
 

 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
2012-2013 ANNUAL LAW STUDENT SECTION 

 REPORT  
  
 Introduction:  

  
         The State Bar of Michigan Law Student Section has been very active in the 2012-2013 
academic year. Throughout the year, the section has strived to make changes that would effectively 
increase membership of students, and reach out to the student body throughout Michigan, and 
Toledo. 
 
 Section Mission Statement:  

 
The mission of the Law Student Section Governing Council is to represent students of 

Michigan’s law School, and to act as a liaison to the State Bar Sections. Moreover, the Section is 
there to increase student involvement in the State Bar of Michigan, and to actively support other 
State Bar sections’ in their activities. The Law Student Section strives to strengthen and further 
professional opportunities among law students and the legal community.   
 
 Officers and Council Members:  

Chair:        Marina K. Haddad 
Vice-Chair:    Erin Bannister  
Treasurer:    Andrea Rossi  
Secretary:     Jillian Berndt   
1L Oral Advocacy  
Competition Chair:   Veronica Perera  

  
 General Council Members:  

 
Andrea Rossi; Lauren Elster; Anthony Chester; Veronica Perrera; Brittany Chulis;  David Hamstra; 
Danielle Oliver ; Zane Hatahet; Cheryl Kennedy; Chelsey Marsh; Daniela Walters ; Klaudia Nikolli; 
Marianne Bohnlein; Christine Humphrey; Aaron Sohaski; Tiffany Brent; Marina Haddad; Jillian 
Berndt; Kyra Harris; Justin Strayhorn; Erin Bannister; Sarah Miller .  
 
 Section Committees: 

1L Oral Advocacy Committee:  
The committee assisted the Chair of the Section, and the Chair of the Annual 1L Oral Advocacy 
Competition to put on the successful event. The committee consisted of: Marina Haddad, Erin 
Bannister, Zane Hatahet, Veronica Perera, Cheryl Kennedy, Danielle Oliver, Kyra Harris and Jillian 
Berndt. The committee contacted local practicing attorneys in the Employment Section to judge the 
competition, which was hosted at the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law.  

 SECTION MEMBERSHIP:  

Each law school was required to host two table events each semester to increase membership and 
inform students of the SBM Law Student Section.  



 

 

After meeting with Mr. Lynn Ingram, we were able to transform the membership registration 
process from paper application to online registration. The launch date is yet to be determined, but 
will most probably be used for the 2013-2014 year. This will allow for an easier registration process, 
and the Section anticipates an increased membership as a result.  

 SECTION BYLAWS:   

There have not been any revisions or additions to the Section’s bylaws.  

 SECTION PUBLICATIONS:   

Although the Section has not yet published anything on the SBM website, the section has published 
several articles in the InBrief newsletter of UDM Law School. In addition, the Section has 
participated in the Section updates posted in the monthly Newsletter of the State Bar of Michigan.   

 MEETINGS, ACTIVITIES, AND SEMINARS:  
 

MEETINGS: 
The Law Student Section holds a conference call every first Sunday of each month. During the 

calls, upcoming activities and action plans are discussed. The conference call is only open to the 
governing council and the general council members.  

The Chair of the Section has attended various meeting with Mr. Lynn Ingram in Lansing at the 
SBM to discuss idea’s and programs to develop the section and programs the Law Student Section 
was interested in co-hosting.  

In addition, the Chair of the Section has also attending a meeting as a member of the governing 
council with the Young Lawyers Section. The meeting was successful and a gap was bridged 
between the two sections. During the meeting, ideas were shared to host events that would be 
beneficial to both recent attorneys and students soon to graduate.  

ACTIVITIES  
1L Oral Advocacy Competition: 
This year, the competition was held at the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law in Detroit 
Michigan. The School celebrating its Centennial anniversary was thrilled to host the Annual event. 
The winner of the competition was Shainee Shaf of the University of Michigan Law School. The 
runner up was David Drwencke of Detroit Mercy School of law. The topic of this year’s 
competition was the Right to Work Legislation where the contestants argued both sides of the topic. 
Judges were invited from the master list as well as the young lawyer section, specifically from the 
Employment Section. 
 
Young Lawyers Section Conference: 
The Chair will be attending the Young Lawyers Sections Conference which will be held on June 8, 
2013 in Greektown Casino as a member of the board.  

SEMINARS:  
Bar Leadership Forum  
The Chair of the Law Student had the privilege of being asked to speak at the Bar Leadership 
Forum on June 15, 2013. Specifically, the Chair will be sharing her experience in the “Marketing 
member benefits” seminar session and discussing the usage of twitter and other social media to 
increase membership and reach more law students.  



 

 

 FINANCIAL REPORT: 
 
The Section started the 2012-2013 with a budget of $7, 273.10, and ended the year with a budget of 
$6,609.87.  In an effort to cut section spending, the Chair reached out to Themis Bar Review. 
Themis generously sponsored the breakfast for the 1L Oral Advocacy, and gifted a full Themis Bar 
review course to the winner, and a $500 credit to the runner up.    

 FUTURE GOALS AND ACTIVITIES:  

The main focus of the upcoming year to increase membership to ensure students are aware of the 
services the SBM offers. Moreover, the upcoming year will be focused on having a more involved 
governing council so that the maximum number of students is involved and aware of the sections 
activities.  
After speaking to the chair of the Young Lawyers Section, a mutual goal was reached to host a 
financial seminar for law students and new attorney’s to make them aware of their financial 
obligations and options post-graduation.  
The Section is in the process of inviting the SBM President to speak at each individual campus to 
make the students, especially third year law students, what the SBM is, and what they offer new 
attorneys.  
  
 
 
 


