
1

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN
GOVERNMENT LAW SECTION

MEETING MINUTES
February 12, 2021

Monthly Meeting by Zoom 

CALL TO ORDER:   A Zoom conference meeting of the Government Law Section was called to 
order by Chair, Catherine Mullhaupt on February 12, 2021 at 12:03 pm. 

1. Attendance and Excused Absences: 

Present: Bluhm, Fales, Fisher, Forbush, Forsyth, Joppich, Kolb, Mills, Mithani, Mullhaupt, 
Rosati, So, Walling, Watza, Williams, Zeits

Absent: McGee, Nettleton, Sluggett, Stremers, Tamm  

Motion to Excuse Absences:   Fisher  Support: Rosati 
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

2. Approval of Agenda:  

Motion to Approve Agenda:    Mithani Support: Fisher  
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

3. Approval of January 9, 2021 Minutes: 

Motion to Approve Minutes:   Forsyth Support: Bluhm   
Council approved by unanimous vote.  
 
4. Treasurer’s Report:  

Mullhaupt circulated the Section’s income statements for the three months ending December 31, 2021 and 
the four months ending January 31, 2021, along with the current trial balance report.  Forbush reported that 
the Section maintains a very healthy fund balance.  Expenses have been quite limited during the pandemic.  
Council will incur $4,000 in attorneys’ fees for the amicus brief in Tshirhart v. Troy, and this will be 
reflected in next month’s income statement. 

5. Seminars and Meetings:

  a. 2021 Virtual Winter Seminar – Friday, February 12, 2021

Council members who attended the Winter Seminar, which started and ended on time, commented that it 
went well and was a great first effort at offering a virtual seminar.  The seminar generated approximately 
$2,000 in revenue and expenses were minimal.  Mullhaupt circulated an online survey to attendees and will 
report the results to the Council at a later date.  Final attendance included 100 guests and speakers combined.  
Mullhaupt thanked Miller Canfield for hosting the event through its Zoom account and providing IT support 
during the seminar, and also thanked Kolb for moderating the seminar.  Mullhaupt noted that several 
attendees requested CLE certification and Council agreed that this is something we should consider offering 
in the future.  Bluhm suggested that we offer a formal 10-minute break during a virtual seminar if we offer 
one in the future.  The seminar was recorded and will be posted on the GLS Council’s “Events” page.  
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Council members agreed that the Section should consider offering virtual seminars in the future and to 
consider how we might utilize a virtual option during some of our in-person meetings and conferences.   

b.  MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference.

   i. 2021 MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference (June 18-19, 2021)

Mills reported that she has been working with Vince Duckworth at MAMA to better understand what 
MAMA wants to accomplish at this year’s summer conference.  MAMA does not believe its members will 
attend an in-person conference.  Council members discussed what other options would be available for 
hosting a summer conference this year.  The general consensus was to offer an “event” that creates a 
placeholder for attendees, but to schedule it during the work week during two three-hour sessions over a 
1-2 week period.  Mills stated that it appears that the joint planning committee is still interested in covering 
the topics of DEI and Social Justice and the impact these issues have on municipal entities.  The Grand 
Hotel is still holding us responsible for ½ of the rooms in our 35-room block this year but is also still 
encouraging MAMA and GLS to enter into a contract for the 2023 summer conference.  Discussions 
surrounding both contracts are ongoing.  MAMA has discussed using the rooms to hold a retreat for MAMA 
and GLS leadership, or to make the rooms available for the membership to book and use sometime during 
the summer.  

6. New Business: 

a. Welcome from Lisa J. Hamameh, SBM Board of Commissioners, GLS Liaison

Mullhaupt introduced Lisa Hamameh, our liaison with the State Bar’s Board of Commissioners.  Hamameh 
participated in the Winter Seminar and stated that she thought it went well and the presentations were 
seamless.  Hamameh briefly explained the Board’s expectations of Council, particularly the expectation 
that we apprise the Board of any policies or positions we take as a Section.  
   
7. Old Business:   

a. SBM Marketing Presentation.

Mills confirmed that Jennifer Hatter can present at the March 6, 2021 meeting to discuss marketing 
opportunities to expand our membership to include less experienced lawyers, while retaining experienced 
ones.    

b. Michigan DOT Invitation to GLS to Appoint Representative to Local Government 
Advisory Team.

Mullhaupt appointed Chris Forsyth to the MDOT Local Government Advisory Team (LGAT). Forsyth 
attended his first LGAT meeting and learned that  MDOT is pushing for legislation that will implement an 
early warning system for those communities suffering from financial distress.  MDOT is also encouraging 
legislation that will address summer tax deferment and, in particular, interest and penalty assessments for 
summer tax.  
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8. Committees: 

a. Amicus Committee: 

Watza reported on the UPPCO litigation with the Village of L’Anse.  MML decided that it will not file an 
amicus brief at the application stage but will, instead, file an amicus brief if the Michigan Supreme Court 
grants UPPCO leave to appeal. Council will also revisit joining an amicus brief at that time. 

Mithani and Joppich provided Council with an update on the DAART litigation and the Michigan Supreme 
Court’s decision to remand the matter for further fact-finding. 
    

b. Briefly Committee:  

Mills received an article from Brian Heckman on probate courts and ordinance enforcement against the 
deceased.  Mills also plans to contact Emily Palacios (a speaker at the Winter Seminar) to ask her to prepare 
an article based on her presentation at the seminar. 

c. Social Media Committee: 

d. Membership Committee:

Mullhaupt is planning to initiate a joint meeting of the Social Media and Membership Committees, likely 
in the first quarter of 2021.    

9. Correspondence: 

None. 

10. Council comments: 

Bluhm mentioned that the City of Troy is filing a petition for certiorari review of an unfavorable Sixth 
Circuit decision against the City regarding off premises and on premises distinctions in sign regulations.  
Bluhm will circulate an amicus brief prepared by ILMA on the same issue before the Fifth Circuit.  Joppich 
thanked Lisa Hamameh for attending the Council meeting.      

Council adjourned the meeting at 1:09 pm.

Minutes taken by Mithani


