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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 
October 1, 2022, via Zoom 

  
A meeting of the Government Law Section was called to order by Chair Mithani at 10:00 a.m. 

 
I. ATTENDANCE AND EXCUSED ABSENCES 

 
Present:  Bluhm, Fisher, Forbush, Forsyth, James, Joppich, King, Kolb, Mills (10:17 a.m.), 
Mithani, Nettleton, Sluggett, So, Steele, Zeits 
 
Absent:  Brown, McGee, Tamm, Thomas, Watza, Williams 
 
Motion to Excuse Absences: Fisher  Support: Joppich 
Council approved by unanimous vote 
 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion to Approve Agenda as presented: Bluhm Support: Fisher  
Council approved by unanimous vote 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion to Approve Minutes of the September 10, 2022 Organizational 
Meeting:  King Support: Steele 
Council approved by unanimous vote 

 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Forbush advised that all expenses for the current fiscal year, which ends September 30th, 
have been paid.  The section dues for the upcoming year would be coming in November 
and December.  Joppich commented on an increase in dues by $1,100-$1,200, and 
questioned whether it was due to an increase in section dues or members.  It was 
confirmed that section dues have not increased. 

 
V. AMICUS COMMITTEE  

 
It was noted that the Supreme Court denied the application to appeal in Jacobsen v 
Hornbeck.  Also, the Supreme Court ordered oral argument in the case of Peterson Financial 
v Kentwood, but a date had not yet been confirmed.  The Attorney General will be filling 
an amicus brief and oral argument will be coming up in the Traverse City case. 
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Chair Mithani requested a summary of activity from the committee for the 2021-2022 
year and indicated she will contact Williams for same.   
 

VI. BRIEFLY 
 

Jacob Fox was not able to be at the meeting, but Chair Mithani shared that there would 
be a November issue.  Additionally, Jacob is looking for attorneys for volunteer to be 
featured in the newsletter.  Erica Auh at Miller Canfield has offered to act as co-editor. 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. 2023 Summer Conference (Crystal Mountain) 

b. 2024 Summer Conference (TBD).  The MML is talking with Mission Point about 
holding the event there.  Chair Mithani hopes to have an update at the November 
meeting. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. 2023 Winter Conference—February 17, 2023 

 i. Location 

Moved by: Fisher Seconded by: Forbush to hold the conference again 
at the Summit on the Park in Canton and have Zingerman’s cater the event.   

Deputy Secretary/Treasurer Kolb will make contact and see if the venue is 
available. 

 ii. Topics 

Various topics were discussed, including: (1) EGLE placing pressure to 
remove PFAS from wastewater treatments plants; (2) FOIAs for election 
records from 2020 and 2022 primary; (3) single family zoning and 
relatedly, short-term rentals and the renting out of private pools, etc., for 
parties; (4) ballot initiatives regarding minimum wage and earned sick 
time.  There was discussion that the winter conference might focus on 
the election issues, with the other suggestions being presented at the 
summer conference. 

James offered to assist with the Winter Conference and Chair Mithani 
indicated that Thomas had indicated an interest in helping as well.  Chair 
Mithani will set up a meeting with James, Thomas, Kolb and McGee to 
discuss Winter Conference planning. 
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b. GLS Website Maintenance 

Chair Mithani would like to get the website updated.  Brown and former 
member Mulhaupt had offered to help with the website, but Mithani requested 
additional volunteers.   

c. Committees – Status 

i. Chair Mithani proposed a reorganization of the committees, including a 
new publications committee that would encompass Briefly, website 
updates and social communications.  Motion by: Mills Second by: 
Nettleton to constitute the Publications Committee. 

ii. Motion by: Joppich Second by: Mithani to formally constitute the 
election issue committee.   

d. Public Policy Item – Referral of SB 1175 

The item was introduced but there was no interest from the Council in taking a 
position. 

e. Real Property Law Section Request 

The Council agreed more information was necessary to understand the relation 
to and interest for the Council before agreeing to allow Section members to 
receive the e-blast.  Council authorized the Executive Committee to handle 
further discussions and with Real Property Law Section and distribute the e-blast 
if warranted.  

VIII. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Chair Mithani shared that Councilmember Bluhm is the incoming president of IMLA. 

Mills indicated that HB 6283 has been introduced which will overhaul the OMA in an 
attempt to modernize the language of the Act. 

So commented that there is an effort by the House Republicans to eliminate all virtual 
meetings. 

Fisher discussed the possibility of working with other public interest groups to propose 
litigation on matters of public interest.  Specifically, he discussed proposals to improve 
residential roads where the cost of SAD would be out of reach.  He requested this topic 
be added to the agenda for the November meeting.   

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  
 

The meeting was adjourned 11:03 am.  
Minutes taken by Kolb 


