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REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES

Via Zoom

A meeting of the Government Law Section was called to order by Chair Mills on December 4, 
202 at 10:00 a.m

I. ATTENDANCE and EXCUSED ABSENCES

Present: Bluhm, Brown, Forsyth, Joppich, King, Kolb, Mills, Mithani, Mullhaupt, 
Nettleton, Rosati, Sluggett, So, Watza, Williams
Absent: Fisher, Forbush, McGee, Tamm, Walling, Zeits

Motion to Excuse Absences: Nettleton Support: Mithani
Council approved by unanimous vote

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion to Approve Agenda: Rosati  Support: Bluhm
Council approved by unanimous vote

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to Approve Minutes of November Regular Monthly Meeting: Williams
Support: Rosati
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

No report provided due to Forbush being absent. Mills commented that the section 
finances are good. 

V. AMICUS COMMITTEE

No report

VI. GLS Briefly Editor: Jacob Fox (co-editor of Briefly) advised that the November edition 
has been delayed because of an added article; it will be published on Monday, December 
6th. The January Briefly edition will focus on elections. 

VII. MEMBERSHIP AND SOCIAL COMMITTEES: Mills will reach out to members to 
determine if they still practice municipal law and are interested in serving on these 
committees. Mills will provide an update on recommendations for appointments at a 
future meeting.



Page 2 of 3

VIII. OLD BUSINESS:

a. Strategic Planning -- Mills to present a slate of committee members at the next 
regular meeting. 

b. Michigan Supreme Court amicus invitation in the matter of Technical Professional & 
Officeworkers Association of Michigan v. Daniel Lee Renner (Case No. 162601) -- 
No update or report provided.

c. Winter Seminar

Co-Chair Kolb shared information on the following:
1.  Rental fee for the event space, Summit on the Park.
2.  Zingerman’s catering proposal, which includes a continental breakfast, lunch 

with beef, chicken, and vegetarian options, as well as afternoon snacks. The 
fee is $6,500 with a deposit due soon.

3. Council meeting after the seminar will take place at a local restaurant in a 
private room that is located a short distance from the event center.

4. Council members discussed Owl video and audio technology. Mullhaupt 
indicated that the Owl was used successfully at a recent MTA event. 

Co-Chair Joppich shared information on the proposed agenda and asked for input 
about proposed seminar topics:
1. Right to Farm Act. Mullhaupt advised that she serves on GAAMPS taskforce 

lead by MDARD Staff. She is willing to put together a panel that could 
include MDARD staff. This and backyard chickens are important topics for 
townships. Members agreed that these both should be on the agenda and more 
time allotted for this topic.

2. Preemption and Charter Amendments. Forsyth explained the Traverse City 
Charter proposition that bans tall buildings unless by a majority vote of City 
residents. The Attorney General indicated this charter amendment was 
probably illegal because it conflicts with the ZEA. Joppich will reach out to 
Asst. A.G. George Elworth and ask if he would give a presentation on the 
charter amendment review process.

3. Joppich discussed use of public facilities and stormwater/rain events as two 
topics. Members indicated that both are good topics. Mills indicated that the 
Drain Commissioners conference is occurring on the same date as the Winter 
Seminar. 

4. Rosati requested adding as a presenter the counsel who litigated the Canton 
Township tree case as well as the attorney who prepared the amicus brief. 

5. Both Joppich and Kolb asked for comments or concerns with the title. Council 
members had no concerns. 

Action Items: 

1. Motion to approve the catering contract with Zingerman’s subject to 
State Bar review and approval. Rosati Support: King
Council approved by unanimous vote.

2. Motion to approve the facility rental contract subject to State Bar review 
and approval.
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Sluggett Support: Rosati
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

Co-Chair Kolb: Asked for Council input related to State Bar requirements:
1. Name Badges – Consensus was to request badges for attendees
2. Online or mail in registration – consensus was online option only
3. In person and online registration fees – Members discussed keeping fees at 

the same rate at rates charges for 2019/2020 seminar.
Motion to charge the same rate for both in person and online registration at 
the same rate fee as charged for the 2019/2020 winter seminar. Forsyth 
Support: Joppich
4. Other items discussed:

a. Council members supported eblasts
b. Members supported having both printed and online materials
c. Mills will defer to co-chairs on sending notice of seminar to other 

sections. 

d. Summer Conference – Mithani led the discussion on topics and requested members 
provide ideas on two potential topics, DEI and cybersecurity. The topic of DEI could 
include procurement policies and dealing with DEI requests from outside entities. 
Cybersecurity could include a presentation on cyberattacks. Members supported 
having both topics, a half day each. 
  

IX. NEW BUSINESS – None presented 

X. CORRESPONDENCE – Mills gave Council members a report on the State Bar request 
for comments on a proposed amendment to MCR 7.212. 

XI. COUNCIL COMMENTS – Rosati informed Council members of the sudden death of 
Chris Johnson’s wife Patsy. She will provide funeral information to members in an email.

XII. ADJOURNMENT 

Mills adjourned meeting at 11:13 am.

Minutes taken by Forsyth 


