
 

 

COUNCIL OF THE PUBLIC CORPORATION LAW 
SECTION OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

Minutes of the May 19, 2006 Meeting 
 
A regular meeting of the Council of the Public Corporation Law Section 
of the State Bar of Michigan was held on Friday, May 19, 2006 via 
telephone conference.  The meeting started at approximately 12:00 PM. 

Members participating included:  

Beach, Bluhm, Fales, Fisher, Matson, McKone, Morgan, Robinson, Rosati, Schloff, 
Sluggett, So, Tamm, and Walling. 

Not participating were: Beras, Howe, Schmidt, Seurynck, and Williams. 

Fales moved, and Rosati supported, a motion to excuse absent members.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Approval of Agenda: 

There was a motion by Rosati, supported by Beach, to approve the agenda for the May 
19, 2006 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes of the March 4 Council Meeting:   

Motion by McKone, supported by Matson, to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2006 
Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer's Report (March and April Financials): 

Sluggett reported on the financials ending March 31, 2006 and April 30, 2006.   

There was a motion by Fales, supported by Rosati, to approve the financial report.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

Tax Tribunal Commission: 

So led a discussion concerning the request the Council received to make a financial 
contribution in support of the newly formed Tax Tribunal Commission. Fisher noted the 
real need for reform of the Tribunal’s procedures and moved to contribute $1,000 to the 
Commission’s operations. Fales supported.  There was further discussion concerning the 
likely impact of any work done by the Commission. The motion was then withdrawn by 
Fisher in order to allow further discussion at the next Council meeting or annual meeting 
of the Section.  

 



 

 

Policy on Reimbursement of Speakers: 

Sluggett mentioned that a question had arisen concerning the Council’s policy for 
reimbursement of speakers’ expenses. Rosati noted that past policy with respect to in-
state speakers was that a speaker would not have to pay for registration at a conference 
and that Council would pay for a meal (of the speaker’s choosing), but that 
accommodations were the responsibility of the speaker.  Out-of-state speakers would be 
handled on a case by case basis.  Fisher suggested we obtain MAMA’s policy.  All 
agreed that the above-stated policy would not apply to judges who were invited to speak, 
and that accommodations for the judges would be paid. Several members noted that 
exceptions could be permitted but would need pre-approval from the Council. Walling 
indicated she would circulate the MAMA policy.    Rosati moved, supported by Schloff, 
to affirm the Council’s policy regarding the reimbursement of speakers as noted in these 
minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Amicus Brief: 

So identified that a request had been received to support an amicus brief. Walling 
explained that the MML Legal Defense Fund had retained Dennis McGinty’s firm to file 
an amicus brief involving building code and preemption issues. Robinson moved, 
supported by Tamm, to split the cost of the amicus brief with MAMA and the MTA (if 
the MTA participates).  Motion passed unanimously. Bluhm said she would advise Bill 
Matthewson of the Council’s decision. 

Membership: 

So led a discussion concerning several vacancies created on the Council and there was a 
general discussion concerning possible replacements.  There was also a discussion about 
officers for next year.  So advised he would speak with several individuals to determine 
their level of interest in serving.  

Adjournment: 
 

So adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:00 PM 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Jeff Sluggett, Secretary/Treasurer 


