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REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING AGENDA  
November 5, 2022 – 10:00 AM 

A meeting of the Government Law Section was called to order by Chair Mithani at 10:00 a.m.

Call to Order 

1. Attendance and Excused Absences  

Present: Bluhm, Fisher, Forbush, Forsyth, James, Joppich, King, Kolb, Mithani, Sluggett, 
So, Tamm, Thomas, Watza, Williams, Zeits 

Absent:  Brown, McGee, Mills, Nettleton, Steele 

Motion to excuse absences:  Fisher Second:  Watza 

Council approved by unanimous vote.

2. Approval of Agenda 

Motion to approve agenda as presented:  Forsyth Second:  Tamm 

Council approved by unanimous vote.

3. Minutes of October 1, 2022 Regular Meeting  

Motion to approved minutes as proposed:  Bluhm  Second:  Sluggett 

Council approved by unanimous vote. 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

Secretary/Treasurer Forsyth presented a report on the status of the Section’s finances.  
He reported that he had to certify that all expenses have been paid for the year.  The 
State Bar of Michigan has accepted the Section’s report. 

Secretary/Treasurer Forsyth reported that the fund balance has increased by 
approximately $4,700.  Part of this came from an increase in winter seminar registration 
fees, and an increase in section dues.  He indicated that expenses for the summer 
conference were higher than in the past, as well as fees paid for amicus briefs.   

Chair Mithani reported that the seminar expenses as shown on the report includes both 
the Summer and Winter Seminar.
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5. Amicus Committee 

a. Amicus Curiae Guidelines  

Chair Mithani reported that the guidelines were prepared because she noticed 
that some of the other sections had guidelines in place.  This will assist the 
Section in deciding which cases to support, because requestors will be required 
to show they meet the guidelines.   

Williams reviewed the guidelines he had drafted.  There were no questions or 
comments from the Section.  General support was indicated. 

Motion to approve the Amicus Curiae guidelines:  Fisher  Second: Bluhm 

6. Publications Committee 

Chair Mithani reported that she has been talking to Jake Fox and working on 
establishing a publications committee.  At this point, there are three members.  They 
are looking for additional volunteers to join the committee. 

The Briefly deadline was coming up and we should see the latest edition yet this month. 

7. Old Business

a. Section Membership Statistics

Chair Mithani provided an update on Section membership.  She indicated it is not 
unusual for membership numbers to change throughout the year.  2022-2023 
renewals are still coming in.   

Tamm commented that there seemed to be an increase in membership following 
the change in name of the Section. 

Fisher suggested creating an incentive for members to bring a participant to a 
seminar who has never attended before. 

Watza suggested utilizing LinkedIn to recruit new members, particularly in-house 
attorneys.  James offered to work on this. 

Chair Mithani proposed a Spring-time social event with no educational 
component. 

Williams proposed an informal “bring your issue” mini-event to try and attract 
new participants.   

Bluhm proposed a combination social/roundtable event to provide an outlet for 
both social and informational purposes. 



Page 3 of 4

King and James volunteered to work with Chair Mithani to brainstorm ideas. 

b. 2023 Winter Conference  - (February 17, 2023 – Canton Township) - 
Update 

Chair Mithani shared that the banquet facilities in Canton were available to be 
used again and shared the discussion from the initial planning meeting that 
occurred, including the decision to focus on election-related issues.  She shared 
the proposed outline that was discussed and asked for ideas on speakers. 

c. 2023 Summer Conference (June 23-24, 2023 - Crystal Mountain) 

1. Topics – Zoning (short term rentals, SFR, HUD resolutions) and EGLE 
PFAS demands/plans/financing 

Chair Mithani indicated more discussion would be held at the December 
Meeting.  There is a March deadline for planning. 

d. 2024 Summer Conference (TBD)  - Venue Proposals (2 attachments)  

Location options include The Grand and Mission Point.  MML planners were 
interested in the Mission Point proposal, and the rooms are cheaper for 
participants.  While The Grand’s per room charge wash higher, it did include 
dinner and breakfast.  Comments were made that service at The Grand had 
been underwhelming the last couple Seminar’s.  It was noted that the proposed 
contract for Mission Point had a higher possible cost for MAMA and GLS.  Chair 
Mithani advised she had some questions about the differences in the contract 
and would reach out for more information. 

8. New Business

a. 10.27.2022 Notice of Public Policy Items to Be Considered

Chair Mithani sought comments on the items to be considered.  None were 
offered. 

b. 11.01.2022 Referral of ADM File No. 2022-32: Proposed Court Rule 
Amendments

Chair Mithani sought comments on the items to be considered.  None were 
offered. 

c. Legislative efforts re: Costs of Improvements to Residential Roads 
(a.k.a Payments to Fix the Damn Roads)

Fisher stated there was concern about the increase in costs to improve (mainly) 
neighborhood roads, and as a result, SAD as a funding mechanism was getting 
out of reach for many.  He wanted to see if there was a legislative fix; however, 
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after discussions with the MTA, Fisher concluded that this is probably not the 
best time to address these issues legislatively.  Fisher suggested maybe the 
incoming legislature may be more receptive to a proposal to assist residents. 

d. Venue of December Meeting

There was discussion about whether there was interest in an in-person meeting 
for December.  Chair Mithani shared that she would not be able to attend in-
person; Vice-Chair Forbush was also unable to attend, and so 
Secretary/Treasurer Forsyth would be chairing the meeting. 

Watza offered the Kitch offices for an in-person meeting.   

9. Council Comments

Sluggett asked about the conflicting deadlines to appeal a SAD assessment: 35 
days per the MTT or 30 days per the SAD statute. 

Watza shared that he had met with Rep. Calley regarding a pending bill that 
would eliminate the ability to collect franchise fees from Netflix and other non-
traditional video service providers. 

Brief discussion was held regarding pending OMA amendment, and the limited 
legislative sessions following the election.   

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:02 am. 

Minutes taken by Kolb 


