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Animal Law, Cats, and Me – 
Working as a Legislative Attorney 
for Best Friends Animal Society
By Richard Angelo

Working as a Sole Practioner
I have been fortunate in my legal career as a sole practitioner to be able to focus a large 

portion of my practice on issues involving companion animal-related matters. Defending 
unfairly accused dogs around the state was a primary niche for me, but I was also able to 
focus on community cat issues, state regulatory matters, and representing animal rescues 
and licensed shelters in a variety of interesting situations. About 7 years ago, I became 
more involved in political issues regarding breed discrimination, community cats, and 
animal sheltering, as well as statutory and ordinance reform in those areas.  

In 2015, I was lucky enough to be presented with an opportunity to take a posi-
tion with Best Friends Animal Society (http://bestfriends.org/), a national animal welfare 
organization and operator of the largest no-kill animal sanctuary in the country. I had 
known and admired the work of Best Friends for many years and was elated when the 
opportunity arose. As a sole practitioner, it was difficult closing down my practice, but the 
opportunity to continue working for animals on a national level with Best Friends was too 
good an opportunity to pass up. 

Best Friends History and Work
For those who may be unfamiliar with Best Friends, 

the organization was founded in Kanab, Utah in 1984 by a 
group of animal-loving free spirits. They had pooled their 
resources and a couple of years prior had bought 3,000 
acres of land in the high desert to create a sanctuary for 
abandoned and abused animals. Little did they know at the time that they would  cre-
ate what would become the largest no-kill animal sanctuary in the world and a national 
movement to end the killing of companion animals. Luckily, many of the original found-
ers have been able to see the fruits of their labors, and many of them are still active in the 
organization today. One of the more prominent stories regarding Best Friends came about 
in the aftermath of the arrest of a famous, and now infamous, football player, Michael 
Vick. Best Friends was among the first in the country to become advocates for the 50+ 
dogs seized in connection with Vick’s dog-fighting operation. After a long, arduous process 
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Co-Editor’s Note

Welcome to the second issue of the Newsletter for 2017.  We are now in our 
22nd year as a section.  The Section had its initial official meeting at the 1995 

State Bar of Michigan Annual Meeting.  Our Section is the first state-wide animal 
law section in the United States.

Our lead article is on Richard Angelo’s work as an attorney with Best Friends 
Animal Society as an advocate for community cats and other animals.  Ann and I 
want to have an occasional article about how section members and other attorneys 
are working for animals and making a living at it, too.

We have articles on many other topics such as an update on the Nonhuman 
Rights Project (which we have been covering in recent issues), Animal Law News 
(many short articles), a summary of a controversial case of falsely accused dogs in 
Ionia County where the Section filed an amicus brief, the Sadie and Wanda Nash 
awards ceremonies, a talk by Delci Winders of the Harvard Law School co-spon-
sored by the Section, the financial report for the section, the legislative committee 
update, and a new partnership between Crime Stoppers and the Michigan Humane 
Society to fight animal abuse.  Please see the calendar of upcoming events on page 
14 to get an idea of the high level of interest in animal law across the country.

We continue to print the issue in all color including photographs and graphics.  
We are using better quality paper.  This greatly increases the visual appeal of the 
Newsletter.  The photographs are much clearer with this approach.

As always I will make my standard request, please remember that this is your 
newsletter, too.  Helpful articles are always needed.  In fact, if we can get one good 
main article for each issue, we can do the rest.  Please consider writing an article 
that will be of interest to your fellow Section members.

I have had several members suggest or volunteer articles and I am looking for-
ward to these articles.  

Donald Garlit, Newsletter Co-Editor
donaldgarlit@yahoo.com 

Stay cool!
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Animal Law, Cats, and Me ...    continued from page 1

in the legal and sheltering system, in 2008, 22 of the most 
traumatized dogs went to the Sanctuary in Utah, where the 
quest to heal them began. The story captured national atten-
tion, of course, and much of the country was able to follow 
the progress of many of the dogs that were taken in by Best 
Friends. Many of the dogs were able to find wonderful, loving 
homes; some became service dogs and therapy dogs; many 
earned their Canine Good Citizen certificate; and only two 
were court-ordered to remain at the sanctuary for the remain-
der of their lives. 

In addition to this great work, since the turn of the cen-
tury, Best Friends has expanded its operations to include re-
gional centers in Salt Lake City, New York City, Los Angeles, 
and Atlanta. The organization has expanded its goal to Save 
Them All across the country and has a presence in supporting 
other local shelter programs in many locations through the 
No More Homeless Pets Network. Recently, at the 2016 Best 
Friends National Conference, the commitment was made by 
Best Friends to make our country No Kill by 2025. This is a 
huge undertaking that I get to support by working on legisla-
tion that will help reach that goal.

My Work as a Legislative Attorney with Best 
Friends

Best Friends has become more active in legislation and 
advocacy work on a national level, realizing the importance 
of this work in supporting programs to save companion 
animals’ lives. This is exactly the type of work that I am 
involved in as a legislative attorney. I work on legislation 
across the country, mostly at the state and local levels, that 
will humanely and directly reduce the killing of animals in 
our shelters. Much of my focus over the past couple of years 
has focused on community cat-related matters, however, I 
also work on legislation that will end breed discrimination, 
bring more transparency to animal sheltering information, 
and promote spaying and neutering of companion animals. 

Best Friends’ advocacy team is small, but mighty. Not ev-
ery member of the team is an attorney, but we each play our 
roles where needed. By way of example, over the past year, 
our team has played a role in affecting legislation in Califor-
nia, Delaware, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Washington DC, 
and elsewhere across the country.

My role with Best Friends is quite variable. My work 
primarily involves legislation, state and local, dealing with 
community cats. During the current legislative session, I 
have personally worked with colleagues on state legislation in 
Illinois, Delaware, Nevada, New Mexico, Hawaii, Wyoming, 
Utah, Indiana, and Washington DC. My role in dealing 
with state-level legislation regarding community cats usually 

involves “playing 
defense.” In es-
sence, that means 
that our team is 
trying to change 
or defeat legisla-
tion that would 
likely be harmful 
to community 
cat or trap-
neuter-vaccinate-
return (“TNVR”) 
programs in a 
state. In Hawaii 
alone, our small 
team, along with 
the assistance of 
local and other 
national organizations, was tracking and communicating 
with legislators on more than 20 individual bills that were 
introduced and that could have been harmful to community 
cats in the state. The Hawaii legislative session is done, and 
we were successful in defeating many of those bills, but given 
the sheer volume there, a couple were passed that will need to 
be addressed further in the future.

The bulk of my work at Best Friends entails getting 
involved in local ordinance discussions and drafting across 
the country. Because most animal control-related matters are 
left to local control in the majority of states, our work with 
community cats is focused locally. In addition, Best Friends 
operates more large-scale community cat programs nation-
wide than any other organization. My work also involves 
supporting those great programs as well by making sure that 
ordinances and regulations are in place that make it more 
likely than not that the program will be as successful as pos-
sible. A colleague of mine, Peter Wolf, and I also recorded a 
CLE webinar this year for attorneys that would assist those 
unfamiliar with the pitfalls of ordinance issues with commu-
nity cats. The program has received quite good reviews thus 
far, and I would encourage those interested to take the time 
to watch if this is an area of the law in which you are inter-
ested. The webinar is entitled “Protecting Feral Cats: A Law 
and Policy Discussion,” and can be found at the following 
link: https://www.lawline.com/course/protecting-feral-cats-a-law-
and-policy-discussion-ondemand. 

National Issues and Community Cats
In addition to the day-to-day legal work involved in my 

position, I regularly speak at regional and national confer-

Richard Angelo with Petey, the dog, and 
Finnegan, the cat 

Article photos courtesy Richard Angelo
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ences regarding legislative and legal issues dealing with 
community cats, breed discriminatory legislation, and animal 
sheltering. These conference audiences range from attorneys 
at the American Bar Association Shelter Law Symposium 
to animal control officers at the National Animal Care and 
Control Association conference to the Best Friends National 
Conference, which has a very varied audience. I have to say 
that these speaking engagements are probably more benefi-
cial to me in many cases than for those that are attending. 
Animal law is such a diverse and growing area that opportu-
nities for learning from other attendees is very exciting. In 
addition, I love being able to encourage other attorneys and 
animal advocates alike to get involved in their local commu-
nities to advocate for animals. 

Finally, one of the more exciting projects that I have had 
the pleasure of being involved in deals with my member-
ship in the American Bar Association Tort Trial and Insur-
ance Practice Section (TIPS)/Animal Law Committee. A 
small group of members on that committee and on the Best 
Friends legislative team has drafted a resolution that seeks to 
have the ABA urge state and local governments to recognize 
the legality of TNVR and community cat programs. The 
resolution was drafted and submitted to the parent section 
of the Animal Law Committee, the Tort Trial and Insurance 
Practice Section earlier this year. The resolution was approved 
unanimously and will be voted upon by the full ABA House 
of Delegates in August 2017. If the resolution passes, it will 
be a wonderful tool for attorneys and advocates for our feline 
friends to use nationwide in order to urge their jurisdictions 
to interpret and pass laws encouraging the use of community 
cat and TNVR programs. The ABA has previously passed 
resolutions on breed discrimination and dogs from fight 
busts, and it is about time that we stand up for our feline 
friends as well, in my mind!

A Dream Job that Helps Animals
In closing, my position with Best Friends is a dream job 

for me. I get to advocate for companion animals all day long 
as a career. Seeing the results of lives being saved due to the 
work that you are doing is so rewarding and humbling. There 
are many more positions opening up as the field of animal 
law expands. I encourage anyone wanting a career in ani-
mal law to do their research with national, state, and local 
organizations. The feeling of saving and bettering the lives of 
animals in our world will be the reward of your labors. 

Richard's dog, Riggs, approves of Best Friends 

What better way to meet fellow animal law attorneys and learn about cutting edge topics in the field from a nationally-
recognized scholar, litigator, and activist, than to convene for Sunday brunch at an Ann Arbor restaurant?

The Section co-hosted Delcianna Winders in early May, along with Attorneys for Animals. 
Delci Winders, Academic Fellow, Harvard’s Animal Law & Policy Program gave an informal presentation which fo-

cused on the USDA removal of animal welfare records from its website. Delci is one of the named plaintiffs in People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals, et. al, vs. USDA (DDC 2017) which challenges the agency›s controversial removal of animal 
welfare records from its website. 

Winders has taught animal law at Tulane University School of Law and Loyola University New Orleans College of Law; 
and since her talk has accepted a position with PETA Foundation. 

Section Co-Sponsors Brunch with Harvard Law 
Animal Law & Policy Fellow, Delcianna Winders
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The Section presented two awards at ceremonies during 
May.  The Awards Committee will be seeking Section member 
input for upcoming awards and will be developing a variety of 
ceremonies in different venues that are unique and appropri-
ate to awardees. Section members are welcome and encour-
aged to attend these ceremonies.  

Wanda Nash Award

Christian Bucey was honored on the evening before his 
graduation from MSU College of Law in a ceremony held at 
the school in East Lansing. Named for the Section’s founder 
and first Chair (who died in 2008), it acknowledges the 
graduating law student at one of the state’s law schools who 
has had the most impact on animal law. The award was first 
presented in 2007.

It is based on nominations by animal law professors. Prof. 
David Favre nominated Bucey, saying in part: 

Since coming to Michigan State University College 
of Law, Christian has been involved with numerous 
activities surrounding animal law. During his 1L 
year, Christian became a member of MSU’s Student 
Animal Legal Defense Fund (SALDF) chapter. 

In his 2L year, Christian was a panelist for the State 
Bar of Michigan’s Animal Law Section special pro-
gram: “20th Anniversary: Past, Present & Future.” 
His presentation centered on the atrocities of the 
Canned Hunting industry, which inspired him to 
write and submit his critical analysis of the industry, 
“The Unfair Chase: A Federal Approach to Elimi-

nate Canned Hunting,” to the first ever Law Student 
Panel at the Animal Law Conference. His submission 
received an Honorable Mention. Also during his 2L 
year, Christian competed at the National Animal 
Law Competitions at Harvard Law School, and was a 
semi-finalist in the Moot Court competition.  

Following his 2L year, Christian was a Litigation 
Clerk for the Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) in 
its Cotati, CA office. Upon returning to East Lansing 
for his final year, Christian continued his work with 
ALDF as a remote extern and served on the executive 
board of MSU’s SALDF chapter.  

The ceremony was well attended.  Prof. Philip Pucillo rep-
resented the MSU College of Law (Prof. Favre was out of the 
country lecturing on animal law). The Bucey family, includ-
ing the awardees’ parents, brother, and sister attended.  Many 
members of Wanda’s family, including her husband, Jim, their 
three children and two grandchildren were there from the 
Marshall area. Several Animal Law Section members attended.

In addition to a certificate, the Section presented Bucey 
with an honorarium of $250. Bucey has moved to the Bay 
Area and will be taking the California Bar exam this summer.

Sadie Award
The 2016 Sadie Award was presented to Connie Page and 

the late Tom Conner (who passed away in 2016) at a Mixer & 

Wanda Nash and Sadie Awards Ceremonies 
in May 2017
By Bee Friedlander

Christian with his immediate family including L-R: His parents, 
Christian, sister, and brother 

Photo courtesy of Talbot Eckweiler of MSU College of Law

Christian with Wanda's husband Jim, children, and extended family 
Photo courtesy of Talbot Eckweiler of MSU College of Law 
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Reception at Lansing’s Midtown Brewery, where many friends 
of the couple joined Animal Law Section representatives.

The award acknowledged their work at the Ingham 

County Animal Shelter.  After retiring from the faculty at 
MSU, Page and Connor worked tirelessly and successfully 
over the course of years to boost adoptions of shelter ani-
mals, especially cats.  They designed adoption programs, 
applied for grants, and setup adoption events.  Their 
promotional activities included  photographing cats for 
the shelter’s web site; creating and distributing handouts 
and flyers; and appearing weekly with cats and kittens on 
a Lansing TV station broadcast. They also organized and 
operated mobile adoption stations at pet stores and special 
events.  Connie continues their work. 

The award included an honorarium to the Ingham 
County Animal Shelter presented in the names of Connie 
and Tom.  The shelter’s director, John Dinon, attended 
the event.

The Sadie Award is presented annually and recognizes 
contributions to the well-being of animals by Michigan 
residents not involved in the legal or legislative systems.  
The award was named in memory of Sadie, a beloved fam-
ily dog who died tragically as a result of animal cruelty. 

In July 2016, three dogs, Mario, Luigi, and 
Major, found themselves in incriminating 

circumstances in Ionia County.  They had 
escaped their yard through a hole in a fence 
and were found inside a neighbor’s pen with 
three dead goats.  Two of the dogs, Mario 
and Luigi, were visiting Michigan with Al-
len Hustin of Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  
Hustin is a U.S. Army Veteran and Purple 
Heart recipient who served two tours of duty 
in Iraq.  The dogs offered him emotional sup-
port and helped him deal with post-traumatic 
stress.  The third dog, Major, lived with the 
family members Hustin was visiting.  

The dogs were taken into county custody.  
Mario and Luigi were held in the shelter for 
the duration of the legal proceedings.  (At 
some point, Major disappeared from the 
shelter, and the Ionia County Sheriff was investigating.) An-
imal control and the animal control shelter did not see the 
animals as a threat to public safety and did not want to eu-
thanize them.  However, the goats’ owner wanted the dogs 
to be euthanized.  Ionia County District Judge Raymond 
Voet held a hearing in late July 2016 and ordered that the 
dogs be euthanized. His decision was affirmed in January 

2017 by Ionia County Circuit Judge 
Ronald Schafer.1

Until spring 2017, the dogs’ 
families had represented themselves 
in court.  But then attorneys Da-
vid Draper and Celeste Dunn got 
involved.  Celeste is an Animal Law 
Section member and represented the 
families pro bono.  Mary Chartier, 
Animal Law Section member and 
Chair of the Section’s Litigation 
Committee, also supported the fami-
lies by filing an amicus brief on the 
Section’s behalf in circuit court.

Celeste and David succeeded in 
getting a new hearing, which was 
held on April 17, 2017.  The hearing 
lasted until 11:15 p.m., and ultimate-

ly, the dogs were exonerated and ordered returned to their 
families. 

Endnote
1 Ken Palmer, Iraq War Vet Fighting to Save His Dogs from Death 

Row, Lansing State Jnl. (March 22, 2017) (available on line at 
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2017/03/20/
iraq-war-vet-fighting-save-dogs-death-row/99415648/). 

Section Members Save Three Dogs Condemned to Death

(L-R) John Dinon (Director of Ingham County Animal Shelter), Sadie 
Award Recipient Connie Page, and Tracy Sonneborn (Section 

member who nominated Connie Page for Sadie Award)
Photo courtesy of Tracy & Barb Sonneborn

(L-R) Attorneys Celeste Dunn and David 
Draper with dog guardian, Susan Owen, 

after court ruling
Photo courtesy of Mary Chartier

By Ann Griffin
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The Animal Law Section Newsletter has featured ongo-
ing updates regarding the Nonhuman Rights Project 

(NhRP) and its efforts to secure freedom for Leo and Hercu-
les, two chimpanzees who have been kept since their infancy 
in a research lab in miserable conditions, and Tommy, a 
chimpanzee who has been kept in a cage for decades at a used 
trailer lot and whose current whereabouts are unknown. 

Hercules and Leo
There have been no new developments in the Hercules 

and Leo case since the update published earlier this year.

Tommy – The NhRP’s First Nonhuman Animal 
Client

As we previously reported, Tommy starred in the 1987 
movie Project X with Matthew Broderick. He was also forced 
to perform for years in a circus. When the entertainment 
industry no longer had need of him, he was forced to live in 
a cage at Patrick Lavery’s used trailer lot in Gloversville, New 
York. The NhRP has been fighting on Tommy’s behalf in 
New York courts since December 2013. 

On December 2, 2015, after a first petition for a writ of 
habeas corpus and subsequent appeals failed, the NhRP filed 
a new lawsuit and request for an Order to Show Cause on 
Tommy’s behalf with the New York County Supreme Court. 
The request was denied on December 23, 2015 by Justice 
Barbara Jaffe. Justice Jaffe deferred to the Third Department 
intermediate appellate court’s prior decision in Tommy’s case 
and noted that the new suit did not raise any sufficiently 
distinct allegations or grounds than those included in the first 
petition.

The NhRP had delayed filing an appeal for fear that 
Tommy had been moved beyond the New York courts’ 
jurisdiction in late 2015. However, on October 28, 2016, the 
NhRP filed an appeal on Tommy’s behalf with the Appellate 
Division, First Appellate Department in Manhattan.  Legal 
scholars, including Lawrence H. Tribe of Harvard University, 
filed amicus briefs in support of the NhRP in Tommy’s case.

The court heard oral argument on March 16, 2017.  On 
June 8, 2017, the First Appellate Department ruled that 
the NhRP could not seek a second writ of habeas corpus on 
Tommy’s behalf.  The NhRP is planning to appeal to the 
New York Court of Appeals.  

Update on Legal Efforts to Free Chimps 
Hercules, Leo, and Tommy
By Ann Griffin

With the first partnership of its kind in the United States, the Michigan Humane 
Society and Crime Stoppers of Michigan have teamed-up to combat animal abuse 

and neglect. The new venture was announced today at the MHS Dresner Foundation 
Animal Care Campus in Detroit with representatives from both organizations. 

Baron, the maimed Rottweiler rescued by MHS earlier this year, also attended. Despite 
public outcry, Baron’s abusers have yet to be brought to justice. His case proved to be the 
catalyst for partnership announced today.

“There is a demonstrated link between violence toward animals and violence toward 
human beings,” said Matthew Pepper, president and CEO of MHS. “People who abuse 

Historic Partnership Formed to 
Help Animal Abuse Victims

Crime Stoppers and Michigan Humane Society create new avenue 
to bring animal abusers to justice – Press Release

MHS Senior Cruelty Investigator 
Mark Ramos (and star of Animal 
Planet's Animal Cops: Detroit) 

with Baron
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animals are a threat to public safety, and these crimes need to 
be taken seriously. That’s what makes collaboration between 
the two organizations so important.”

 “We are very happy to work with the Michigan Humane 
Society to provide a way that people can safely and anony-
mously report crimes of animal abuse,” said Dan DiBardino, 
president of Crime Stoppers of Michigan.

MHS will use Crime Stoppers’ anonymous tip line to 
gather information about potential animal abuse and neglect 
from the Crime Stoppers’ seven-county service area, which 
includes Wayne, Oakland, Washtenaw, Livingston, St. Clair, 
Macomb and Monroe. The information will be given to the 
MHS cruelty investigation department to determine appro-
priate action. MHS investigators will also lend their expertise 
to other local law enforcement as needed.

Crime Stoppers will offer up to a $2,500 reward for 
information leading to the arrest of the person(s) responsible 
for the abuse, which can be matched by MHS. Anonymous 
benefactors are donating seed money for the reward for 
Baron, which stands at $25,000.

Both organizations encourage more community mem-
bers to speak up about what is going on in their neigh-
borhoods given the guaranteed anonymity of the Crime 

Stoppers model. 
Anyone who witnesses possible animal cruelty can call 

Crime Stoppers at 1-800-SPEAKUP or visit 1800speakup.
org.  

The Michigan Humane Society, founded in 1877, is a 
nonprofit animal welfare organization that places more than 
10,000 homeless animals each year. MHS has three shelter and 
veterinary centers—in Detroit, Rochester Hills and Westland. 
Learn more at michiganhumane.org.

Crime Stoppers is the largest crime-fighting organization 
in the world, operating in 22 countries. Crime Stoppers of 
Michigan is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization. 

The mission of CSM is to empower people to make their 
neighborhoods, schools and businesses safer through anony-
mous reporting of crimes.  Tips can be submitted by calling 
800-SPEAK-UP, at www.1800speakup.org or text CSM and 
your tip to 274637. Since 2013, Crime Stoppers has received 
more than 24,000 anonymous tips from the public and has 
awarded more than $300,000 in cash rewards to anonymous 
tipsters. 

All photos in the article courtesy of the Michigan Humane 
Society.

(L-R) Dan DiBardino of Crime Stoppers of Michigan, Mark 
Ramos of MHS, Lara and Todd (guardians of Baron), Baron, 

and Matt Pepper of MHS

Baron endured terrible abuse and injuries including 
having his nose and ears cut-off.  Reconstructive surgery 
took place in February and his appearance and physical 
condition was much improved.  See: http://www.freep.com/
story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2017/02/08/mutilated-
detroit-dog-surgery/97643994/

Ann Griffin and I both attended the joint press confer-
ence of Crime Stoppers and the Michigan Humane Society 
mentioned in the related article.  We were able to meet 
Baron.  He appears to be a happy dog and has healed well.  
His guardians told me that they just have to be careful to 
clean his ears and snout regularly as he has little protection 
for them.  He is able to smell well as his scent organs were 
not damaged.

Detroit Police Mounted Officer Brandon Murphy 
and Ivan the horse also attended the event.  Baron took a 
tremendous interest in the horse and could not forget him.  
It was obvious after the press conference that Baron wanted 
to get back outside and see Ivan.  A picture of the two is at 
http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2017/06/15/
crime-stoppers-michigan-humane-society/399821001/

Meeting Baron
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Continued on next page

Co-Editor’s Note: The news below includes brief summaries 
of important and newsworthy items of interest.  We chose these 
as being of most interest to our members.  Many items are now 
appearing in the legal and national press and not all can be 
included.

You will see that some items cover situations in countries 
other than the United States.  Improving conditions for animals 
is achieving worldwide interest.

 Additionally, we will continue to discuss recent cases which 
have involved dog attacks and animal cruelty which have re-
sulted in serious charges against the owner/guardian – although 
none appear in this issue.  It appears that prosecutors are taking 
these situations much more seriously especially when there is a 
past pattern of dog aggression or animal cruelty.

Animal Law Summer School – Webinars from 
Animal Legal Defense Fund – These are for 
Animal Advocates Not Just for Attorneys 

The Animal Legal Defense Fund is offering Animal 
Law Summer School with webinars/classes on Puppy Mills 
(June 6, 2017 and session recording now available), Ag-
Gag (July 11 and recording soon available), and Captive 
Wildlife (August 8).  Animal Law Summer School is suitable 
for anyone interested in animal law, current and future law 
students, attorneys, legal professionals and animal advocates. 

Source is Animal Legal Defense Fund at: http://aldf.org/
resources/animal-legal-defense-funds-animal-law-summer-school/

Jury Verdict in Dog Shooting by Police Case 
Results in $1.26 Million Award in Maryland

An Anne Arundel County, Maryland police officer shot 
and killed Vern, a Chesapeake Bay Retriever, while canvassing 
a neighborhood looking for witnesses to a burglary.  Michael 
Reeves was Vern’s guardian and was not a witness to the 
burglary nor was his house burglarized.  The police officer said 
Vern, who appears to have been on the Reeves property, was 
charging and threatening him.  He fired two shots killing Vern.

A police department investigation exonerated the police 
officer.  Reeves sued the police department.  Trial was held in 
the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County.  A necropsy of 
Vern showed that he was not charging the officer as the dog 
was shot in the side of the body.  At trial, the police officer 
admitted that Vern did not bite or otherwise injure him.

The jury found for plaintiff and awarded $1.26 million 
in May based on lost work time of Reeves of $500,000 and 
$760,000 for mental anguish.

There is no information about an appeal at this time.
There is no mention in the various news articles if action 

will include a law suit brought under 42 US Code Section 
1983 of the Civil Rights Act of 1871 (yes, 1871!) as the of-
ficer did not have a search warrant for Reeves’ property at the 
time of the shooting.  Nor is there mention of the replace-
ment value of the dog as property which often limits awards 
in state court. 

Source is Care2 at: http://www.care2.com/causes/family-
awarded-historic-1-26-million-settlement-for-dog-killed-by-
police.html

and
Capital Gazette at: http://www.capitalgazette.com/news/for_

the_record/ph-ac-cn-vern-lawsuit-0510-20170509-story.html

New York City’s City Council Votes to Outlaw Wild 
Animals in Circus Acts – Mayor is Expected to 
Approve

New York City’s City Council voted 43-6 to outlaw the use 
of wild or exotic animals in circus acts in late June.  The mayor 
is expected to sign the bill.  An additional bill is expected in 
July to provide a time schedule so that circus’ can adjust their 
business model to New York City’s new requirements.  The 
schedule to end the acts may be at the end of 2018.

Source is New York Daily News: http://www.nydailynews.
com/new-york/city-council-voted-ban-wild-animal-acts-circuses-
article-1.3266675

Additionally, the New York Daily published an op-ed in 
favor of the action after the bill passed at: http://www.nydai-
lynews.com/opinion/kudos-city-council-standing-circus-animals-
article-1.3269667 

“More states say ‘yes’ to breaking into cars when a 
dog is at risk” – Blog from Wayne Pacelle of HSUS

A brief blog article notes that more than half of the states 
have passed laws to allow public officials or private citizens to 
break into cars and free animals from life-threatening circum-
stances. Sixteen states allow break-ins by public officials and 
10 states allow members of the general public to break-in to 
hot cars containing animals – all have conditions, of course.  
A bill is awaiting signature in Oregon.  

Michigan does not have such a law.
Source is Wayne Pacelle’s blog at: http://blog.humanesociety.

org/wayne/2017/06/states-pass-laws-on-dogs-in-hot-cars.html
and

Recent Animal Law News
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An accompanying Humane Society of the United States 
national map which shows types of laws by state at: http://
blog.humanesociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/hot-car-
laws-map-1.pdf

Nevada Bill Signed to Outlaw Bestiality – Still 
Legal in Seven States

Nevada Governor Sandoval signed a bill to outlaw bestial-
ity in Nevada in late May 2017.  The action is not outlawed 
in seven states (Hawaii, Kentucky, New Mexico, Texas, 
Vermont, West Virginia and Wyoming) and the District of 
Columbia although bills to ban it are pending in Texas and 
Vermont.

Source is Humane Society of the United States at: http://
www.humanesociety.org/news/press_releases/2017/05/gov-san-
doval-signs-bestiality-bill-052417.html?referrer=https://search.
yahoo.com/    

Establishing Domicile – Don’t Forget the Dog!
A recent decision by the New York Division of Tax Ap-

peals addressed the issue of the appropriate domicile for the 
former CEO of Match.com.  He lived in New York City and 
moved to Dallas although he maintained an apartment in 
New York City and boat in the Hamptons.

He initially was required to work in New York although 
his employment contract was changed to permit living in 
Dallas.  He later left Match.com and moved back to New 
York State.  The New York Division of Taxes stated he owed 
about $430K of taxes as he maintained his residence in New 
York City during two calendar years while he worked in Dal-
las.  The Division of Tax Appeals considered many factors in 
the case and ruled in favor of the former CEO.  He moved 
his dog to Dallas and related emails supported the claim that 
he then believed Dallas was his actual residence as he moved 
someone, as the Court noted, who was “near and dear” to 
him to his new domicile. 

The case is cited in a longer article titled: Establishing 
Residency for State Tax Purposes. 

Source is the law firm of Couzens Lansky at: http://www.
checkpointmarketing.net/n.cfm/page/e105/key/358493551G249
9J8438551N9N561335P0P10348910T0

Thanks to member Rebecca Wrock for suggesting this 
article.  Rebecca is an attorney at Couzens Lansky.  

Enhanced and Expanded Animal Cruelty Law 
Signed in Pennsylvania – Libre’s Law

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf signed a new animal 
cruelty law in late June that expands and enhances existing 
provisions of the law.  Libre the dog who was the impetus 
for the new laws attended the ceremony and paw-printed the 
bill, too.  New provisions include restrictions on tethering of 

dogs, possibility of felony charges for first-time animal cruel-
ty offenders (previously this applied only to repeat offenders), 
and animal forfeiture for anyone convicted of animal cruelty.

Source is Philly.com with an article that includes before 
and after pictures of Libre: http://www.philly.com/philly/news/
animal-cruelty-pennsylvania-libres-law-20170628.html 

See Humane Society of the United States commentary 
with background to Libre’s rescue at: http://blog.hslf.org/politi-
cal_animal/pets-cruelty/

Recent Developments in Animal Tort and 
Insurance Law – Article by Adam P. Karp, Yvonne 
C. Ocrant, and Cody L. Lipke – 2017 Edition

The above article was published in the ABA’s Tort Trial & 
Insurance Practice Law Journal, Winter 2017 (52:2).  The 28 
page article includes various animal-related cases and is avail-
able on the web (access is not restricted to ABA members 
only).  Earlier updates covering then recent cases were also 
written in 2013 and 2015 by Adam Karp and other attorneys 
and both earlier versions are available on the web, too.  Sec-
tion member Julie Fershtman co-authored the 2013 article.

This is a most interesting read and is recommended.
Source is Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Law Jour-

nal: https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/pub-
lications/tort_insurance_law_journal/tips_vol_52_no_2/
TIPS_52_2_03_animal.authcheckdam.pdf

Texas Law Signed by Governor to Increase 
Violent Animal Cruelty Crime Sentences from 
Maximum of 2 Years to 10 Years

Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed a bill in early June 
2017 which increases prison sentences in violent animal cruelty 
cases to imprisonment from 2 years to 10 years.  Re-offenders 

Libre paw-signs the new Pennsylvania animal cruelty prevention law.  
Governor Tom Wolf holds the bill at left.   

Courtesy of the Office of Governor Tom Wolf
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can now receive a sentence of 20 years.  Examples of the violent 
crimes against animals where the increased minimums and 
maximums will apply include actions such as torturing, cruelly 
killing, poisoning, or causing serious bodily injury to an ani-
mal.  The crime will now be considered a third degree felony.

The second article below notes there have been frequent 
situations where a person would douse a dog with acceler-
ant and set the dog on fire.  These heinous crimes would 
previously often get a 180-day sentence in jail which is now 
changed with the new law.  

Source is Channel 6, KRISTV in Corpus Christi at: 
http://www.kristv.com/story/35680287/new-texas-law-calls-for-
prison-time-for-animal-abusers

and
The News Gram at: http://189.238.24.99:81/index.

php/2011-08-04-18-06-26/item/7912-governor-signs-bill-to-
strengthen-animal-cruelty-laws  

Article: Even Animals Need Legal Assistance 
(from the Archives, Figuratively)

While browsing the ‘Net to find and review possible ar-
ticle for this column, I found the article, Even Animals Need 
Legal Assistance, from 2012.  While 5 years old, it presents 
a good summary of issues related to animal law and the ac-
tions that attorneys are taking.  Subsections of the article are 
entitled Picking up speed, A vast area, Lawyers as advocates, 
and Getting educated. 

Source is Chicago Lawyer at: http://chicagolawyermaga-
zine.com/Archives/2012/05/Animal-Rights.aspx

Two Judge Panel of the Supreme Court of India 
Bans Jallikattu (Similar to Pamplona’s Running of 
the Bulls) – Prime Minister Personally Orders It to 
Resume

The Animal Control Board of India has prohibited the 
practice of jallikattu since 2007 – we have reported this situ-
ation in the prior issue.  Jallikattu is an activity where a bag 
of money is tied between the horns of bulls and crowds chase 
the bulls for the money bag.  Hundreds of participants may 
surround and torment the bulls during jallikattu events.  The 
prohibition was confirmed by the Supreme Court of India in 
decisions in 2014 and late 2016 (by a two judge panel).

Jallikattu has been an election and political issue.  Pro-
ponents of jallikattu have claimed it is a form of religious 
or cultural expression and provides entertainment to many.  
(On the issue of entertainment, Justice Misra wrote in 2016: 
“You better play computer games for entertainment.”)

India Prime Minister Modi personally ordered that jallikat-
tu can proceed in January 2017.  The Tamil Nadu legislature 
then amended their Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act to 
exclude jallikattu.  Since that time, hundreds have been injured 
in the events and (perhaps) eight have died – the numbers are 
somewhat vague as the event is held in many locations.

Source is Animals 24x7 at: http://www.animals24-7.
org/2017/02/14/indian-style-bullfights-resume-at-urging-of-
prime-minister-nahrendra-modi/

 
Alaska Legislature Becomes First to Require 
Consideration of Animals’ Interests in Custody 
Cases – Article from Animal Legal Defense Fund

The “well being of the animal” is now required to be con-
sidered in divorce custody cases in Alaska.  This requirement 
is a first for any state.  Previously judges could consider the 
issue although they were not required to do so in Alaska and 
other states.  The law became effective in mid-January 2017 
(about the time our last issue was completed).

Source is Animal Legal Defense Fund at http://aldf.org/
blog/alaska-legislature-becomes-first-to-require-consideration-of-
animals-interests-in-custody-cases/

Virginia Attorney General Mark Herring Announces 
that His Office’s Animal Law Unit Obtains 
Convictions in 3 Animal Cruelty Cases in June 2017

All three cases involved animal cruelty at Tyson chicken 
breeder farms.  Sentences were relatively light and all were 
suspended.  All of those convicted were given time periods 
where they cannot work with animals.  One of those con-
victed was a breeder farm owner.  (Co-Editor’s comment: It 
should be noted that animal cruelty convictions are rare in 
animal agricultural operations.)

The Virginia Attorney General Animal Law Unit was formed 
in 2013 and is the first at a state level in the United States.

Source is Attorney General of Virginia at: http://www.oag.
state.va.us/media-center/news-releases/972-june-23-2017-ag-
herring-secures-convictions-in-animal-cruelty-cases 

“McKittrick Rule” Overruled in Federal Court Decision
The so-called “McKittrick Rule” allowed the US Depart-

ment of Justice (DOJ) to not prosecute an individual who 
killed an animal identified under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) when the individual claimed it was a case of mistaken 
identity.  This policy has been in place since the late 1990’s.

 Judge David Bury of the US District Court of the Dis-
trict of Arizona has ruled against the “McKittrick Rule” in 
a case brought against the Department of Justice under the 
Administrative Procedures Act by several wildlife protection 
groups.  The case was decided in June 2017.

Basically, the ruling stated that the “McKittrick Rule” is 
“outside the range of prosecutorial authority” given to the 
DOJ under the ESA. 

Source is Grand Canyon News at: https://www.grand-
canyonnews.com/news/2017/jul/04/ruling-hunters-responsible-
identifying-targets-sho/  
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Presented in Partnership with The Chicago Bar Association Animal Law Committee

3RD ANNUAL ANIMAL LAW SUMMIT:
An International Perspective

Thursday, August 17, 2017
7:55 a.m. - 4:10 p.m. 
Registration opens at 7:30 a.m.

Friday, August 18, 2017
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Registration opens at 8:00 a.m.

The Chicago Bar Association
321 S. Plymouth Court, Chicago, IL 60604
(with live Webcast option)

Continuing Legal 
Education Credits, 
including 1 PR-MCLE 
(subject to approval)

$275 Attorneys
$100 Animal Service Workers
More details and registration 
at www.chicagobar.org/cle.
Fee includes vegan lunch.

$

12+

Program Chair, Tracy A. McGonigle – Hooved Animal Humane Society, Woodstock, IL

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Professor David Favre
Michigan State University College of Law

Prior to joining the Law College faculty in 1976, Professor Favre 
was a practicing attorney in Virginia. He has written several articles 
and books dealing with animal issues including such topics as 
animal cruelty, wildlife law, the use of animals for scientific research, 
and international control of animal trade. His books include Ani-
mal Law and Dog Behavior, Animal Law: Welfare, Interest, and 
Rights, and International Trade in Endangered Species. He also 
has presented to international audiences on these topics. He was 
a founding Board member of the Animal Legal Defense Fund and 
served on the Board for 22 years. He served as interim dean of the 
Law College from 1993 to 1996 and from 1999 to 2000.

SCHEDULE

August 17
7:30 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast
7:55 a.m.  Welcome & Introductions
8:00 a.m. Morning Sessions
12:00 p.m. Lunch (included)
1:00 p.m. Keynote Speaker
1:25 p.m. Afternoon Sessions
4:10 p.m. Adjourn

Broaden your perspective on animal law as practitioners and 
experts from across the globe, including 27 U.S. States and 
Territories, Canadian Provinces, South America, the Carib-
bean and New Zealand update you on the latest issues in 
animal law from their jurisdictions.  Get briefed on cutting 
edge local, national, and international case law and legislative 
developments from all corners of the globe,  including:

• Break a Window Law: Immunity for Forcible Entry into 
Motor Vehicle to Rescue Animals   

• Trial Publicity, Gag Orders and Social Media
• Legality of Bestiality 
• Animal Abuse Registries
• Use of Cyanide Bombs to Control Predators
• Pet Valuation and Damages
• Citizen Initiative Rights 
• Police-Canine Encounters and Damages
• Confinement of Farm Animals 
• Challenges to Dangerous Dog Prosecutions and 

Impoundments
• And More!

August 18
8:00 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast
8:30 a.m. Morning Sessions 
11:00 a.m. Lunch (included)
12:00 p.m. Animal Law Ethics Panel 
1:00 p.m. Afternoon Session
5:00 p.m. Adjourn
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Visit our Website 
http://connect.michbar.org/animallaw

January marked the beginning of a new session of the 
Michigan Legislature and although it is in recess for most 

of the summer, there was some activity during the first part 
of 2017 regarding animal-related legislation.

The legislative committee reviews bills and other policies 
related to animal welfare, and provides recommendations to 
the Section Council, which then votes to take a position on 
bills of note. When possible, a Section representative attends 
the legislative committee meeting at which the bill is being 
considered, and testifies. The Council took the following 
three actions this year:   

First, the Council voted to support bills introduced con-
currently in the House and Senate which strengthen several 
provisions of the code related to animal crimes. These are HB 
4332 and SB 276 (and related bills which revise the sentenc-
ing guidelines, HB 4333 and SB 277).

The bills extend neglect or cruelty prohibitions to a 
breeder or pet shop operator; enhance graduated penalties 
for animal neglect or cruelty based on the number of animals 
involved and/or the number of prior convictions; allow a 
court to include at least five years of probation as part of a 
sentence for a conviction involving 25 or more animals or 
three or more prior convictions; establish first, second, and 
third degrees of killing and torture of an animal; and increase 
maximum penalties for first and second degrees. 

HB 4333 and SB 277 revise the sentencing guidelines for 
animal neglect or cruelty, which will provide for potentially 
increased sentences. 

In supporting these bills, the Council noted that they 
“will provide prosecutors and the courts with the tools 
necessary to effectively charge and punish those convicted of 
offenses against animals. The introduction of first, second, 
and third degree killing and torture of an animal will enable 
prosecutors and the courts to better protect the public from 
those who commit forms of animal abuse most closely linked 
to violence against humans – animal abuse in a domestic 
violence situation where animals are used as pawns to control 
a person or instill fear, and malicious and sadistic serial 
animal abuse by defendants who may become future serial 
killers of humans or otherwise commit violent crimes against 
humans.”

Second, the Council voted to oppose Senate Joint Reso-
lution G, which would amend the Constitution to enshrine 
the right to hunt and fish, stating that it is a “consumptive 

pastime that harms our state’s natural resources and is en-
joyed by a small population of people. All Michigan residents 
already have the opportunity to legally hunt, fish, and harvest 
wildlife; there is nothing to be gained by elevating it to a 
Constitutional right.”

Third, in February, the United States Department of 
Agriculture removed its entire online animal welfare data-
base, without warning, notice or explanation. The Council 
joined in a letter to US Senator Debbie Stabenow, requesting 
that she exercise her oversight authority regarding executive 
agencies, as the Ranking Member of the Senate Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, and inquire into this 
action with an end of restoring these important records.  

All Council actions are posted on the SBM website and 
include archives of previous positions back to the 2005-2006 
legislative session, and can be accessed at http://www.michbar.
org/sections/animalpp   

Legislative Committee Update
By Bee Friedlander 
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This is a summary of the Animal Law Section’s financial 
status as of May 31, 2017 (8 months of the Fiscal Year).  

The purpose of this summary is to report on our financial 
results, assure the members that the Animal Law Section is 
operating and maintaining a sound financial status, and con-
firm that your Section dues are being spent responsibly and 
for appropriate purposes.

Membership totaled 237 members on May 31, 2017.  We 
are not a large section although far from the smallest within 
the State Bar of Michigan.  Note that in the 2014-2015 FY, 
54% of State Bar of Michigan sections had less than 800 
members.  

Revenue through May is $4,715.
Expenses through May totaled $2,316.
Major expenses were the January 2017 edition of the 

Newsletter of $1,028, honorariums of $250 each for the Sec-
tion’s 3 major awards (Sadie, Brandi, and Wanda Nash) total-
ing $750, and meeting expenses for the Brandi and Wanda 
Nash awards of $367.  Other expenses included teleconference 
calls of $139 as well as copies and supplies expenses of $32.

 The present fund balance is $13,470; an increase of 
$2,399 from the prior FY yearend balance of $11,071.  

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Garlit
Treasurer, July 2017

Treasurer’s Report – 2016-2017 FY 
(8 Months ended May 31, 2017)



July 1, 2017 (included for information only) 
New Zealand Law Society’s Animal Law 
Conference in Auckland (speakers included Dr. 
Jane Goodall)

August 17-18, 2017 
Third Annual Animal Law Summit: An International 
Perceptive at the Chicago Bar Association, 321 S. 
Plymouth Ct., Chicago, Illinois (details at http://aldf.
org/resources/animal-law-events-opportunities/
events/id/3620/)

September 29, 2017 (10 AM to Noon)
Animal Law Section Annual Meeting during the 
Next Conference (State Bar of Michigan Annual 
Meeting) at Cobo Hall, Detroit 

October 13-15 2017
25th Animal Law Conference, Animals, Law & 
Culture in Portland, Oregon (complete details at – 
http://animallawconference.org/)

Upcoming Events
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SBM & ICLE Together Delivering More to Bar Members

REGISTER TODAY! 
michbar.org/sbmnext

EARLY BIRD SAVINGS END 
August 23, 2017#SBMNext

Opening Keynote
Dan Abrams
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
9:00am–9:50am

SPONSORED BY 
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Animal Legal Lifeline Toll-free Number for Referrals: (866) 211-6257

Like us on Facebook - 
Animal Law Section of 
the State Bar of Michigan


