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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

GOVERNMENT LAW SECTION 
MEETING MINUTES 

September 8, 2018 
Regular Meeting by Phone Conference 

 
 
Call to Order: A phone conference meeting of the Governmental Law Section was called to Order by 
Chair, Steven P. Joppich on September 8, 2018, at 10:03 a.m. 
 
1. Attendance and Excused Absences: 
 
 Present: Chair, Steven P. Joppich, Gregory T. Stremers, Catherine Mullhaupt, Mary J. Fales, 

Gerald A. Fisher, Audrey J. Forbush, Christopher Forsyth, Helen Lizzie Mills, Mark E. 
Nettleton, James E. Tamm, Debra W. Walling, Michael Watza, Karrie A. Zeits  

 
 Absent: Lori Grigg Bluhm, Anita Hitchcock, Michael P. McGee, Sonal Hope Mithani, Carol 

Rosati, Jeffrey V.H. Sluggett, Kester K. So, Eric Williams 
 
 Motion to Excuse Absences: Fisher Support: Fales 

Council approved by unanimous vote 
 
2. Approval of Agenda: 
 
 Motion to Approve Agenda: Tamm  Support: Nettleton 

Council approved by unanimous vote 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes: July 20, 2018 Special Meeting; August 6, 2018 Special Meeting; and 

August 16, 2018 Electronic Meeting 
 
 Motion to Approve Minutes: Fisher Support: Forbush 

Council approved by unanimous vote 
 
4.  Treasurer’s Report:  Mullhaupt led a discussion on the financial statements: 
 

1. SBM Financials unaudited through July 31, 2018. Received, reviewed and filed. 
 

2. Paid Amicus participation: 
a. 7/31/2018—Kendzierski v County of Macomb. Payment to MML of $1,875. Amicus 

Account: 1-9-99-800-1139 
b. 9/4/2018—Taxpayers for Michigan Constitutional Government v State of Michigan. 

Payment to MML of $3,000. Amicus Account: 1-9-99-800-1139 
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3. Paid Conference participation: 
a. 8/22/2018—50% share of net loss for GLS-MAMA Summer Conference. Payment to 

MML of $1,223.59. Seminar Expenses Account: 1-9-99-800-1283 

Fales reported that some of that loss stemmed from expenses for administrative staffing. Final 
costs were at a higher than expected daily rate. And subsequent budget/financial reporting took 
longer because the MML staffer who handled that function took a new job.  

5.  Amicus Committee: Presentation of draft spreadsheet format (Tab B): Mullhaupt has 
developed new report format for amicus brief tracking and will share with the council. Stremers 
recommended posting reports of amicus briefs to the GLS Bar Section webpage, including the 
issue and results. Council approved by consensus. 

 
6. Old Business: 
  

a) Recap of 2018 GLS-MAMA Annual Summer Educational Conference: Fales reported that 
the evaluations were very positive. All speakers were well-received. She noted comments 
included requests for in-depth discussion of insurance for city properties and possible topics 
regarding the Tax Tribunal. Joppich commented and council members concurred that the 
Conference went well, and the location, rooms and food were excellent. 
 

b) Deruiter v Byron Township – Amicus request: MAMA has approved support up to $15,000, to 
be pro-rated with MTA and others. Fisher asked if the GLS Amicus Committee could meet on 
this first and make a recommendation to the Council. 
 
Motion to have GLS Amicus Committee meet and bring back to the October meeting if 
there is time, if not to then call a special meeting to address: Fales 
Support: Fisher 
Council approved by unanimous vote 
  

7. New Business: 
  

a) 2018-2019 Schedule of Meetings & Host Locations: Joppich explained his proposal to 
schedule more face-to-face council meetings, with the option for members to participate via 
conference call, with an emphasis on meeting at firms or the Bar offices in Lansing as a central 
location to accommodate those council members from other parts of the state. Most council 
members are within 1.25 hours’ drive of Lansing, and one is at least 1.5 hours’ drive away. Fales 
commented that as one of the members with a longer drive, she wouldn’t mind driving to 
Lansing and would like more in-person discussions, but winter driving conditions require that 
conference calls be an option. Forsyth also agreed with the Lansing location, as long as call-in 
participation is an option. Zeits, who has the longest drive, agreed with holding meetings in 
Lansing, as long as absences based on distance and driving conditions would be excused. 
Nettleton, Mills, Joppich and Watza recommended moving the meeting time to 11 a.m., to 
accommodate drive time, and suggested that light refreshments be provided  instead of a full 
breakfast, to avoid costs if weather cancels in-person meeting, with members encouraged to go 
for lunch together after the meetings. Joppich will provide a schedule of locations. Council 
approved by consensus. 
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b) 2019 Winter Seminar: 

 
i) Chair: Joppich will ask Mithani to chair, and Sluggett offered to co-chair the Winter 

Seminar.  
 

ii) Location: Walling offered to make arrangements with The Henry in Dearborn as the 
location. 
Motion to Approve The Henry as the location of the 2019 Winter Seminar: Fisher  
Support: Nettleton 
Council approved by unanimous vote 

 
iii) Date: Different dates in February were discussed, with concerns about potential winter 

weather and conflicts with other events. 
Motion to try for February 8, with February 1 as an alternative date of the 2019 Winter 
Seminar: Stremers 
Support: Nettleton 
Council approved by unanimous vote 

 
iv) Walling mentioned possible topics regarding State Bar initiatives on diversity and @MeToo 

issues in employment, with possible speakers such as Hon. Cynthia D. Stephens, a member 
of the Bar’s Public Policy Committee. Mills agreed that the subject was on point. 

 
v) Discussion was held on potential changes in costs for SBM staff due to a potential increase in 

the daily rate for administrative staff. Sponsorship rates were discussed. Mills asked whether 
sponsorship rates needed to be increased, or whether the emphasis should be on encouraging 
more attendees? Fales noted that attendance has been on the high side for the last few 
years—around 60 plus attendees. 

 
c) 2019 GLS-MAMA Annual Summer Educational Conference: Stremers reported that the 

Summer Conference will be held at the Inn at Bay Harbor, June 21-22, 2019. He contacted each 
of the SCOTUS Justices to determine availability to attend as guest speaker, and he received 
responses from all stating they are not available, due to the Court’s schedule. 

 
Mary J. Fales left meeting at 11:09 a.m. 

 
d) Smart Communities/PROTEC Petition for Reconsideration in FCC ROW Moratoria 

Matter—Briefing Request: Watza briefed the council on the request from PROTEC for funding 
to take the on issues to the SCOTUS in a consolidated approach of an estimated 20 briefs over 
five years. PROTEC is requesting funding of $10,000 per entity to be included in the briefs. 
Extensive discussion was held on the issues and the proposed cost. Fisher asked if the GLS 
lending support in name only would be helpful. Watza said yes, it could help build momentum to 
develop a coalition, but PROTEC cannot finance this alone. Joppich noted that procedurally, this 
would likely have to go through the State Bar for approval because the matter involves rule-
making. 
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Motion to approve GLS participation in name only, without financial support, subject to any 
applicable review at the State Bar level, in the PROTEC Petition for Reconsideration in FCC 
ROW Moratoria Matter: Fisher 
Support: Stremers 

 
Ayes: Gerald A. Fisher, Audrey J. Forbush, Christopher Forsyth, Steven P. Joppich, Helen Lizzie 
Mills, Catherine Mullhaupt, Mark E. Nettleton, Gregory T. Stremers, James E. Tamm, Debra W. 
Walling, Karrie A. Zeits. 
Nays: None. 
Votes Not Cast: Lori Grigg Bluhm, Mary J. Fales, Anita Hitchcock, Michael P. McGee, Sonal 
Hope Mithani, Carol Rosati, Jeffrey Sluggett, Kester K. So, Eric Williams. 
Abstaining: Michael Watza. 

 
Further discussion was held on adopting a position statement or resolution that could potentially 
be used as an “exhibit.” Joppich will follow up with Watza on possibly drafting a resolution to 
bring the issue back to the council if the Bar okays participation. 

 
8. Council Comments: 
 
 Joppich noted that the SBM Heads of Sections meeting agenda mentioned that a resolution in 

favor of Proposal 1, the recreational marihuana ballot initiative, had been submitted for the Bar’s 
consideration. SBM staff issued a memo stating that taking such a position was not permissible 
under existing law. 

 
 Nettleton commented on the questions raised by municipalities following the extensive “Emily” 

FOIA request for the November 2016 presidential election AV ballots, and suggested that a topic 
on FOIA requests involving election records might be a good topic for the Winter Seminar. 
Mullhaupt offered to assist in contacting Lori Bourbonais, Attorney and Manager of the Election 
Liaison Section, Michigan Bureau of Elections, as a possible speaker. 

 
Adjournment: The Council by consensus adjourned the meeting at 11:47 a.m. 
 
Minutes taken by Mullhaupt 


