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Message from the Chair

Chad Engelhardt
Goethel Engelhardt PLLC
Email

Autumn has arrived. With the sunny days of summer starting to fade into memory and the
leaves beginning to change colors and fall from the trees, it is natural to look ahead to the
Holiday season and, especially, Thanksgiving, which happens to be my favorite Holiday.
As I pen or rather type this first Chairperson’s report, I’d like to report that our Section has
a strong foundation and much for which we are grateful...
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Strategic Planning Meeting - October 27, 2022

Immediate Past Chair, Bob Riley passing the gavel to Chad Engelhardt

Section Amicus Briefs
On August 11, 2021, the Negligence Council adopted guidelines governing the
submission of amicus briefs. These Guidelines are set forth below. 

Negligence Law Section Amicus Brief Guidelines  

The Council is consistently requested by the Michigan Supreme Court to
address important matters before the court. Every submission to the courts is
scrutinized by these Guidelines. 

In addition, our voting requirements mandate consensus among plaintiff and
defense council members. Accordingly, this balanced approach is consistent
with our mission and our views on the most critical matters impacting
negligence law.

Full Guidelines Here
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Journal Articles
The section encourages authors to submit articles regarding relevant and
timely issues and may not reflect the opinions of the section or its council. 
Journal editors:

David Shafer
Email

Deborah Lujan
Email

MCL 600.2169

Jenna Wright Greenman
Kitch Attorneys & Counselors
Email

David Shafer
Nolan & Shafer PLC
Email

Imagine as an attorney, you have worked so hard to pass the bar and land a job that
specializes in an area of law that is your passion. You work for years learning this
‘subspecialty’ area of law, and hone your craft. After how many years, you are sued for
legal malpractice, claiming you violated the basic standards for handling that specialty type
of case. Imagine expert witnesses being called to testify to the applicable standard of care,
but the attorney is not able to testify on his or her own behalf, to explain why you handled
the case the way you did...

Read More Here

Legislative Update
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Todd Tennis
Capitol Services
Email

Something unprecedented has happened in Lansing this year. Since July 1, the Michigan
State Legislature has convened only twice. There are also rumors that they may only have
a handful of session days between the November 8 election and the end of the year. This
lack legislative activity is truly unprecedented, and it has made for a very confusing close
to the 2021-2 Legislative Session...

Read More Here

Young Lawyers Section Update

Emily G. Thomas
Birth Justice Law Firm
Email

“I want to take depositions,” you say to your boss. “I worked hard to prepare for the
challenge, and I am ready for whatever you throw at me.” New lawyers who want to take
depositions can seize opportunities to handle depositions of clients, fact witnesses and
experts if they can say these phrases to their superiors...

Read More Here

Membership Tips
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Why Join the Negligence Section?

Todd J. Stearn
Law Offices of Todd J Stearn PLC
Email

One of the main missions of the Negligence Section of the State Bar of Michigan is to
promote the fair, equitable, and speedy of administration of justice in negligence litigation
for both plaintiffs and defendants. What we do better than anyone else is to advocate for
Michigan lawyers who practice in all areas of negligence law, whether as a plaintiff
attorney or a defense attorney and try to make sure that both sides have a level playing
field...

Read More Here

We encourage you to reach out to members of your firm to see if they are interested in
joining our section! Send them the form below and have them return it to the State Bar.

Membership Form

New Council Members - Profiles
Read about your newest council members! Click the buttons to read the full profile.

What was your motivation for becoming a lawyer? 

As a child I wanted to be a police officer. When I shared
this with my grandfather, he immediately told me that I
had to choose a different profession. I then chose “lawyer”
with the goal (at that time) of being a judge. As a side
note, I would not have made it through the Police
Academy. My grandfather, being the wise man he was,
probably knew this and wanted to spare my feelings
early.

What is your educational background? 

I am a proud graduate of Cass Technical High School
(1986); University of Michigan- Ann Arbor (1990) and
Wayne State University Law School (1993).
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Dora A. Brantley
Rutledge Manion Rabaut Terry & Thomas PC
Bio
Email

Read More Here

Michael J. Behm
Behm & Behm
Bio
Email

How did you become involved with the Negligence
Law Section?

After joining the Michigan Bar Association as young
attorney, I naturally gravitated toward what the Negligence
Law Section had to offer. Over the years, and after
becoming an officer in the Michigan Association for
Justice in 2006, the Negligence Law Section became
more of an important voice in my practice and during my
participation as an officer in MAJ.

What do you feel the Section provides to Michigan
lawyers?

The Negligence Law Section provides an important
balanced perspective regarding negligence law in the
State of Michigan. At this point in history, it feels as
though we are continuously bombarded with extreme
viewpoints. I believe the Section is a needed voice of
measured analysis at this time.

Read More Here

Young Lawyer Committee Member - Profile

Stephanie B. Burnstein
Segal McCambridge
Singer & Mahoney Ltd
Bio
Email

How long have you been with your current firm and
what is the nature of your practice?

I have been with Segal McCambridge since January
2016. The nature of my practice is general litigation
defense. I mostly handle first and third party insurance
defense cases as well as general liability and trucking
defense.

What are some of the greatest challenges/rewards in
your area of practice?

Lately, the biggest challenge has been dealing with the
threat of nuclear verdicts and trying to combat those
concerns with the lack of validity and fraudulent nature of
some claims we receive. One of the biggest rewards is
providing a defense to individuals who deserve a
competent and strong advocate in their corner.
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Read More Here

SBM Commissioner Liaison - Profile

James Low
The Dollar Law Firm PLLC
Bio
Email

Describe some of the most significant
accomplishments of your career:

I represented the United States in the
International Debate Championship in
Montreal in 2012 on behalf of the American
Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. I
took second place in the world. My
competitors had all won their respective
country’s oratory competitions.

I sit as a member of the State Bar of
Michigan Board of Commissioners.

Read More Here

Attorney Mandated Succession Planning
Below are new court rules that are important for section members to know for their
practice.

On June 15, 2022, the Michigan Supreme Court issued ADM File No 2020-15,
amending State Bar Rule 2, adding State Bar Rule 21, Subchapter 9.300 of the
Michigan Court Rules, and amending MCR 9.119. The amendments, effective
September 1, 2023, require attorneys in private practice to designate an interim
administrator “to protect clients by temporarily managing the attorney’s practice if
the attorney becomes unexpectedly unable to practice law.” State Bar Rule 21(A).

Photo Gallery
Click the links below to view photos from the event

Young Lawyers Deck Party 2022
Annual Meeting and Awards Reception 2022
Past Chair Event 2022
Spring Meeting 2022
Summer Meeting 2021
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Michigan Lawyers Weekly wants to hear about
your verdicts and settlements!
Please submit recent civil cases (within the past six months) where you
prevailed - whether in a jury verdict or a settlement -- so MLW may publish
them.

Questions about Lawyers Weekly's Verdicts and Settlements policy may be
directed to the editor at (800) 678-5297 or editor@mi.lawyersweekly.com.

Civility in the Courtroom

Civility is extremely important in our courts, and many of these courts have
released court orders regarding civility guidelines. Click below to check them
all!

US District Court - Eastern Michigan US District Court - Western Michigan

Supreme Court Order

Top Ten Civility Tips
1. Act conscientiously and responsibly in your interactions with others.
2. To the extent possible, always cooperate with others.
3. Do not disparage or attack others.
4. Treat others fairly and respectfully notwithstanding the fact you may have

differing perspectives, viewpoints or politics. 
5. Always act in good faith.
6. Always accord professional courtesy whenever reasonably possible.
7. Seek to exemplify the best of our profession in all interactions with

others.
8. Do not act upon or exhibit bias toward others and seek to reasonably

accommodate the needs of those who may require such
accommodations.

9. Strive to be the best version of yourself.
10. Be patient with others and seek to follow the Golden Rule.
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State Bar Michigan Calendar of Events
Want to see what other events are going on in the State Bar? Check out the
calendar below! 

Calendar

Michigan Courts Website

The Michigan Courts is a new resource that the Supreme Court has created for
lawyers, non lawyers and anyone in between. They have many resources for
anyone who wants to know more about the court system. Some of those things
include:

Case Information
Information About Justices
Court Programs
Attorney Name Change
Self-Represented Litigations
Public Administrative Hearings
News Releases

Business Court Search
Trial Court Directory
Court Communications
MiFILE Systems
Court Livestreams
Attorney Certification
Committees and Boards

And so much more! Click the button below to visit The Michigan Courts
website.

Michigan Courts

Remember to renew your membership to the Negligence
Section when you renew your State Bar Annual Dues!

Social Media

Negligence Law Section's LinkedIn

https://connect.michbar.org/events/calendar
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/


Did you know that the Negligence Law Section has a LinkedIn page & group?
We share lots of information, including when events are taking place,
interesting articles from both our own members and other pages. We
encourage you to follow our page & group! Click the link below and then click
the follow button in the upper left corner.

Visit Our Page! Visit Our Group!

Negligence Section YouTube

Virtual Annual Meeting and Awards A Post-Pandemic Return to Live
Continuing Legal Education

YouTube Channel

Negligence Law Section Council Members
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Advertise in the next Negligence Section Journal

Contact Madelyne Lawry for Advertising Information

The Neg Law E-News comes to you as a member benefit
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