
PUBLIC CORPORATIONS LAW SECTION OF THE STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN  
 

Minutes of March 5, 2005 Meeting 
 

 A regular meeting of the Public Corporations Law Section of the State Bar of 
Michigan was held on Saturday, March 5, 2005 at the law offices of Kitch Drutchas, in 
Okemos, Michigan.  The meeting started at 9:45 am.  Members participating include: B. 
Beach, L. Bluhm, J.DeGrazia, M. Fales, G. Fisher, M. Howe, D. Matson, S. Morgan, C. 
Robinson, K. Schloff, A. Seurynck, K. So, D. Walling, M. Watza, E. Williams.  D. Walling 
moved, and G. Fisher seconded a motion to excuse absent members H. Hardaway, C. 
McKone, D. Schmidt, J. Sluggett.  Motion passed unanimously.    
 
 There was a motion by D. Walling, seconded by K. So, to approve the agenda, 
which was approved unanimously.  B. Beach moved to approve to minutes of the 
February 11, 2005 meeting, seconded by D. Matson and passed.   
 
 J. DeGrazia recapped the winter seminar.  There was also some discussion 
about possible topics for the PCLS/MAMA Summer Seminar, scheduled for Jun 24-26, 
2005 at the Grand Hotel, Mackinaw Island.  Suggested topic additions include municipal 
receivership and public construction contracts.  This will be conveyed at the March 18, 
2005 MAMA Continuing Education Committee for discussion, and the securing of 
speakers will begin.   
 
 Michigan Court of Appeals Chief Judge William Whitbeck was present, and 
updated the Section on recent changes that had occurred at the Court of Appeals.  He 
is also visiting the sections of the State Bar, in an effort to obtain input from the 
“consumers” of the Court, or their representatives.  He requested formal “proposals” for 
changing the Michigan Court rules and/or legislation.  He requested a proposed draft of 
each recommended modification, and a description of the result for implementation.  M. 
Howe and G. Fisher agreed to assist on a committee to accomplish this task.   The 
committee will especially focus on zoning cases and other public corporation concerns.      
 
 The members then discussed the new conditional zoning statute, and the 
recommendation that no community utilize the statute until some modifications could be 
proposed.  G. Fisher and B. Beach have already initiated efforts in obtaining legislative 
modifications to the statute.  There was also some discussion about lobbying before 
passage of new legislation, and a discussion of methods to become more informed of 
possible changes.  
 

M. Howe moved to adjourn at 12:00, M. Watza seconded, and the meeting was 
concluded.      

 
     Respectfully submitted,  
           

_______________________________ 
     Lori Grigg Bluhm, Secretary/Treasurer 
 


