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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN
GOVERNMENT LAW SECTION

MEETING MINUTES
September 11, 2021

Monthly Meeting by Zoom 

CALL TO ORDER:   A Zoom conference meeting of the Government Law Section was called to 
order by Chair, Catherine Mullhaupt on September 11, 2021 at 10:01 am. 

1. Attendance and Excused Absences: 

Present: Fisher, Forsyth, Kolb, McGee, Mills, Mithani, Mullhaupt, Rosati, So, Stremers, Walling, 
Watza

Absent: Bluhm, Fales, Forbush, Joppich, Nettleton, Sluggett, Tamm, Williams, Zeits  

Motion to Excuse Absences:   Fisher Support: Walling
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

2. Approval of Agenda:  

Motion to Approve Agenda:    McGee Support: Kolb
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

3. Approval of May 1, 2021 Minutes: 

Motion to Approve Minutes:   Walling Support: Fisher  
Council approved by unanimous vote.  
 
4. Treasurer’s Report:  

The May, June, July and August 2021 SBM Financials were circulated with the meeting packet.  The 
Section continues to maintain a healthy fund balance.  

5. Seminars and Meetings:

a.  MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference

   i. 2021 MAMA/GLS Summer Conference/GLS Strategic Retreat 

Mills recapped the strategic retreat.  Attendees participated in an engaging discussion about the purpose of 
the section, resulting in the creation of a meaningful mission statement that was circulated to Council shortly 
after the retreat.  Council will next focus on implementing the mission statement to attract new, diverse 
members and to increase our profile in the legal community and within the State Bar.  Attendees also 
participated in the annual bocce tournament, which McGee and Mary Fisher won this year.   
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ii. 2022 MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference (June 24-25, 2022)

The 2022 Joint Summer Educational Conference is set for the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa. 

iii. 2023 MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference (June 23-24, 2023) 

MAMA and GLS have yet to finalize a location for 2023 Joint Summer Educational Conference.  Council 
members suggested that we look more seriously at Mission Point if we hold the summer conference at 
Mackinac Island given the experience of members who participated in the retreat held at the Grand Hotel.  
Mills reported that MAMA members were equally frustrated with their experience at the Grand Hotel and 
further relayed that Mission Point struggled with labor and food shortages during a recent conference she 
attended there.  Both organizations will continue to evaluate alternatives for the 2023 Summer Conference 
to ensure the best experience possible for conference attendees.    

6. New Business: 

a. None.

7. Old Business: 

a. Young Lawyers Section 13th Annual Young Lawyers Summit offered by ICLE, September 
11, 2021

Mullhaupt reminded Council members that GLS sponsored the Annual Young Lawyers Summit taking 
place today to the extent anyone wished to attend.  
 
8. Committees: 

a. Amicus Committee: 

i. Petersen Fin., LLC v. City of Kentwood, No. 350208 (Mich. Ct. App. Apr. 22, 
2021) 

Fisher updated Council members about the amicus brief filed in Petersen.  Fisher noted that the Michigan 
Constitution of 1963 provides municipalities with broad, implied authority over local concerns unless the 
law prohibits the exercise of such authority and the underlying Court of Appeals’ decision in Petersen 
ignored this authority.  The MML/GLS amicus brief drafted by Fisher (with the assistance of Stremers) 
included a section educating the MSC about this constitutional authority.  The plaintiff in Petersen moved 
for leave to respond to the amicus brief after it was filed.  The City of Kentwood suggested that MML and 
GLS move for leave to file a reply to the response brief.  After speaking with MML and GLS, Fisher 
prepared a reply brief.  The preparation of the reply brief did not exceed the original budget provided by 
the various entities.  Fisher thinks the case is positioned as well as it can be before the SCT.
  

b. Briefly Committee:      

Mills started that the committee is planning to circulate another issue of Briefly in mid-October 2021, which 
will include one substantive article and and include either an outgoing “thank you” message from Mullhaupt 
or a “welcome” greeting from Mills.  Mills also suggested that Briefly continue to include legislative 
updates and case summaries going forward and requested assistance from So and Rosati.  Mills also 
solicited additional editor assistance going forward.  

c. Social Media Committee: 

No updates. 
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d. Membership Committee:
 
No updates.  

9. Correspondence: 

Mullhaupt directed Council’s attention to a notice from the Governor’s Office regarding the Office’s new 
deadline to approve charter amendments and revisions for a ballot (circulated with meeting materials). 

10. Council comments: 

Mullhaupt stated that on September 9, 2021, GLS circulated the Official Notice of 2021 Annual Meeting 
and Election and 2021 Organizational Meeting being held on October 9, 2021.  GLS will redistribute the 
notice later this month.  

Mills noted that Fales is not renewing her appointment but will continue to be involved in GLS’ strategic 
planning. Council extended their deepest appreciation for Fales’ years (decades) of service to GLS and 
Council.  Mills discussed holding Fales’ seat vacant until we can locate new, diverse members who serve 
as in-house municipal counsel.  

Fisher called attention to the Sixth Circuit’s August 25, 2021 decision in Andrews v. City of Mentor, Ohio 
(Case No. 20-4030) to reverse the lower court’s decision to grant judgment on the pleadings regarding the 
plaintiff’s Fifth and Fourteenth Amendment claims based on the denial of a rezoning application. Fisher 
noted the adverse consequences this decision could have on municipalities going forward. 

Forsyth raised a recent Detroit Free Press article (September 7, 2021) discussing the state’s Small Cell 
legislation, noting that Watza was quoted in the article.  Watza further discussed the implications of the law 
with Council.   

Council discussed various individuals who can educate and train new elected officials on their (limited) 
roles as elected representatives charged with managing municipal business. 

Council adjourned the meeting at 10:46 am.

Minutes taken by Mithani


