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State Bar of Michigan
Public Corporation Law Section

Minutes of Regular Monthly Meeting on April 1, 2017

MSU School of Law, Rm 343 (Castle Boardroom)
648 N Shaw Ln, East Lansing, MI 48824

1. Call to Order

The regular monthly meeting of the Public Corporation Law Section Council was called 
to order on April 1, 2017, at 10:03 a.m. by Chair Nettleton.

2. Attendance and Excused Absences

Present:  Mark Nettleton, Lori Bluhm, Gerald Fisher, Steven Joppich, Michael McGee, 
Catherine Mullhaupt, Carol Rosati, Jeffrey Sluggett, Kester So, Gregory Stremers, James 
Tamm, Debra Walling, Mike Watza, and Eric Williams.  A quorum was declared.

Absent:  Mary Fales, Audrey Forbush, Ellen Ho/Butch Hollowell, Chuck McKone, 
Catherine Mish, Stephen Schultz, and Karrie Zeits.

Motion to excuse absences by Watza, support by Mullhaupt.  Motion carried 
unanimously.

3. Approval of Agenda

Chair Nettleton requested the addition of an item 7b. Proposed Rule Change to 8.2 Rules 
of Professional Conduct.

Motion by Rosati, seconded by Watza to approve the Agenda with the addition of New 
Business Item 7b Proposed Rule Change to 8.2 Rules of Professional Conduct.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

4. Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2017, Regular Meeting by Mullhaupt, 
seconded by Walling.  Motion carried unanimously.

5. Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Joppich presented the monthly financial reports provided by the SBM and 
commented that the expenses are coming in as contemplated at the last meeting. Chair 
Nettleton declared the Treasurer Report received and filed.
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6. Old Business

(a) Summer Seminar – June 23-25, 2017 – Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, MI:

Councilmember Fisher reported that Justice Larsen was unable to attend the 
conference, and he will proceed with contacting Justice Markman.  It was 
confirmed that the preference is for the Justice to speak in the afternoon of the 
23rd and that he and his driver will be provided one night accommodations at the 
hotel. Chair Nettleton noted that we are in the advertising and registration stage.

(b) “Subcommittee” Reports:

(1) Committee Regarding Efforts to Increase Membership in Section:

It was acknowledged that the efforts of this subcommittee are now tied to 
the name change, as all other matters have been addressed.

(2) eNewsletter:

Councilmember Joppich reported that Lizzie Mills has been doing a great 
job with the eNewsletter and is now fully up to speed.  As such, she will 
be taking over as the sole editor of the eNewsletter (as opposed to sharing 
responsibilities as a co-editor).

(3) Nomination Committee:

Chair Nettleton reported that Councilmembers McKone and Schultz have 
indicated that they are stepping-off at the end of their term this year.  
There was a discussion about the tremendous contributions these two 
gentlemen have provided to the Section and Council over the years, and 
their presence and comradery at Council meetings will be missed.  Chair 
Nettleton also reported that there have been no responses to his additional 
communications with the Detroit Law Department.  The Nominations 
Committee identified several individuals it was considering for 
nomination to fill the open seats, and other Councilmembers made 
suggestions as well.  The Nominations Committee will continue its efforts 
and report back next month.

(c) Consideration of a Motion to Amend the Section Bylaws:

Chair Nettleton presented the proposed amendment to the Bylaws for purposes of 
changing the Section’s name, and he explained the process to Council. Per 
Section 10.2 “Amendments” of the Bylaws, the Council must provide a “complete 
and accurate” text of the proposed amendments to be communicated to members 
of the Section by “any means or methods determined by the Council appropriate 
to properly inform the members of the Section prior to the Section’s Annual 
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Meeting.”  A proposed amendment must be submitted to the membership at the 
Annual Meeting and may be adopted by a majority vote of the members of the 
Section present and voting.  The amendment must then be submitted to the Board 
of Commissioners for review and approval.

Motion by Bluhm, supported by Mullhaupt to approve and recommend for 
submission to the members of the Section a proposed amendment of Section 1.1 
of the Public Corporation Law Section Bylaws to read as follows: “Section 1.1. 
NAME.  The Section shall be known as the “Government Law Section of the 
State Bar of Michigan.”

7. New Business

(a) Paying for Print Version of SBM Member Directory:

Professor Fisher introduced and described the issue at hand.  The SBM is now 
charging $35.00 to members who want a paper copy of the Member Directory.  
Many Councilmembers indicated that they still prefer and rely heavily on the 
physical directory on their desk, in addition to the version available online.  The 
question was raised as to whether bar dues were going to be reduced by $35.00 as 
a result of this change. Professor Fisher indicated that he was unaware of any such 
dues reduction connected to this change in the services provided by the SBM.

Motion by Fisher, seconded by Stremers to adopt the following resolution:

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Public Corporation Law Section of the 
State Bar of Michigan hereby requests the State Bar of Michigan to reconsider its 
decision to charge its members for a print version of the Member Directory, and 
authorizes Chair Nettleton to contact the Executive Director regarding same.

Ayes:  Nettleton, Bluhm, Fisher, Joppich, McGee, Mullhaupt, Rosati, Sluggett, 
So, Stremers, Tamm, Walling, and Williams.
Nays:  Watza.
Absentt:  Fales, Forbush, Hollowell, McKone, Mish, Schultz, and Zeits.
Abstain:  None.

(b) Proposed Change to Section B.2 of the Michigan Rules of Professional Conduct:

Chair Nettleton explained that he has received a notice of this rule change, which 
relates to retired and ex-judges representing themselves as judges and wearing 
robes, and being identified in public as judges. Councilmember Bluhm provided 
further information and explanation about the proposal.  Council briefly discussed 
the matter and there was a general consensus that this rule change does not seem 
like something within our Section’s purview.  No action taken.
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8. Council Comments

 Councilmember Watza reported on some issues regarding the future of telecom 
regulation changes and decisions in Washington, D.C.  

 Councilmember Bluhm commented upon flooding cases in the metro Detroit 
region.

10. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at exactly 10:54 a.m.




