
State Bar of Michigan
Public Corporation Law Section

Minutes of April 9, 2016, Meeting
(via telephone conference)

Call to Order: A meeting of the Public Corporation Law Section Council was called to 
order by Chair Kester So on April 9, 2016, at approximately 9:45 a.m.

1. Attendance:

Present: Debra Walling, Kester So, Karrie Zeits, Gerry Fisher, Catherine Mullhaput, 
Carol Rosati, Lori Bluhm, Chuck McKone, Jim Tamm, Jeff Sluggett, Mike Watza, Eric 
Williams, Greg Stremers, and Steve Joppich. 

Absent: Stephen Schultz, Catherine Mish, Mary Joan Fales, Mike McGee, Butch 
Hollowell, Phil Erickson, and Mark Nettleton. 

Motion to excuse absences made by McKone and seconded by Fisher. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

2. Approval of the Agenda:

Motion to approve the Agenda by Rosati, seconded by Sluggett. Motion passed 
unanimously.

3. Approval of the Minutes of March 12, 2016:

Motion by Fisher, seconded by Tamm to approve the minutes. Motion carried
unanimously.

4. Treasurer’s Report:

It was reported that the Treasurer’s Report had not been received. The matter was 
deferred to the May 2016 meeting. 

5. New Business:

Publications Committee. It was reported by Steve Joppich that the first issue of the 
newsletter would be out soon. It was reported that one article per issue was planned. At 
this point, Foster Swift has committed to an FLSA article and Miller Canfield has 
committed to a retiree benefits/collective bargaining issues article. It was suggested that 
Dan Matson’s poem be included in the first newsletter. The newsletter will be published 
every other month, plus there will be an annual compilation. It was discussed whether a 
motion to expend the funds necessary for publication of the newsletter was needed. The 
funds necessary for the newsletter are estimated to be at $140 per issue. It was the 
consensus of the Board that it already gave approval for this project as well as the funds 
needed for the project. 
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Summer Seminar. Gerry Fisher reported that Justice Cavanagh cannot speak at the 
seminar. Several suggestions for backups were made. It was agreed that Gerry Fisher 
would contact the Chief Judge at the Court of Appeals.

Proposed Rule Change. Kester So reported that he sent out a proposed rule change for 
everyone’s review and requested that everyone review and let him know if there are any 
comments. 

Council Member Elections. The Detroit seat was discussed. Eric Williams noted that he 
would be tied up with the Flint litigation and was looking for someone to fill his seat.  

Cracker Barrel. It was asked whether a vacant lot could be specially assessed for service 
in the future. It was discussed that this should be added as a topic for a future seminar. 
Mike Watza also discussed the effort by telecommunication companies to place 120'
poles in rights of way. It is the consensus that telecommunication poles are not covered 
under the Metro Act and municipalities can deny or negotiate with telecommunication 
companies regarding placement of 120' poles. 

6. Old Business:

No old business was discussed.

7. Adjournment:

The Council by consensus adjourned the meeting at approximately 10:26 a.m.
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