
 

COUNCIL OF THE PUBLIC CORPORATION LAW 
SECTION OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 

Minutes of the February 16, 2006 Meeting 
 
A regular meeting of the Council of the Public Corporation Law Section 
of the State Bar of Michigan was held on Thursday, February 16, 2006 at 
the Palm Restaurant in Troy, Michigan.  The meeting started at 
approximately 12:00 PM. 

Members participating included:  

 J. Beras, M. Fales, G. Fisher, M. Howe, D. Matson, C. Robinson, D. Schmidt, J. 
Sluggett, J. Tamm, D. Walling, M. Watza, K. So, W. Beach, and S. Morgan 

Not participating were:  

 L. Bluhm, C. Rosati, K. Schloff, A. Seurynck, C. McKone, and E. Williams. 

Also in attendance were the following students from Thomas Cooley Law School:  Jeff 
Cuthbertson, Anisha Desai, Andrea Eggert, Jannelle Kiernan, and Cheryl Verran. 

Schmidt moved, and Beach supported, to excuse absent members.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Approval of Agenda: 

There was a motion by Tamm, supported by Robinson, to approve the agenda for the 
February 16, 2006 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes of the January 7, 2006 Council Meeting:   

Motion by Beach, supported by Matson, to approve the minutes of the January 7, 2006 
Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurer's Report (12/30/05 Financials): 

Sluggett reported on the financials ending December 30, 2005.  There was a motion by 
Walling, supported by Tamm to approve the Financial Report.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  There was also a discussion regarding a bill received from the MML for 
costs and charges from the 2005 Summer Conference.  Sluggett pointed out that an 
adjustment had been made and the bill received from the MML had been reduced by 
approximately $700.  There was a motion by Fales, supported by Fisher to approve 
payment of the bill as adjusted.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 



 

Summer Seminar Update (topics and speakers, Supreme Ct. judge, reservation for 
2007,  registration fee, memory sticks, etc.):  

Sluggett reported on the status of the Summer Conference.  He indicated that the topics 
have been finalized and the speakers have largely been identified.  He noted that Mike 
Watza had agreed to act as a moderator for the telecommunications and franchise portion 
of the discussion.  There was a general consensus that practical advise and discussions 
should be focused upon if possible.  Potential sponsors for the receptions have been 
identified and included: Dickinson Wright; Kitch, Drutchas, Wagner, Valitutti & 
Sherbrook; and Miller Canfield.  Walling discussed/confirmed that Justice Markman had 
agreed to act as the keynote speaker.  Fisher asked whether a Bocce Ball Tournament 
would be held again this year and was told that was a possibility.  Beach inquired as to 
whether students ought to be invited to attend.  Following some discussion, there was a 
motion by Beach, supported by Walling, to waive the registration fee for law students 
desiring to attend the Summer Conference (limited to two to three students per school).  
The motion passed unanimously. 

Update on Commission on Tax Tribunal:  

So advised the Council that he had recently met with a former judge of the Tax Tribunal 
regarding the newly created Commission and was advised that the Commission was 
being asked to study how tax appeals are handled.  So indicated that at the next Council 
meeting, one of the Commissioners will be asked to attend to further educate the Council 
as to the Commission’s purposes. 

Other Business: 

So mentioned that Milt Firestone Tribute to be held on March 9, 2006.  Both So and 
Fisher spoke about Mr. Firestone and his many contributions to municipal law. 

Beach briefly addressed the consolidated zoning and planning legislation and noted that 
the MML was looking for comments that can be shared with the Legislature. 

Walling advised the Council that she is the new liaison with the State Bar Board of 
Commissioners and proceeded to lead a discussion regarding whether Council members 
should be compensated.  Several members of the Council noted that the members of the 
Public Corporation Section had long served without pay and said that it was both a 
privilege and honor to be asked to join and to serve regardless of compensation.  There 
was a motion by Schmidt, supported by Howe, to recommend no change to the court 
rules with respect to compensation for Council members and to encourage the 
enforcement of the existing rules.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Motion was made by Beach, supported by Fales, to authorize the Council’s payment for 
the meal at the February 16, 2006 meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 



 

Adjournment: 
 
So adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:07 P.M. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     __________________________________ 
     Jeff Sluggett, Secretary/Treasurer 


