
1

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN
GOVERNMENT LAW SECTION

MEETING MINUTES
December 5, 2020

Monthly Meeting by Zoom 

CALL TO ORDER:   A Zoom conference meeting of the Government Law Section was called to 
order by Chair, Catherine Mullhaupt on December 5, 2020 at 10:00 am. 

1. Attendance and Excused Absences: 

Present: Fales, Fisher, Forbush, Forsyth, Joppich, Kolb, McGee (dropped off at 11:00 am), Mills, 
Mithani, Mullhaupt, Nettleton, Sluggett, So, Stremers (dropped off at 11:00 am), Tamm, 
Walling, Watza, Williams

Absent: Bluhm, Rosati, Zeits  

Motion to Excuse Absences:  Williams Support: Joppich
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

2. Approval of Agenda:  

Motion to Approve Agenda:   Forsyth Support: Fales  
Council approved by unanimous vote. 

3. Approval of November 7, 2020 Minutes: 

Motion to Approve Minutes:   Sluggett Support: Nettleton  
Council approved by unanimous vote.  
 
4. Treasurer’s Report:  

Forbush reported that there are no updated financials from the State Bar.  Council has also not received any 
additional invoices.     

5. Seminars and Meetings:

  a. 2021 Virtual Winter Seminar – Friday, February 12, 2021

Mullhaupt summarized the various options for the Winter Seminar in the areas of registration, hosting, 
promotion, posting of materials and circulation of evaluations.  Registration for money must go through 
the State Bar (on-line, credit card).  

Motion to rely on State Bar to handle registrations and promotion for Winter Seminar, and Miller 
Canfield to host Winter Seminar via Zoom, with some sponsorship recognition provided to Miller 
Canfield for its in-kind support:  So
Support: Kolb
Ayes: Fales, Fisher, Forbush, Forsyth, Joppich, Kolb, Mills, Mullhaupt, Nettleton, 

Sluggett, So, Stremers, Tamm, Walling, Watza, Williams
Nays: None
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Votes Not Cast: Bluhm, Rosati, Zeits
Abstentions: McGee, Mithani
Council approved by a vote of 16-0. 

Mullhaupt next raised possible topics for the Winter Seminar, summarizing prior discussions.  Mills noted 
that Diversity and Inclusion might be better suited for the Summer session given the ability to do a deep 
dive into the subject and spend a whole day on the issues via a bigger format.  Council concurred.  Support 
continued to exist for including initiative petitions as a discussion topic, with focus centered on marijuana 
petitions and updates surrounding marijuana regulation.  Stremers suggested a session on the Open 
Meetings Act.  Mills mentioned wind and solar as a possible topic, which would allow us to draw interest 
other section members. Council generally supported the idea of focusing primarily on drawing attendance 
from our own section members for the Winter Seminar. Council will refine these topics at the January 2021 
meeting. 

b.  MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference.

   i. 2021 MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference (June 18-19, 2021)

ii. 2022 MAMA/GLS Summer Educational Conference (June 24-25, 2022)

Mullhaupt will inform MAMA of GLS’ summer conference topic (i.e., diversity and inclusion) for the 2021 
summer conference.  Mullhaupt discussed MAMA’s Educational Events Policy, noting that GLS is a 
member of MAMA’s Joint Planning Committee for the MAMA/GLS summer conference.  Historically, 
GLS has shared equally in the costs of the Summer Educational Conference although there is no formal 
contract with MAMA requiring us to do so.  Council proposed designating specific individuals to work 
with MAMA to plan this year’s conference and if possible, to further refine the contract provisions with the 
various providers surrounding the right to cancel the upcoming conferences.  

6. New Business: 

Council discussed the Michigan Supreme Court’s invitation to submit an amicus brief in the appeal of 
Township of Fraser v Haney, SC Docket No. 160991, COA No. 337842.  Mullhaupt noted that MTA had 
submitted an amicus brief in support of application for leave to appeal (authored by Rob Thall).  Council 
debated whether to join the amicus being authored by MTA in support of the granted appeal, or to submit 
its own amicus brief fleshing out the positions of other municipal entities.  Council determined there would 
be significant value in GLS submitting its own amicus brief. Mithani will inform MML of GLS’ decision, 
and Forsyth will contact the Michigan Association of Counties to see if it would like to join the brief. 

Motion to accept Michigan Supreme Court invitation to participate in Township of Fraser v Haney, 
and to submit an amicus brief to be authored by Gerry Fisher (with volunteer support from Steve 
Joppich) for a sum not to exceed $10,000, with the possibility of MML joining as a co-author and 
contributing a pro-rata share of the funding for the brief:  Williams

Support:  Walling.
Ayes: Fales, Forbush, Forsyth, Joppich, Kolb, Mills, Mithani, Nettleton, Sluggett, So, 

Tamm, Walling, Watza, Williams
Nays:  None
Votes Not Cast: Bluhm, McGee, Rosati, Stremers, Zeits
Abstentions:  Fisher, Mullhaupt
Council approved by a vote of 14-0. 

https://courts.michigan.gov/opinions_orders/case_search/pages/default.aspx?SearchType=1&CaseNumber=160991&CourtType_CaseNumber=1
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7. Old Business:   

Mills has repeatedly contacted Jennifer Hatter to ask her to present marketing-related information during a 
scheduled council meeting in 2021 but has not received a response from Ms. Hatter.  Mills will continue 
her efforts to contact Ms. Hatter. 

  
8. Committees: 

a. Amicus Committee: 

No new business to report.  

b. Briefly Committee:  

Mills stated that Jacob Fox is reviewing and editing submitted articles in anticipation of an upcoming 
publication of a new issue of Briefly. 

c. Social Media Committee: 

d. Membership Committee:

Mullhaupt is planning to initiate a joint meeting of the Social Media and Membership Committees, likely 
in the first quarter of 2021.    

9. Correspondence: 

Mullhaupt noted the Michigan Supreme Court advised the State Bar via written correspondence submitted 
to all sections that revisions to Michigan’s Uniform Citations, Commercial Law Citations, and related court 
forms were recently approved. 

10. Council comments: 

None. 

Council adjourned the meeting at  11:27 am.

Minutes taken by Mithani


