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Q U A R T E R L Y

Kreiner, Kreiner, Kreiner !
Since July 23, 2004, the date that 

Justices Taylor, Corrigan, Markman, 
and Young issued their majority decision 
in Kreiner v. Fischer,

1
 a firestorm of 

controversy has ensued regarding it. 
This case has resulted in a herculean 
effort to achieve a legislative “fix” to the 
case in which the four justices inserted 
language into MCLA 500.3135(1), which 
the Legislature did not.

2
 Kreiner is as 

extreme an example of anti-textualist 
interpretation and unabashed judicial 
activism as can be found anywhere. 
More importantly, the case represents 
a frontal assault on the judiciary and 
an absolute judicial attack on the 
right to trial by jury in a civil case.

In case you have been sojourning 
abroad since July 2004, Kreiner arises 
out of two separate cases involving 
injuries to Richard Kreiner and Daniel 
Straub. The majority changed the clear 
language of MCLA 500.3135, which 
requires that an individual seeking third-
party recovery for non-economic loss 
prove that he or she has suffered “an 
objectively manifested impairment of an 
important body function that affects the 
person’s general ability to lead his or her 
normal life.”

3
 The four-judge majority, 

which repeatedly denies that it has an 
“agenda” or is hostile to injured victims in 
litigation, “judicially inserted” language 
into the statute that is not there. The 
Court judicially imposed a requirement 
that a person’s injuries not only be a 
serious impairment, but the injuries also 
must affect the “course or trajectory of 
the plaintiff’s life.” The Court stated:

Accordingly, the effect of the 
impairment on the course of a 
plaintiff’s entire normal life must 

be considered. 
A l t h o u g h 
some aspects 
of a plaintiff’s 
entire normal 
life may be 
interrupted by 
the impairment, 
if, despite those 
impingements , 
t h e  c o u r s e 
o r  t r a j e c t o r y  of 
the plaintiff’s life has not 
been affected, then the 
plaintiff’s “general ability” to 
lead his normal life has not 
been affected and he does not 
meet the “serious impairment 
of body function” threshold.

4

Despite their repeated emphasis 
in decisions about the need to be 
faithful to the plain language of a 
statute and avoid judicial activism, 
these four proponents of judicial 
restraint redrafted MCLA 500.3135(1).

Justice Cavanagh’s dissent, 
which was joined by Justices Kelly 
and Weaver, specifically rejects 
“drawing lines in the sand” and 
urges that the Court do likewise.

5

Justice Cavanagh’s dissent 
clearly emphasizes the absurdity 
of the major ity’s ruling. He states:

The majority suggests that my 
approach is sacrilegious to the 
“no-fault temple” and is an 
exercise predicated on “studied 
ignorance.” Ante at 629. While 
admittedly unaware that I was 
required to worship the no-fault 
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insurance gods, I believe that 
my “studied ignorance” is more 
properly labeled as “judicial 
restraint.” If ignorance comes from 
applying this unambiguous statute 
as written and not substituting my 
own view for that of the Legislature, 
I must say that ignorance is bliss.

6

The “Body Count” Since Kreiner
George Sinas, one of Michigan’s 

acknowledged experts in the area of no-
fault law, has characterized the series of 
Michigan Court of Appeals decisions that 
have come down since Kreiner as a literal 
“body count.” The numbers are shocking 
and are set forth in the following chart:

218
Unpublished decisions by 
Court of Appeals regarding 
serious impairment

182
Won by defendants

36
Won by plaintiffs

* * *

18

Unpublished decisions 
of the Court of Appeals 
regarding permanent serious 
disfigurement

16 Won by defendants

2 Won by plaintiffs
7

 
George Sinas is also legal counsel for 

a group known as CPAN, an acronym for 
Committee to Preserve Auto No-Fault. The 
group is comprised of numerous health 
care organizations, physicians’ groups and 
others who believe that Kreiner threatens 
to undermine the entire Michigan No-
Fault Act and its stated policy purpose. 
CPAN believes that Kreiner destabilizes 
the no-fault system and is grotesquely 
unfair to seriously injured plaintiffs who 
no longer have a right to seek a remedy 
for injuries that before Kreiner, would 

resolutely have qualified as a serious 
impairment under MCLA 500.3135(1).

The 83 percent win rate by the 
insurance industry since Kreiner is 
breathtaking in its scope and an 
abomination in terms of its effect on 
people. Kreiner left many seriously 
injured people with no right to seek 
redress for their injuries.

Senate Majority Leader Michael
Bishop Blocks Remedial Legislation 

CPAN, as well as many other groups 
,including the members of the Negligence 
Law Section Council, have repeatedly 
lobbied the legislature for a “Kreiner fix.” 
The House passed a bill intended to 
relieve the Draconian impact of Kreiner 
on the public.

8
 The House bill has been 

placed on the “road to nowhere” in the 
Senate by its majority Michael Bishop 
(R, Clarkston) who has steadfast ly 
blocked all reasonable efforts to allow 
the Kreiner bill to be brought onto the 
floor of the Senate for a vote. Why? 
Because he knows the Senate will pass it. 

On August 20, the Negligence Law 
Section Council met with Governor 
Jennifer Granholm to discuss Kreiner and 
other civil justice issues. The Council 
previously welcomed Senator Wayne 
Kuipers (R, Holland) who chaired 
the Senate Judiciary Committee in 
January of 2008. Although proclaiming 
to have “language to fix Kreiner,” he 
has not sought to introduce a bill. 

Everywhere that lawyers who 
represent injured people or insurance 
companies go, the most oft -asked 
question is, “Why hasn’t Kreiner been 
fixed?” Judges who by reputation are 
staunch conservatives express dismay 
over the decision and question how a 
Court that professes “judicial restraint” 
could hand down such a ruling. Claims 
adjusters and insurance company 
representatives also acknowledge the 
devastating effects that Kreiner has 
had on seriously injured people, and 
likewise want to know why remedial 
legislation has not been introduced.
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The Negligence Law Section Council 
cannot on its own obtain legislative 
relief. As a body, we have no such 
power. We do, however, have the ability 
to engage proponents and opponents of 
a “Kreiner fix” in meaningful dialogue, 
which we have continued to do and will 
do in the future. The Council has offered 
to meet with Senator Michael Bishop 
anywhere, any time, and any place to 
discuss Kreiner. We will convene a special 
meeting of the council for that purpose. 
People have called and written to Senator 
Bishop to no avail. We have received no 
response. Feel free to call him and ask 
him why he opposes the Kreiner bill. His 
phone number is (517) 373-2417. His email 
address is SenMBishop@senate.michigan.
gov. I urge you to contact Senator Bishop 
and ask him why he opposes the bill.

We recently invited Justice Clifford 
Taylor to participate in a discussion 
with us on civil justice issues. He has 
affirmatively refused to meet with us. We 
cannot have meaningful dialogue with 
individuals who will not speak with us.

During the next several months, 
the Negligence Law Section will engage 
justices, judges, legislators, and insurers– 
anyone who has a meaningful role in 
shaping civil justice policy and legislation 
in Michigan–in a constructive dialogue. 
We believe it is our obligation to assure 
that the citizens of the state of Michigan 

have a right to trial by jury in a civil case 
and to seek a meaningful remedy in a 
court of law. We believe that the citizens 
of this state deserve the right to seek 
evenhanded justice on a level playing field.

We ask that our members join 
us in our ef for ts s t ar t ing now.

Endnotes
1. 471 Mich 109, 683 NW2d 611 (2004), 

reh’g denied by 471 Mich 1201, 686 
NW2d 745 (2004).  

2. MCLA 500.3135(1) states:

 “A person remains subject to tort 
liability for noneconomic loss 
caused by his or her ownership, 
maintenance, or use of a motor 
vehicle only if the injured person has 
suffered death, serious impairment 
of body function, or permanent 
serious disfigurement.”

3. MCLA 500.3135(7).

4. Kreiner at 131.

5. Kreiner at 145.

6. Kreiner at 157.

7. Interview with George Sinas, 9/22/08. 
The statistics are kept by Mr. Sinas 
in his capacity as legal counsel for 
CPAN.

8. HB 4301 (passed 3/14/07).

The 83 percent 
win rate by 
the insurance 
industry since 
Kreiner is 
breathtaking 
in its scope 
and an 
abomination 
in terms of 
its effect  on 
people.

Paul J. Manion is a senior 
shareholder and president of Rutledge, 
Manion, Rabaut, Terry & Thomas, P.C.

Mr. Manion is primarily engaged as 
a trial attorney in the areas of medical-
dental malpractice, legal malpractice, 
product liability, property, and general 
civil liability. 

He is a member of the Defense 
Research Institute, the Michigan Defense 
Tr ial Counsel ,  and the Associat ion 
of Defense Trial Counsel, and is a current 
board member of same. He is an elected 
advocate member of the American Board 
of Trial Advocates. He is a Fellow of the 
State Bar of Michigan. He is a founding 

member of the Incorporated Society of 
Irish American Lawyers.

College of the Holy Cross, BA, 1969; 
Detroit College of Law, JD, 1972; member 
of the American, Mich i g an ,  and 
Detroit  Metropolitan Bar Associations; 
admitted to practice in Michigan and 
Federal Courts.

Paul’s contact information:
Paul J. Manion
Rutledge Manion Rabaut Terry & 
Thomas PC, 645 Griswold St Ste 4000
Detroit, MI  48226
P: (313) 965-6100, F: (313) 965-6558
E: pmanion@rmrtt.com

Meet Your New Treasurer

Paul J. Manion
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  State Bar of Michigan Negligence Law Section Seminar
In conjunction with        

              Michigan Association for Justice &  The Michigan Defense Trial Counsel 
                                                                 Presents

                   Recently named the World’s Leading Golf Resort, the World’s Leading  
                                Sports Resort and the Dominican Republic’s Leading Resort at the World Travel Awards.

April 30-May 3, 2009
Package includes: 

Air on American Airlines via Miami Detroit to La Romana roundtrip 
Thursday 4/30 Depart Detroit 6:00am and arrive Miami 8:50am change planes  
                         Depart Miami 11:30am and arrive La Romana 1:40pm 
Sunday   5/3    Depart La Romana 2:50pm and arrive Miami 5:20pm change planes 
                         Depart Miami 7:45pm and arrive Detroit 10:50pm  
                                  Flight schedule subject to change 

4 Days and 3 nights at the World Famous Casa De Campo Resort 
Hotel tax, service charges and roundtrip transfers from the airport to the hotel 
Thursday evening Welcome Cocktail Party 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily with unlimited drinks  
Unlimited horseback riding, tennis and select water sports-reservation recommended, subject to availability 
Informative Saturday Morning Seminar with Breakfast 

Total Package Price  
             $1499.00 per person based on double occupancy (Golf Not Included)
                                  Add $150.00 registration fee per seminar attendee 

__________________________________________________________________
Reservations.  A deposit of $300.00 per person is required to secure reservations.  Space is limited and prices are subject to 
change.    Make checks payable to The World of Travel or complete credit card information.   Final payment is due 1/29/09. 
Cancellations & Refunds.  Reservations must be cancelled in writing to The World of Travel to qualify for a refund.  
The cancellation policy is as follows:  Cancel from deposit date until January 29, 2009…..$300.00 per person penalty 
              Cancel from January 30, 2009-April 30, 2009……..100% penalty /trip is non refundable 
You must have a passport to travel.
Insurance.  Insurance is highly recommended and is determined by the cost of your trip and your age-please call for prices. 

Call Julie at The World of Travel 248-203-0022 or email julie@askouragents.com or fax 248-203-0303
________________________________________________________________

                    Clip and Mail to:  The World of Travel 860 W. Long Lake Rd Ste. 100 Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302             
Name(s) _______________________________________________   Email__________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________City________________State_________Zip________________  
Daytime phone_______________________________ Evening phone _______________________________________   
Number of seminar attendees ___________________ Member _________________  Nonmember  _______________ 
Do you want insurance Yes___________   No _________________ 
Credit Card Number__________________________________________________Exp Date_____________________ 
Three or Four Digit Verification Code (On back of VI/MC and Front of AX)_____________________________________ 
Credit Card Billing Address _________________________________________________________________________
Responsibility: Understood and agreed The World of Travel is acting only as an agent and will not be responsible for. 1. any damages occasioned by any cause 
whatsoever. 2. any expense or inconvenience caused by late schedules or changes of schedule or other condition or 3. the loss or damage to baggage or any article 
belonging to the passenger.  It is further understood and agreed by the tour member that The World of Travel reserves the right to cancel out of the program at any 
time prior to departure and if this right of cancellation is exercised monies will be refunded.  The World of Travel acts solely as an agent in arranging for 
transportation, hotel accommodations and other services and does not assume any responsibility or liability for injury, damage, inconvenience, loss, accident, delay 
or change in schedule, however caused or arising.
I/We have read and understand the responsibility and cancellation policies and authorize the charges to my credit card as indicated. 

Signature _______________________________________________________________________________SB09/8869 
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Jennifer M. Grieco has practiced 
professional liability defense with Maddin 
Hauser Wartell Roth & Heller, P.C. in 
Southfield for almost two years. Before 
joining Maddin Hauser, she was with 
Sommers Schwartz for 10 years practicing 
both medical malpractice and mold/
construction defect litigation. Her desire 
to be a litigator has been with her since 
the eighth grade, and she received her 
JD from the University of Toledo in 1997.

Jennifer has been elected twice to the 
Oakland County Bar Association Board of 
Directors and currently acts as its treasurer. 
In addition, she served as president of the 
Women’s Bar Association from 2003 to 
2004 and was a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Michigan Trial Lawyers 
Association from 2002 to 2006. Jennifer 
was also named an Up and Coming Lawyer 
by Michigan Lawyers Weekly in 2004. She 
has had a number of substantial verdicts 
on behalf of clients while handling mold 
litigation, and has been pleased to have had 
a number of cases dismissed on summary 
disposition while at Maddin Hauser.

While already familiar with the 
Negligence Section through her 
involvement on the board of the 
Michigan Trial Lawyers Association, it 
was through the encouragement of council 
member Jody Aaron that Jennifer 
eventually became involved. Jennifer sees 
value, great credibility, and leverage in 
the fact that the section is comprised of 
both plaintif f and defense lawyers, 
uniquely qualifying it to advocate on 
behalf of fairness in the practice of 
negligence law. She sees further value in 
involvement with the Negligence Section 
for its unique opportunities to interact 
with great litigators and friends from 
both the plaintiff and defense bars.

Outside of her professional life, 
Jenn i fe r  en joy s  spor t ing event s 
(counting herself as a proud Detroit 
Tigers season ticket holder), gardening, 
camping, outdoor concerts, and travel.

Michael J. Sullivan recently 
celebrated his 25th anniversary with 
Collins Einhorn Farrell of Southfield. For 

the past 20-plus years, his practice has 
focused on professional liability defense 
with an emphasis on defending lawyers 
in professional liability litigation. Michael 
credits his mother with encouraging him 
(or, as he implies lightheartedly, deciding 
for him) at an early age to pursue law, and 
received his Juris Doctor in 1983 from the 
University of Detroit Mercy School of Law.

Michael is proud of the fact that over 
the course of 25 years he has successfully 
defended hundreds of lawyers in legal and 
professional malpractice cases. In addition, 
he has been involved in Bar activities 
during most of his years of practice 
(recently completing a term as president 
of the Oakland County Bar Association), 
and counts his years on the board among 
the most rewarding of his years in practice. 
Michael is still on the Board of Directors 
of the Oakland County Bar Foundation, 
where he serves as vice president. He will 
be president of the Foundation during the 
fiscal year 2009/2010 and looks forward to 
that opportunity to serve the community.

Michael has been a member of the 
Negligence Law Section throughout 
his years in practice, and was pleased 
to be nominated to serve as a counsel 
member in 2008. In his view, the section 
provides a reasoned middle ground for 
the public and lawyers that are affected 
by changes in negligence law. He sees the 
job of the Negligence Section being to 
protect the clients of negligence lawyers 
and to protect the law as it relates to 
matters of negligence, both professional 
and otherwise. Michael also notes 
that the section provides an important 
educational component, and encourages 
others to become involved with the 
section for its important role as advocate 
for both plaintiffs and defendants, as well 
as for the plaintiffs bar and defense bar.

Time outside of work for Michael is 
filled with running, cycling, swimming, 
golfing and chasing after his now college-
age children.

Meet Two New Council Members

Jennifer M. Grieco
Maddin Hauser Wartell Roth & 
   Heller PC
28400 Northwestern Hwy Fl 3
Southfield, MI  48034
P: (248) 354-4030
F: (248) 359-7562
E: jmg@maddinhauser.com

Michael J. Sullivan
Collins Einhorn Farrell & Ulanoff PC
4000 Town Ctr Ste 909
Southfi eld, MI  48075
P: (248) 355-4141
F: (248) 355-2277
E:michael.sullivan@cefl awyers.com
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In September, the House Judiciary 
Committee held a hearing on a piece of 
legislation that the Negligence Section has 
been working on for several years. The 
latest version is House Bill 6277 sponsored 
by Representative Mark Meadows (D-East 
Lansing). The bill attempts to alleviate the 
growing problem in medical malpractice 
cases where questions arising from 
mundane clerical processes are becoming 
more important than the merits of the 
complaint. Specifically, the bill deals 
with three separate areas of concern for 
attorneys working on medical malpractice 
cases: qualifications of expert witnesses, 
the requirements for a notice of intent, and 
the provisions regarding Affidavits of Merit 
and Affidavits of Meritorious Defense. 

Qualifi cations of Expert Witnesses
The major change to this area of law is 

the elimination of the requirement that an 
expert witness’s qualifications must exactly 
match that of the defendant. Instead, the 

new language requires 
that an expert witness 
be a practitioner of the 
same type of medicine 
in which the defendant 
is a specialist, or a 
practitioner of the 
same type of medicine 
that is the subject of 
the malpractice claim.

Notice of Intent
Before a medical malpractice case 

may begin, a Notice of Intent (NOI) must 
be filed with the defendant 182 days before 
the action is commenced. The NOI must 
contain, among other things, the factual 
basis for the claim and the applicable 
standard of practice that was alleged to 
have been breached by the defendant. 
The major changes to this section include 
a requirement that the defendant provide 
a list of any board certifications they have 
(see the expert witness issue above) as well 
as limiting the time that a defendant has to 
contest the form or content of the NOI (28 
days). Moreover, HB 6277 will require the 
court to allow the plaintiff 14 days to correct 
the faulty NOI before dismissing the case. 

Affi davits of Merit and Meritorious 
Defense

The bill would provide a limited 
time period in which an opposing party 
could object to an Affidavit of Merit or 
Meritorious Defense. Similar to the NOI 
above, an opposing party would have 
28 days to raise an objection to the form 
or content of an Affidavit of Merit or 
Meritorious Defense. Any objection made 
after that time period would be waived. 
Additionally, any objection that the affiant 
did not meet the requirements of the 
expert witness standard would be waived 
if the defendant had failed to identify the 
relevant specialties and board certifications. 

Most importantly, if the court finds 
that an Affidavit of Merit or Meritorious 
Defense is insufficient, the party would be 
granted 56 days to correct the deficiencies. 
This is a far cry from the current practice 

Form and Function
By Todd Tennis
Captiol Services, Inc.

Todd Tennis

Plaintiff and 
defense attorneys 
both have seen 
fi rsthand the  
unfairness and 
injustice the 
current system 
has wrought on 
victims of medical 
malpractice and, in 
a growing number 
of instances, 
on defendant 
physicians as well.
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Continued on next page 

Structured Settlement Consulting

We Provide Much More Than Annuity 
Quotes…

SFA has been easing the financial concerns of 
claimants since 1985.

For more information on Structured Settlements, please call:

Cynthia Whitaker, MBA, CSSC

Jennifer Blanzy, MSW

1-586-774-8160
Metro-Detroit Office:

24220 Jefferson Avenue, Suite B

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

in which the suit is dismissed in the case 
of a faulty Affidavit of Merit, or for the 
defendant to be prohibited from arguing 
a defense in the case of a faulty Affidavit 
of Meritorious Defense. The changes 
contained in HB 6277 seek to ensure 
that malpractice cases are judged on 
their merits rather than on technicalities.

Section members may remember that 
a similar bill sponsored by former State 
Representative Jim Howell (R-St. Charles) 

passed the House in 2004 only to die in 
the Senate for lack of action. That bill dealt 
solely with issues relating to Affidavits 
of Merit and Meritorious Defense. 
Representative Meadows, who himself 
practiced as a defense attorney before being 
elected to the Michigan House, decided 
to address a broader spectrum of issues 
relating to medical malpractice lawsuits. 

The House Judiciary Committee 
hearing began with Representative 

Meadows describing the need for the 
bill followed by testimony from attorneys 
Jules Olsman and Marc Lipton speaking 
on behalf of the Negligence Law Section 
and Michigan Association for Justice, 
respectively. Mr. Olsman was able to 
give the committee a unique perspective 
of a plaintiff’s attorney whose major 
dealing with the issues relating to the bill 
came while defending a physician who’s 
Affidavit of Meritorious Defense had 
been found defective. The committee 
heard numerous examples of how the tort 
reforms of the 1990s had gone beyond 
their original intent (to ensure that only 
meritorious cases would be brought to 
the courts) and into the realm of the 
truly absurd. Mr. Olsman and Mr. Lipton 
stated that the court’s current focus 
on issues of form over merit has made 
the entire area of medical malpractice 
extraordinarily perilous for even the 
most cautious attorneys. Even worse 
is the devastating impact it has had on 
victims of malpractice whose meritorious 
cases were dismissed on technicalities.

After this, representatives from 
the insurance industry and physician 
organizations gave their rebuttal. 
The primary focus of their testimony 
concerned the reduction in malpractice 
suits that had occurred since the tort 
reforms of the 1990s. This, they argued, 
demonstrated that they were working, and 
no effort should be made to amend them. 

Dr. Michael Sandler, president of 
the Michigan State Medical Society, 
provoked the ire of Committee Chair 
Paul Condino (D-Southfield) by claiming 
that HB 6277 is attempting to repeal 
tort reform. Representative Condino, 
himself an attorney, took great umbrage 
to this statement and rather heatedly 
asked Dr. Sandler to show him where 
in the bill this repeal was occurring. 
Dr. Sandler amended his statement to 
say that the changes in HB 6277 would 
have a negative impact on the medical 
malpractice reforms currently in place. 

This difference in opinion is the true 
crux of the debate. Plaintiff and defense 
attorneys both have seen firsthand the 
unfairness and injustice the current 
system has wrought on victims of medical 
malpractice and, in a growing number of 
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instances, on defendant physicians as well. Doctors for the most 
part, however, are loath to give even an inch on the issue, seeing 
even minor changes as “repeal.” One lobbyist in the hearing 
observed that physicians agree that meritorious cases should 
be able to go forward – they just don’t believe there are any.

With only three months left in the legislative session, 
even without opposition from the insurance and health 
care lobbies, it is unlikely that there is enough time for HB 
6277 to work its way through the process to the governor’s 
desk. Representative Meadows will be able to reintroduce 
the legislation next year and the process will begin again. 
Regardless of what happens in Lansing, however, the issue 
will not go away. According to the American Medical Society, 
medical mistakes are one of the nation’s leading causes 
of death. Medical malpractice will continue to be an active 
area of civil law, even if the law in Michigan needs fixing.

Todd N. Tennis has been a lobbyist with Capitol Services, 
Inc., a multi-client lobbying firm that specializes in 
representing nonprofit organizations, since 1995. Before 
becoming a lobbyist, Todd earned a degree in political 
science from the University of Michigan and worked as 
a staff representative for former State Senator Fred 
Dillingham. He has represented the Negligence Law 
Section of the State Bar since 1999. Todd lives in Lansing.

ng.

Form and Function
Continued from page 7FACILITATIONS

Al Rutledge has been a trial attorney for 37
years exclusively in the fields of personal injury, 

property damage, and commercial litigation. 
He has also served as an independent arbitrator 

and facilitator since 1984.

Alvin A. Rutledge
4000 Penobscot Building

Detroit, Michigan
313-961-9340

arutledge@rmrtt.com

Governor Granholm and the Section Council at a Recent 
Council Meeting
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Photos Taken During Annual Meeting
Hyatt Regency Dearborn, September 19, 2008

Tom Peters and Cindy Merry

Kenneth M.Ross, Commissioner, Offi ce of 
Financial Services and Jules Olsman, Vice 
Chair David Mittleman and Jennifer Grieco

Mike Janes, Doug Shapiro, Tom Peters, 
and David Mittleman

Steven Galbraith and Todd Tennis

David Christensen, Brian Einhorn, and 
Mike Janes

David Christensen and Gerry Padilla
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Trial Practice Book Available
 About the Author

David R. Parker is a shareholder in the fi rm of Charfoos & Christensen, P.C. He is an appellate 
specialist who became associated with the fi rm in 1983. In his present role with the fi rm, he has 
primary responsibility for appeals in the Michigan Supreme Court, the Michigan Court of Appeals, the 
United States Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United States Supreme Court. He also heads the 
fi rm’s research department, assists in briefi ng dispositive motions in trial court, and prepares seminar 
material. Parker’s keen interest in the art of writing briefs and his strong presentational skills have 
earned him the well-deserved respect of the state legal community. 

 Parker assisted in researching, drafting, and editing the widely used book Personal Injury 
Practice: Technique and Technology, which he updates periodically for the publisher. His other works 
include Starting the Case in the 90’s: A Current Manual of Michigan Complaints, Michigan Medical 
Malpractice Cases Annotated: 1987-1993, Still Starting the Case-2001: An Updated Collection of 
Michigan Complaints, The Works: Medical Malpractice 1993-1997, and The Works Part II: Medical 
Malpractice Cases 1998-2003.

David R. Parker
Charfoos & Christensen, P.C.

5510 Woodward Ave
Detroit MI 48202

(313) 875-8080 -- Phone
(313) 875-8522 -- Fax
drparker@c2law.com

Cost: Section Members $26
 Non-Members  $36

“A handy primer that will benefi t the new 
practitioner as well as the seasoned trial lawyer.” 

Robert June 
Law Offi ces of  Robert June, P.C.

Chair of  the Litigation Section, 2004 

 “The Negligence Law Section’s Trial Handbook 
is concise, yet useful.  This book is a great 
resource for both new and experienced lawyers.”

 
D. Andrew Portinga

Miller, Johnson, Snell & Cummiskey, P.L.C.
Chair of  the Young Lawyers Section, 2004 

To order your copy of the Negligence Law Section – Trial Practice 
Book, send your name, fi rm, and mailing address, along with your 

check made payable 
to the State Bar of Michigan, to:

Madelyne C. Lawry
Negligence Law Section

PO Box 66
Grand Ledge MI 48837
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• Vehicles & Crash 
Reconstruction  

• Premises Liability 

• Product Liability 

• Fires & Explosions 

• Industrial & 
Manufacturing

• Architecture & 
Construction

• Electrical & Controls 

• Environmental & 
Occupational 

• Elevators & Escalators 

• Police, Criminal, & 
Security

• Sports & Recreation

• Human Factors &
Warnings

• Biomechanical
Medical & Nursing

• Accounting/Computers/
Intellectual Property

CONTACT US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
419.452.6992  •   419.452.6993 fax • LTF@LTFexperts.com 

Experts Qualified In:

Leading Tech
Forensic

Y O U R  L E A D I N G  S O U R C E  F O R  T E C H N I C A L  F O R E N S I C  E X P E R T S

Linda Miller Atkinson of Channing, 
Michigan, a long-time member of the 
Negligence Law Section, received the 
Leonard Ring Lifetime Achievement 
Award from Kathleen Flynn Peterson, 
president of the American Association for 
Justice at AAJ’s meeting in Philadelphia 
in July. The Leonard Ring Award is one 
of AAJ’s most prestigious awards given 
annually to an individual who is deemed 
to best exemplify the courage, conviction, 
and commitment that Leonard Ring had 

to the civil justice system in America. 
Leonard Ring was an icon of the trial bar 
who practiced in Illinois and throughout the 
United States. He was a tireless advocate for 
the rights of victims, and he had a relentless 
commitment to the right to trial by jury.

Linda’s outstanding abilities as a trial 
lawyer, her work ethic, and success on 
behalf of her clients is well known throughout 
Michigan a n d  t h e  country. She is a 
most deserving recipient of the Leonard 
Ring Award and all that it represents. 

Linda Miller Atkinson Receives Leonard Ring Award from AAJ 

Advertise in the Negligence Law Section Quarterly

Four times per year, the Michigan Negligence Law Section Quarterly reaches:

•  Over 2,000 negligence members directly  •  Various courts and law libraries  

Your ad for services of products targets people you want and need to reach most.

For details, contact: Madelyne C. Lawry, Negligence Law Section, PO Box 66, Grand Ledge MI 48837

 P: (517) 712-4389 F: (517) 627-3950, E-mail: neglawsection@comcast.net
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MICHAEL G. HARRISON
FOSTER, SWIFT, COLLINS & SMITH, P.C.
313 South Washington Square
Lansing, MI 48933
Ph. 517.371.8162
Fx. 517.367.7162
E-Mail: mharrison@fosterswift.com

www.fosterswift.com

EXPERIENCE
With decades of experience as a circuit 
court judge and practitioner, Michael 
Harrison brings a forthright approach 
to Alternative Dispute Resolution and 
Facilitative Mediation.  His creativity 
and perseverance provide fair and 
distinguished results in mediation.

Experience you can count on.
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