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REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES  

March 7, 2020 
Via telephone conference 

I. CALL TO ORDER: A meeting of the Government Law Section was called to order by Chair 
Greg Stremers at 10:00 a.m.

II. ATTENDANCE AND EXCUSED ABSENCES 

Present:  Bluhm, Fales, Forbush, Forsyth, Joppich, McGee, Mills, Mithani, Mullhaupt, Rosati, 
Sluggett, So, Stremers, Tamm, Walling, Zeits 

Absent: Fisher, Hitchcock, Nettleton, Watza, Williams 

Motion to Excuse Absences: Mullhaupt Support: Tamm
Council approved by unanimous vote 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

Motion to Approve Agenda as amended to include Amicus Committee: Mithani
Support: Tamm

Council approved by unanimous vote 

Motion to Approve February 7, 2020 minutes: Fales Support: Rosati
Council approved by unanimous vote 

IV. AMICUS COMMITTEE 

Mithani advised of the City of Detroit’s request for Amicus Support DAART v. Detroit. The Michigan 
Supreme Court ordered a MOA and discrete briefing in this matter involving a combined sewer system, 
which commenced as an original action in the Court of Appeals, where the charge was affirmed.  
Presumably, approximately 100 municipalities will be similarly impacted if the Supreme Court reaches 
an alternative conclusion to the validity of the charge.  Great Lakes Water Authority will present an 
amicus. MML LDF will be participating as amicus, with Joppich as drafter, not contingent on participation 
of MTA and this Section.  Council discussed high level of importance to this matter. 

Motion, subject to final approval by Amicus Committee, to participate as amicus in the case 
of DAART v. Detroit with a cost not to exceed $2,000.       Walling  Support: Bluhm

Ayes: Bluhm, Fales, Forbush, Forsyth, Mills, Mullhaupt, Sluggett, So, Stremers, Tamm, Walling, 
Zeits 
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Nays: None 
Votes Not Cast:  Fisher, Hitchcock, Nettleton, Watza, Williams 
Abstaining:  Joppich, McGee, Mithani, Rosati 

V. TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Mills and discussed general status, as well as processing of check request for final payment to The Henry 
for the Winter Seminar. Council noted that revenue is up, while expenses are a bit higher than last year, 
not yet including the last payment to The Henry. Council noted the State Bar realization that many of our 
Section members at age 70 or above are non-dues paying members. 

VI.  OLD BUSINESS: 

a. WINTER SEMINAR at THE HENRY - February 7, 2020

Council expressed interest in returning to The Henry for the next Seminar.  Discussion regarding 
relocating meeting and value of offering networking or modifying current networking – meeting 
arrangements used to date. Rosati proposed moving our meeting to during lunch or with some one 
stationed at the lobby to facilitate networking as intended.  She also noted the slight shortage on seats for 
lunch could be resolved by holding the meeting during lunch nearer to the lobby. 

Council appreciated the State Bar’s electronic survey and indicated preference to this over the hard copy 
survey. 

b. MICHIGAN BAR JOURNAL GOVERNMENT LAW ISSUE IN 2020 

Bluhm advised all not just on track, but possibly will be pushed up a month for publication because of 
success. Articles all well-written.  Chair Stremers thanked Williams and Bluhm. 

c. SUBMISSION OF BY-LAW CHANGES – DEPUTY TREASURER 

Chair Stremers submitted by-law change, with changes to take place at next annual meeting. 

d. MARKETING PRESENTATION  

Chair Stremers reminded Council of the anticipated opportunity to utilize the marketing presentation from 
the State Bar to garner ideas about how to expand our reach to new members. 

e. SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE 

Chair Stremers advised the survey will be sent out shortly.  A meeting is scheduled for next month.   

VII. SEMINARS: SUMMER SEMINAR at GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT & SPA – 6/26-27  

Mullhaupt reviewed draft tentative agenda for Summer Seminar and discussed preparatory call with 
MAMA.  Ethics speaker moved to GLS portion of the meeting, rather than the lunch on Saturday as 
previously scheduled.  Mullhaupt advised MAMA of GLS declination to select and participate in payment 
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for a particular crisis communication speaker. Council discussed networking activities (golf, 5k, bocce). 
Rosati will explore golf options. 

Anticipated MML staff costs will exceed $2,000. Council discussed State Bar Finance recommendations 
regarding potential increase to registration increase, with structured increase in subsequent years. 

Council discussed Council retreat or executive board meeting prior to Annual Meeting for long-term 
planning, logistics, etc.  Consensus achieved to move forward with planning for night before; Chair 
Stremers to follow-up with members. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS:   

a. Winter Seminar – February 12, 2021. 

Hold date of February 12, 2021 at The Henry confirmed. 

b. NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Committee will meet in April.  Chair Stremers reminded of the 30-day notice requirement of publication 
regarding annual meeting.  Chair Stremers solicited Council input on nominations for the single position 
open for 2020, including the new Deputy Secretary-Treasurer.  Discussion regarding inclusion of GLWA, 
City of Detroit for this spot or the membership committee. 

c. DEPUTY SECRETARY-TREASURER – Nothing further 

d. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Chair Stremers discussed circulated mission guidelines and goal of 1,000 members.  Composition of 
Committee to include one current Council member. 

IX. CORRESPONDENCE.  

Chair Stremers accepted and received from Kristina A. Bilowus (Young Lawyers Section) and Michael 
J. Marutiak (Criminal Law Section).

X. COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Council discussed whether to convert to a telephone meeting due to Spring Breaks.  Chair Stremers will  
circulate email regarding possible change for meeting on  April 4, 2020 to be telephonic rather than a live 
meeting at Mika Meyers.   

XI. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to Adjourn: Rosati Support: Mullhaupt
Council approved by unanimous vote at 10:58. 


