of Michigan
Public Corporation Law Section

Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting on January 7, 2017
Via Teleconference

1. Call to Order

The regular monthly meeting of the Public Corporation Law Section Council was called 
to order on January 7, 2017, at approximately 10:00 a.m. by Chair Mark Nettleton.

2. Attendance and Excused Absences

Present:  Mark Nettleton, Lori Bluhm, Mary Fales, Gerald Fisher, Audrey Forbush, Steve 
Joppich, Michael McGee, Chuck McKone, Catherine Mish, Catherine Mullhaupt, Carol 
Rosati, Jeffrey Sluggett, Kester So, Gregory Stremers, Debra Walling, and Karrie Zeits.  
A quorum was declared.

Absent:  Ellen Ho/Butch Hollowell, Stephen Schultz, James Tamm, Mike Watza, and 
Eric Williams,

Motion to excuse absences by Sluggett, support by Rosati.  Motion carried unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve Agenda by Fales, seconded by McKone.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

4. Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve minutes of December 10, 2016, Regular Meeting by McKone, 
seconded by Mullhaupt.  Motion carried unanimously.

5. Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Joppich provided a report on the State Bar of Michigan FY2016 audited 
financial report and the unaudited financial reports for September, October and 
November, 2016.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted by unanimous consent.

6. Old Business

(a) Winter Seminar – February 10, 2017:

Event Co-Chair Forbush provided a report indicating that all the speakers are 
lined-up for the seminar.  A discussion ensued regarding advertising by way of an 
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e-blast, and Forbush indicated that they are in communication with the SBM for 
purposes of preparing a flyer to send.  Council engaged in a discussion regarding 
marketing to the Administrative Law and Medical Marijuana Law Sections.  

Council Chair Nettleton reported that he has been in contact with the SBM 
regarding staffing for the seminar, indicating that it would be $20.00 per hour for 
each person plus overnight accommodations.  

Motion by Joppich, support by Rosati authorizing Nettleton to proceed with 
arranging SBM staffing of the event, including overnight accommodations, with 
the understanding that the staffing personnel will only be needed until lunch. 
Motion carried unanimously.

Councilmember Walling asked members to let her know sometime before the 
seminar if they are staying overnight so she can notify the hotel organizer.  

Councilmembers then engaged in a discussion regarding gifts for speakers.  

Motion by Bluhm, support by Sluggett to authorize $25.00 gift cards for each 
speaker.  Motion carried unanimously.

(b) Summer Seminar – June 23-25, 2017:

Event Chair Zeits provided her report, indicating that the title of the seminar will 
be “Old Infrastructure in the New Economy.” The topics haven’t changed from 
what has been discussed in prior meetings, and she is progressing with engaging 
the speakers for each topic. Council discussed various options for the Friday 
evening and Saturday evening events and the various costs associated with the 
options presented.  The general consensus of Council was for a reception on the 
porch of the Grand Hotel for Friday night and to seek recommendations from the 
Joint PCLS/MAMA Committee for Saturday evening. Council then engaged in a 
discussion regarding sponsorships.  Event Chair Zeits will send out a list of last 
year’s sponsors, and several Councilmembers agreed that they would be willing to 
sponsor again in some way.  She also reported that Justice Larson is still in limbo 
due to possible opportunities for a Supreme Court nomination.  More information 
should be known by the time of our next meeting.

(c) Subcommittee Reports:

(1) Subcommittee Re: Efforts to Increase Section Membership:

Councilmembers Bluhm and Mullhaupt reported the information the 
subcommittee has learned thus far, and further discussion occurred 
regarding the possible effect confusion about the Section’s name might 
have on membership levels.  Councilmembers discussed reaching out to 
the membership at the Winter Seminar regarding changing the name of the 
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Section.  Possible methods of such outreach would include placing the 
question on the evaluation form and opening remarks at the Winter 
Seminar, as well as sending out a survey monkey to the Section 
membership. Chair Nettleton will proceed with informing the membership 
regarding the change of name proposal during opening remarks at the 
Winter Seminar.  Depending on reaction and input, a survey monkey is 
something that will be considered following the seminar.  It was agreed to 
return to this topic under agenda item 6(e).

(2) PCLS-Michigan Association of Planners Re:  Guidance for Planners on 
“Unauthorized Practice of Law”:

Councilmember Walling reported that there has been no further action 
regarding this item and she will report back in February.  

(3) eNewsletter:

Councilmember Joppich reported that the first issue of the eNewsletter 
was successfully launched, and he has received no negative or positive 
reaction from the membership.  He and co-editor Mills are compiling 
materials for the next issue planned for early to mid-February.  

(d) Fund Balance Policy:

Chair Nettleton led the discussion regarding establishing a minimum fund balance 
policy.  He presented the Council with a draft policy.  

Motion by Walling, support by Mullhaupt to adopt the following policy: “As a 
means to maintain sufficient financial resources for the Section, the Council shall 
endeavor to maintain a fund balance of not less than $10,000.00 at the end of 
each fiscal year.”  Motion carried unanimously.

(e) Section Name:

Chair Nettleton returned to the discussion regarding consideration of a change to 
the Section Bylaws that would rename the Section as the “Local Government Law 
Section of the State Bar of Michigan.”  Chair Nettleton reviewed the procedure, 
and presented the actual wording for the Bylaw amendment.  Discussion ensued 
regarding the wording and methods of advance notice to the membership.  

Motion by Fales, support by Bluhm to reach out to the membership for input 
regarding proposed the Bylaw amendment to change the Section name and to 
authorize expenditure of funds, as necessary, for surveys and notices to the 
membership by the subcommittee members.  Motion carried unanimously.
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7. New Business

2018 Summer Seminar:

Council discussed the proposal from the Joint PCLS/MAMA Committee to hold the 2018 
Summer Seminar at Crystal Mountain Resort on June 22-24, 2018 and reviewed various 
materials provided regarding same.  

Motion by So, support by Mullhaupt to affirm the decision of the Joint PCLS/MAMA 
Committee to hold the 2018 Summer Seminar at Crystal Mountain Resort on June 22-24, 
2018.  Motion carried unanimously.

8. Council Comments

None.

9. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at exactly 11:29 a.m.




