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State Bar of Michigan 

Public Corporation Law Section 

Minutes of Rescheduled Regular Meeting 
held on December 10, 2016 

1. Call to Order 

2. Attendance and Excused Absences 

Present:  Mark Nettleton, Lori Bluhm, Mary Fales, Gerald Fisher, Audrey Forbush, 
Chuck McKone, Catherine Mullhaupt, Carol Rosati, Stephen Schultz, Jeffrey Sluggett, 
Kester So, Debra Walling, Mike Watza, Eric Williams and Karrie Zeits.  A quorum was 
declared. 
 
Absent:  Butch Hollowell, Steve Joppich, Michael McGee, Catherine Mish, Greg 
Stremers, and James Tamm. 
 
Motion by Fisher, seconded by Sluggett, to excuse absences.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

3. Approval of Agenda:  Motion by Fales, seconded by Rosati, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

4. Approval of Minutes of the November 12, 2016, Meeting of the Council: Motion by 
Bluhm, seconded by Walling, to approve the minutes. Motion passed unanimously.  

5. Treasurer’s Report: No Treasurer’s Report presented. 

6. Old Business: 

a. Winter Seminar: It was noted that the agenda and speakers are pretty much in 
place, including medical marijuana, rights-of-way, and other topics. Cross-marketing 
with the Marijuana Section was discussed. There was a discussion regarding sponsorships 
for the event.  It was determined that there was no need due to the lack of a social 
gathering afterward. The menu as well as estimated attendance was discussed. 
Registration mechanics were also discussed.  It was determined that Mark Nettleton 
would follow up with the State Bar to get a cost for the State Bar to perform registration 
and timing issues. It was noted that valet parking will be available again this year, paid 
for by PCLS.  

b. Summer Seminar: Karrie Zeits discussed topics for the summer seminar, which 
would include water and sewer system upgrades and DEQ enforcement, vacation home 
rental regulation and zoning issues, marijuana update, and food truck regulation. The 
Supreme Court Justice speaker was discussed. It was determined that the Council would 
wait until January to follow up with Justice Larsen, and that if Justice Larsen wasn’t 
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available, Justice Markman would be a backup. Gerry Fisher and Kester So would 
contact Justice Markman to see if he is available in the event that Justice Larsen is not.  

c. Subcommittee Reports:  

(1) Committee Re: efforts to increase membership in Section - Lori Bluhm and 
Catherine Mullhaupt discussed amending the PCLS bylaws to change the PCLS 
name so it is more clear what the Public Corporation Law Section does. Several 
names were discussed, including “Government Law Section.” It was decided that 
suggestions for a name would be presented at the winter seminar for input from 
those in attendance as to what the best re-name should be.  

(2) Michigan Association of Planners Re: guidance for planners on “unauthorized 
practice of law” - It was noted that Deb Walling had followed-up with Emily 
Palacios on the issue, but had not heard back from Emily.  Deb agreed to follow-
up again and, if no response, to send a letter noting that PCLS would not be doing 
anything further on the issue until we heard further from Emily or the Michigan 
Association of Planners.  

(3) eNewsletter - The inaugural issue of the newsletter was discussed.  

7. New Business:  

a. Consideration of establishing a policy to maintain a fund balance was discussed. 
It was suggested that the amount that should be maintained should be at least 
enough to cover one year of the cost of publication of the newsletter.  Mark 
Nettleton will prepare and propose a policy statement for consideration by the 
Council at the January meeting. 

b. Mike Watza presented a request to join the response to an FCC Petition for 
Declaratory Ruling by Mobilite concerning use of public rights-of-way and 
applicable fees.  

Motion by McKone and Second by Walling to authorize the expenditure of an 
amount not to exceed $1,500 to participate in the response, subject to 
confirmation by the State Bar that it was appropriate for the PCLS to participate.  

Ayes: Mark Nettleton, Lori Bluhm, Mary Fales, Gerald Fisher, Audrey Forbush, 
Chuck McKone, Catherine Mullhaupt, Carol Rosati, Stephen Schultz, Jeffrey 
Sluggett, Kester So, Debra Walling, Mike Watza, Eric Williams and Karrie Zeits. 

Nays: None. 

Abstain: Mike Watza. 

Vote Not Cast:  Butch Hollowell, Steve Joppich, Michael McGee, Catherine 
Mish, Greg Stremers, and James Tamm. 
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Motion adopted. 

8. Council Comments: It was suggested that if we could not get either a current or a former 
Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court to speak at the summer seminar, Chris Thomas 
(Michigan Bureau of Elections) could be a possible speaker.  

9. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned by the Chair at approximately 11:25 a.m.  
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