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Practical Aspects of Animal Law 
Conference Held in Lansing

Editor’s Note: This article is an expansion of an article originally written for the Legal News 
by Roberta Gubbins and expanded for this Newsletter by Bee Friedlander and Donald Garlit.  
Many thanks to the Legal News for their article and related publicity for the Section.  While 
this event happened many months ago, it is important to document our Section activities. All 
photographs in this article are courtesy of section member Margo Miller.

The Animal Law Section held a conference entitled “Practical Aspects of Animal Law 
– Your Law Practice and Animal Law as well as Animal Cruelty Prosecutions” on 

November 10, 2012 at the State Bar of Michigan Building.  Total attendance with attend-
ees and speakers was about 35 people and two dogs!  The humans talked and the animals 
brought smiles to faces of the attendees.  

Prosecuting Crimes Involving Animals by Raj Prasad
Section member Raj Prasad, Assistant Prosecutor from the Wayne County Prosecutor’s 

Office who, along with fellow prosecutor and section member Amy Slameka, founded the 
Animal Protection Unit in 2008 to combat the underground criminal community that 
breeds, trains, houses and sells fighting animals.  He spoke on prosecuting crimes involv-
ing animals. 

“There are three types of animal cases,” said Prasad, “animals who are neglected, those 
who suffer intentional cruelty, and animal fighting.” The statutes involved are MCL 750.50, 
defining animal neglect and cruelty and MCL 750.49 that addresses animal fighting. 

To have a successful animal protection program, he said, “a two pronged approach 
is necessary. The first prong is finding a humane society that investigates and has been 
involved with a training program so they are able to recognize problems.”

The second prong is to find a prosecutor in your county “willing to take the cases to trial 
and judges who care about animals. It helps,” he said, “if another charge,” such as a drug 
charge or a domestic violence charge can be combined with the animal cruelty charge.

Raj also spoke about the recent ballot initiative in North Dakota which would have 
created felony classification for certain crimes involving animals.  The initiative had 
been defeated by a margin of about 2-1 just days before the conference.  [Interestingly, a 
law was passed in April 2013 and signed by the governor that makes certain types of mali-
cious acts of cruelty to animals a felony offense. Although less encompassing than the ballot 
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Editor’s Note

Welcome to the first issue of the Newsletter for 2013.  
We have one main article in this issue which is about our Section’s Ani-

mal Law Conference held in November 2012 which includes some nice pictures.  
We also have several shorter articles on Section activities.  There is brief coverage 
of this year’s Wanda Nash Award Ceremony as well as a summary history of the 
award.  More coverage of the ceremony will be provided in the next issue of the 
Newsletter.  Other articles are included on the section council nominations for the 
upcoming year, Treasurer’s reports for 2011-2012 (Final) and 2012-2013 through 
June, the Section’s Annual Report as submitted to the State Bar of Michigan which 
is a good recounting of our activities, and recent news of animals and the law. 

We continue to print the issue in all color including photographs and graphics.  
This greatly increases the visual appeal of the Newsletter.

I realize that some of these articles are not really “news” as such since they 
recount events of months ago.  However, I do believe that it is important for the 
activities of the Animal Law Section to be documented.

My plan is to publish the next issue of the Newsletter soon perhaps as early as 
October.

As always, please remember that this is your newsletter, too.  Helpful articles 
are always needed.  In fact, if I can get one good main article for each issue, I can 
do the rest.  Please consider writing an article that will be of interest to your fellow 
Section members.

Donald Garlit, Newsletter Editor
donaldgarlit@yahoo.com 

initiative, North Dakota be-
came to 49th state to have some 
sort of felony classification for 
cruelty to animals.  Only South 
Dakota remains without such a 
law now.]

Giving Animals a Voice: 
Cases and Issues in 
Animal Law by Richard 
Angelo

“About 50% of my practice 
is animal related,” said section 
member Richard Angelo (Law 
Offices of Richard C. Angelo, Jr.) taking up the topic of ‘Giving Animals a Voice.’  
“There are so many areas of the law that go into the practice such as contracts, 
torts, and estate planning.  A lot of my cases are defending on charges of owning a 
dangerous dog.”  [Section members may remember the story of Richard’s rescue of Cola 
the dog which appeared in the Spring 2009 issue of the Section Newsletter.]



Speakers (L-R) Renee Edmondson, State Rep. Harvey Santana, 
Jezabelle, and Dr. Joyce Heideman, DVM

Receive Speaker Certificates

Speaker Judge David Jordon
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Continued on next page 

He told the story of Riley and Shelby, pit bulls that were 
loose on their property when a bike rider came through on a 
bike path. They approached the rider, but did not knock him 
off his bike or touch him in any way. The biker complained, 
a hearing was held, the owners appeared and the judge or-
dered the dogs destroyed. 

Angelo filed an appeal, saving the dogs’ lives. After almost 
16 hours of testimony by expert dog trainers who had evalu-
ated the pair, they were not labeled dangerous. However, 
they were not allowed to return home and still remain at the 
local shelter. 

“That case bothered me,” he said, “We were going to lose 
because of the owner who let the dogs run.” 

Richard spoke about several other cases including a 
dangerous dog matter in Montcalm County, damages for 
death of an animal in Detroit, and a dangerous dog matter in 
Monroe County.  

Although the cases can be difficult, he urged the lawyers 
in the group to get involved.  “It is rewarding work. The 
feeling when the matter is closed favorably resolved can’t be 
described,” Angelo said. 

Proposed Animal Abuse Registry by State 
Representative Harvey Santana and Renee 
Edmondson of Cooley Law School, Grand 
Rapids

Michigan State Representative Harvey Santana spoke 
about a proposed animal abuse registry which he introduced 
in the 2011-2012 session of the legislature.  The proposed 
law would require an adult convicted of animal abuse to 
register and have information including name, photographs, 
and address placed into a data base.  The annual fee would 
be $50 and paid by the registrant.  All rescues and animal 
shelters would have access to the registry and be required not 
to adopt, sell, or release an animal to a person on the list.  

The registry could be used as an information resource by law 
enforcement officials.

Rep. Santana discussed his thinking about the reasons 
for the registry.  First, it would provide a state wide data base 
which could be helpful to police and animal control person-
nel.  Second, he noted that many notorious serial killers 
such as Jeffrey Dahmer and Ted Bundy began their road to 
murder as animal abusers.  Third, he mentioned that his dog, 
Bailey, is an important part of his family.  He said that he 
sometimes thinks that if his family had not adopted Bailey, 
then Bailey could have ended up in the wrong hands.  He 
wants to prevent that from happening to family pets.

Renee Edmondson joined Rep. Santana in the presenta-
tion. She interned at Rep. Santana’s office and did much 
research and study related to the animal abuse registry. [She 
was at Cooley Law School in Grand Rapids at the time and has 
now graduated.]

Dr. Joyce Heideman and Jezabelle (formerly Chloe) who 
is an eight pound Italian Greyhound joined the presentation 
to provide a visual impact statement regarding animal abuse.  
Jezabelle is the only survivor of the recent case of a Michi-
gan State University medical student who killed at least 11 
Italian Greyhounds.  She was found locked in a closet with 
severe injuries and weighing less than 3 pounds.  Dr. Heide-
man treated her and later adopted her.  The dogs had been 
purchased by the student over a period of months.  There is 
a touching video of Jezabelle at http://statenews.com/index.
php/article/2012/07/the_dog_who_lived.

[Rep. Santana’s bill (HR 5403) did not reach the House floor 
for a vote in the last session.  He was re-elected in November and 
reintroduced the bill.]

The Human Animal Bond by Judge David Jordon, 
Penni Elsesser, and Roscoe the Therapy Dog

The Hon. David Jordon has 
been with the 54-B District 
Court in East Lansing since 
1990.  He has presided over the 
Matt Brundage Ingham County 
Veterans Treatment Court since 
March 2010.  Judge Jordon 
noted that more issues involv-
ing veterans have come to a 
head recently, due, he thinks, 
to two factors. First, Vietnam 
Vets are reaching retirement.  

They were able to throw themselves into work, but now that 
they have time on their hands and the trauma of the war-
time experience may come to the fore. Second, more women 
veterans mean different types of issues faced. 



Speakers Penni Elsesser and Roscoe 
the Therapy Dog with Their Speaker 

Certificates.  Note Roscoe’s Speaker Badge 
from the State Bar of Michigan

Speaker Roscoe the Therapy Dog Shakes Hands 
after His Presentation with the Section Chair
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Practical Aspects . . . continued from page 3

Penni Elsesser 
and Roscoe the 
therapy dog assist 
Judge Jordon 
at the Veterans 
Court.  She let 
Roscoe (a large 
Rottweiler) off 
harness and he 
walked among the 
attendees.  He’s 
been a therapy 
dog for  years, 
certified through 
Therapy Dog 
International.  He 
started visiting 
nursing homes, 
then was in a 
program at Barnes 
& Noble where 
kids would read 
to him; then the 
Behavioral Health 
Center of Sparrow 

Hospital.  At Sparrow, Penni told of a woman who petted 
him and said “He’s soft.”  Her son who was there, said this 
was the first she had spoken since her husband died weeks 
before. 

She was working at a veterinarian’s office when she an-
swered the phone.  It was a call from Judge Jordon’s Proba-
tion Officer, looking for a therapy dog for the courtroom.  
Penni and Roscoe joined the team.  Penni says he relaxes 
people who are especially nervous before their case is called. 
There’s been little problem with people afraid of dogs; she 
monitors Roscoe closely and pulls him away if she senses 
someone is uncomfortable.

Judge Jordon has had Roscoe as a therapy dog in his court 
for 1 1/2 years.  He says that veterans with disorders become 
isolated and turn away from anything that gives them pleasure.   
Roscoe instinctively finds those who are distressed.   For 
example, Roscoe noticed one veteran who initially was very 
withdrawn and put his head on his knee to comfort him. 

Judge Jordon confirmed there have been “no incidents” 
at the court.  He attributes it to Roscoe’s nature: “He’s just 
so calm.”  He noted that there is a mentor who accom-
panies each veteran.   Roscoe “humanizes, normalizes the 
court,” said the judge.  He’s particularly good for veterans 

experienc-
ing mental 
health prob-
lems.  Judge 
Jordon pet-
ted Roscoe, 
and noted 
that his cats 
may notice 
the scent 
when he gets 
home.

Judge 
Jordon also 
met Jezabelle 
who was at 
the confer-
ence with 
her new 
guardian 
as already 
noted above. The 8 lb. Italian greyhound was the only dog 
found alive when police investigated a then-MSU medical 
student who was charged with torturing and killing many 
dogs.  He has since plead guilty and been sentenced.   Judge 
Jordon had the case in its early stages and looked intently at 
Jezabelle, saying the case had been “very tough” for him. 

Litigating Animal Law Disputes by Julie 
Fershtman of Foster Swift Collins & Smith PC 

 Julie Fershtman (who was president of the State Bar 
2011-2012), has been a long-time member of the Animal 
Law Section, and has served as its commissioner liaison for 
many years.  She was introduced by Richard Angelo, and 
she said “Richard is my hero.”  She wrote about Richard’s 
assistance of Cola the dog on her blog (http://www.sbm-
pres2012.com/2011.11.01_arch.html, in a November 
9, 2011 entry, “State Bar Animal Law Section - Can You 
Perform Another Death Row Rescue?”).

Julie’s practice is primarily equine law.  She has been a 
tireless supporter of the Section over the years.

She began with the practical considerations.  “The reality 
of the animal related law practice is that damages are, under 
the prevailing Michigan law, not significant,” she noted. 
“For example, your client’s house pet might have been the 
victim of veterinary malpractice, but even if the animal died, 
Michigan law would limit recovery to the animal’s fair mar-



Speaker and Section Council Secretary Richard Angelo presents 
Speaker Certificate to Julie Fershtman
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ket value.”  Current Michigan law doesn’t permit recovery of 
emotional distress-type damages over the injury or loss of a 
pet. Fershtman advised that lawyers put on their “counselor 
hat to manage client expectations.” 

Julie’s presentation on Litigating Animal Law Disputes 
focused on several main areas as outlined below:

1. Practical considerations (which hopefully involves get-
ting a fee)

a. Getting clients: Despite economics (see below), there 
are possible arrangements including statutory at-
torney fee recovery and defendants who are insured.  
Possible flat fee, but beware;  Julie limits this ar-
rangement to drafting agreements.  Blended hourly 
and contingency (subject to ethics requirements).  
Put on your “counselor” hat to manage client expec-
tations.

b. Economics 

i. These are emotionally charged cases: people 
“need your help and need it now”

ii.  Reality is that costs of services often more than 
the amount at stake

iii.  Koester v. VCA Animal Hosp, 624 N.W.2d 209 
(Mich. App., 2000); lv. app. den. 631 N.W. 2d 
339 (Mich. 2001) (litigated for plaintiff dog 
owner by ALS Section member and attendee at 
conference, Barbara Goldman) held that emo-
tional distress damages for the injury or death of 
pet aren’t recoverable 

2. Handling an animal law case (It’s “an absolute blast” to 
take an animal law case to trial). Remember that animal 
law is not established, so:

a. Be very professional (judges, opposing attorneys may 
trivialize the case)

b. You are an ambassador for animal law attorneys and 
for the Section

c. Make sure you fully explain all facts (example: an 
equine case, make sure the jury understands the 
complexities of adjusting a saddle, which most peo-
ple don’t understand)

d. Importance of experts to make-or-break the case: 
Your own experts must be vetted, but scrutinize the 
other side’s. Example of opposing expert in an Il-
linois case (who advertises nationally as such) and 
who wasn’t allowed to testify after voire dire due to 
her lack of expertise on the specific issue involved in 
the case

e. Develop a network of attorneys, both in Michigan 
and out of state, and share information (Julie shared 
information about the expert in the Illinois case with 
a colleague in New York who was facing the same 
expert)

3. Marketing

a. The internet is your friend, have a web presence with 
the goal of appearing in Google searches

b. Consider a blog to educate public as well as at-
tract clients

c. Buy domain names (eg, Julie owns  www.equinelaw.
net)

d. Register.com offers free 1 page website with purchase 
of domain name

e. Speaking engagements

f. Attendance at various animal expo’s

g. Bar Association colleagues (but be prepared to ex-
plain “animal law”)

Conclusion
The attendees found the conference helpful and valuable.  

It was an excellent opportunity to get together with section 
members and others. Thanks to Mary Chartier for organzing 
the conference. The State Bar of Michigan provided an excel-
lent venue for the meeting.  The SBM staff even provided 
Roscoe the dog with a SBM name tag!  Many thanks are due 
to the speakers as well as the SBM staff who made the confer-
ence successful. 
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Editor’s Note: The Section submits an Annual Report each year to the State Bar of Michigan. It provides a detailed ac-
count of Section activities and covers the period June 1, 2012 to May 31, 2013. It is also available at the SBM website.

2012-2013 Animal Law Section Annual Report

Bar Year: 2012-2013

Section Name: Animal Law Section

Mission Statement: The Animal Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan provides education, information and analysis about 
issues of concern through meetings, seminars, the Section’s area of the State Bar of Michigan website, public service programs, and 
publication of a newsletter. Membership in the Section is open to all members of the State Bar of Michigan. Statements made on behalf 
of the Section do not necessarily reflect the views of the State Bar of Michigan.

Officers and Council Members:
Officer Name Address Telephone Email
Chair Donald Garlit 49651 Shenandoah Circle

Canton, MI 48187
(734) 451-9950 donaldgarlit@yahoo.com

Chair-Elect Mary Ann Kozlowski 176 E. Hickory Grove Rd. 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

(248) 647-9779 makozlow@aol.com

Secretary Richard Angelo, Jr. 9459 Lapeer Rd., Suite 101
Davison, MI  48423

(248) 202-3152 rangelo@angelolawpllc.com

Treasurer Brandon Scott 3490 Belle Chase Way, Suite 50
Lansing, MI  48911

(248) 952-8033 brandon.m.scott@gmail.com

Member Term
Thomas Boven Ending 2013
Sara Chisnell-Voigt Ending 2013
Amy Slameka Ending 2013
Jeffrey Cruz Ending 2014
Laurie Hrydziuszko Ending 2014
Sharon Noll Smith Ending 2014
Jennifer Pierce Ending 2014
Beatrice Friedlander Ending 2015
Margo Miller Ending 2015
Alice Anna Phillips Ending 2015
Anna Scott Ex Officio as Immediate Past Chair
Renee Edmondson Law Student, Cooley Law School, Grand Rapids (Non-voting member)
Christy Lawrence Law Student, Cooley Law School, Lansing (Non-voting member)
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Continued on next page 

Council Meeting Schedule:
Meeting Type Date Location
Teleconference August 10, 2012
In Person Annual Meeting with Teleconference Technology September 21, 2012 SBM Annual Meeting, Grand Rapids
Teleconference March 18, 2013
In Person meeting with Teleconference Technology May 4, 2013 Canton

Next In Person meeting July 2013
Annual Meeting September 2013 SBM Annual Meeting, Lansing

General Budget Information: The Section’s financial status is healthy and strong. The Council receives periodic updates and 
is aware of the expenditures. As of April 30, 2013 (the most recent report available), the section fund balance was $16, 340.63.

Events and/or Seminars:
Event or Seminar Title Date Location
11th Annual Conference November 10, 2012 State Bar of Michigan Building, Lansing

Legislative Issues: The Animal Law Section took a formal position on six pieces of legislation during the 2012-2013 session.
•	 HB4300—The Michigan Penal Code, Nonhuman Primates as Pets
•	 HB4534—An Act to Regulate Pet Shops, Animal Control Shelters, and Animal Protection Shelters
•	 HB4535—Animal Abuse Offenders Registry
•	 HB4552—Natural Resources & Environmental Protection Act, Designating Species as Game
•	 SB0048—Large Carnivore Act
•	 SB0288—Natural Resources & Environmental Protection Act, Designate Species as Game
We also supported the Keep Michigan Wolves Protected Petition Drive as noted on the Public Policy portion of the Section’s pages of the 
State Bar of Michigan website.

Public policy reports have been submitted to the State Bar and are available on the Section’s pages. Note that positions for HB 4300, HB 
4534, and HB 4535 were taken on June 3, 2013 – technically outside of the period of this report which ended on May 31, 2013.

Recommendations for Next Council:
• Complete Animal Law theme issue for SBM Monthly Journal by working with SBM Publications Committee. Issue is scheduled for 

December 2013.
• Seek collaboration with other sections on legislation, programs, conferences, etc.
• Solicit ideas from Section members for Section activities
• Involve more Section members in activities

• Recognize the contribution the Section can make in terms of legal analysis; continue and expand Legislative Committee, 
including additional work with legislators in drafting bills, testifying at committee meetings and involvement with other interested 
parties in the process

• Encourage the further development of the Prosecutor and Litigation Committees
• Continue Legislative Aides Luncheon
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• Identify potential recipients and continue Brandi, Sadie, and Wanda Nash awards
• Hold conference in 2014 (after hiatus in 2013) – this is an important way for Section members and others to meet

Other Information:
• Published 1 newsletter (Summer 2012) which is available at the Animal Law Section area of the SBM website
• Attended House/Senate Committee hearings and submitted letters of support
• Assisted various Michigan residents with legal issues involving animals, via our Animal Legal Lifeline at 866-211-6257
• Legislative Committee held teleconferences and meetings to understand and support legislative actions as appropriate, and 
       make recommendations to the Council  

Annual Report . . . continued from page 7

Who was Wanda Nash?
Wanda Nash was the founder of the Animal Law Section 

of the State Bar of Michigan.  The Section began in 1995 and 
we believe that it is the first state-wide animal law section in 
the United States.

Wanda was a tireless advocate for animals and a vision-
ary.  She actually went to the law school in the 1980’s (while 
in her 40’s) with the stated intent of learning the law to help 
animals.  She was well ahead of her time in that approach.  
Among her many activities, she eventually published three 
books on animal law.  These books are the Michigan Animal 
Law Handbook, Animal Rescue Sourcebook, and the Field 
Guide to Animal Care and Control.

Sadly Wanda passed away in 2008.  A tribute to her was 
published in the Summer 2008 issue of the Animal Law 
Section Newsletter which can be accessed at the State Bar of 
Michigan website.

What is the Wanda Nash Award?
The Wanda Nash Award of the Animal Law Section of 

the State Bar of Michigan was established in 2006 as a special 
tribute to Wanda.  The award recognizes a law student from 
a Michigan law school who is dedicated to animal law and 
outstanding involvement in animal issues.  Wanda with 
her family was present for the first award in 2007.  Wanda 
believed that the next generation of attorneys with an interest 
in animal welfare and rights needed to be developed.

Who has Earned the Award?
1. 2007: Elizabeth Livorine of Wayne State University 

Law School was the first recipient of the award.  She 
founded the Student Animal Legal Defense Fund 
(SALDF) at Wayne State and worked personally for 
the protection of animals and their rights in a variety 
of venues.  She was recommended by Professor Noah 
Hall who noted her commitment to animals.

2. 2008: Annise McGuire of the University of Michigan 
Law School was the second recipient of the award.  
She was nominated by Professor Joseph Vining who 
noted her outstanding classroom work and engage-
ment in animal law.  She worked as part of a legal 
team after Hurricane Katrina on a suit against city 
officials to prevent and redress the needless killing of 
companion animals.

3. 2009: Jane Li of the Michigan State University Col-
lege of Law was the third recipient of the award.  She 
was nominated by Professor David Favre.  She was 
editor-in-chief of the Journal of Animal Law and 
organized a conference on issues regarding the com-
mercial raising of animals.

4. 2013: Renee Edmondson is the fourth recipient of 
the award.  She is the co-founder of the Animal Law 
Society at the Thomas Cooley Law School in Grand 
Rapids.  She drafted and worked to get two bills 
introduced in the legislature to establish an animal 
abuse registry.  She was nominated by Adjunct Pro-
fessor Ginny Mikita.  

History of the Wanda Nash Award
by Donald Garlit 
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The SBM Animal Law Section presented its Wanda 
A. Nash Award to Renee Edmondson for her 

commitment to helping animals. Edmondson played a 
significant role in creating animal protection bills with 
the Michigan legislature. One bill would require indi-
viduals convicted of animal abuse to register with their 
local governments; another would establish procedures 
and minimum requirements for animal adoptions.

The Wanda A. Nash Award, named for the Animal 
Law Section’s first chairperson, was created to honor a 
Michigan law student for contributions to animal law. 
Edmondson graduated from Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School in May.  

Reprinted with permission from the July 2013 issue of 
the Michigan Bar Journal.

From left to right: Cooley Law School adjunct professor Ginny Mikita 
(who nominated Edmondson for the award); Renee Edmondson; 
Donald Garlit, SBM Animal Law Section chair; and Nelson Miller, 

Cooley Law School associate dean.

SBM Animal Law Section Honors Recent 
Graduate for Animal Advocacy

Ottawa, Canada owner of 24+ pound cat faces 
neglect charges

An Ottawa woman faces neglect charges after it is alleged 
she let her cat fill out to more than 24 pounds (11 kilograms) 
and left the feline in such poor shape he had to be put down.  
Napoleon who was 12 years old was no longer able to stand 
and clean himself.  She was due in court in late June al-
though there is very little information about the results of the 
hearing at this point.

Source is CTV News at: http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/
ottawa-owner-of-11-kilogram-cat-faces-neglect-charges-
1.1309384#ixzz2blULsddY

Texas Supreme Court says bereaved dog owners 
can’t sue for emotional damages

Texas does allow owners to collect damages for wrongfully 
killed pets that have economic value, such as a prize-winning 
show dog or a stunt canine.  Jeremy and Kathryn Medlen 
said equally irreplaceable was their family dog, Avery.  Avery 
wound up at an animal shelter after running away from 
home, and was mistakenly euthanized.

Nevertheless, the Texas Supreme Court ruled against the 
plaintiffs in a 25-page opinion.

Source is Yahoo! News at: http://news.yahoo.com/texas-
court-says-bereaved-dog-owners-cant-sue-170330358.html

Note: The New Jersey Supreme Court ruled in a similar 
manner in a case where the plaintiff’s dog had been killed by 
a neighbor’s dog last year and reported in the Newsletter in 
the Summer 2012 issue.  Both cases have similarities to the 
ruling in the Michigan case of Koester v. VCA Animal Hosp., 
624 N.W.2d 209 (Mich. App., 2000); lv. app. den. 631 
N.W. 2d 339 (Mich. 2001).

Adam Karp Has Animal Law Website
Adam Karp in Washington State who spoke at a Sec-

tion conference several years ago has a very detailed website 
which discusses some of the important animal law issues and 
cases that he has handled.  The website includes discussions 
of awards for emotional damages following the death of a 
companion animal.

Website is: http://www.animal-lawyer.com/

Recent News of Animals and the Law

Continued on next page 
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Recent News
continued from page 9

State Bar of New Mexico 
Publishes Special Bar 
Journal Insert on Animal 
Law

The State Bar of New Mexico 
published a special 12 page 
issue on Animal Law last year.  
The issue has articles of interest 
including one on homeowners 
insurance and dogs.

Web address is: http://www.
nmbar.org/Attorneys/lawpubs/
NMLawyer/NMLAnimalLaw.pdf

Obie, 77 Pound 
Dachshund, Stays with 
Vet Tech for Rehabilitation 
in Court Ruling 

A judge in Portland, Ore., 
has ruled against a dog rescue 
organization’s bid last year to 
take custody of a grossly over-
weight dachshund known as 
Obie, who once tipped the scales 
at 77 pounds, at least double his 
ideal weight.

Source is the ABA Jour-
nal: http://www.abajournal.
com/news/article/judge_says_
obese_dachshund_obie_77_
pounds_stays_with_vet_
tech/?utm_source=maestro&utm_
medium=email&utm_
campaign=weekly_email

Obie appears to be well on 
the way to recovery now and has 
his own website at: http://obie-
dog.com/

He is down to just less than 
30 pounds as of the end of June 
2013. 

The Nominating Committee recommends to the Section the following 
nominees for the Section Council.  

Chair:     Jennifer Pierce 

Chair-Elect:    Laurie Hrydziuszko 

Secretary:    Mary Ann Kozlowski

Treasurer:    Anna Scott

Immediate Past Chair: Donald Garlit

Term Expiring 2016:   Thomas Boven: Tom is a prior Council Chair and 
present Council member whose first term expires this 
year.  He is with Scholten Fant in Grand Haven.

Sara Rose Chisnell-Voigt: Sara is a present Council 
member whose first term ends this year.  She is Legal 
Counsel at the United Kennal Club Inc. in Portage.

Kieran Marion: Kieran is a prior Council Chair and 
rejoins the Council this year after returning to Michigan 
recently.  He is with the Michigan Credit Unit League 
& Affiliates in Lansing.

Richard Angelo (now Secretary) runs his own practice 
in Grand Blanc

Term Expiring in 2014: Brandon Scott (now Treasurer) will replace Laurie 
Hrydziuszko (to be Chair Elect).  He is with Legal 
Services of South Central Michigan in Lansing.

 Per the Animal Law Section Bylaws, other nominations may be made from the 
floor.

The Nominating Committee on behalf on the Section Council wishes to thank 
Amy Slameka who is term-limited this year.  We also thank Mary Chartier who 
resigned earlier this year due to other schedule demands.  Thanks to Renee 
Edmondson who recently graduated from Thomas Cooley Law School in Grand 
Rapids for serving as a student member of the Council for several years.

Submitted by the Nominating Committee, 

Donald R. Garlit
August 2013
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This is a summary of the Animal Law Section’s financial 
status as of September 30, 2012 completing 12 months of 
the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year (FY).  The purpose of this sum-
mary is to assure the members that the Animal Law Section 
is operating and maintaining a sound financial status, and 
that your Section dues are being spent responsibly and for 
appropriate purposes.

Section membership for the year was about 185 includ-
ing attorneys, affiliate members, and law students, a number 
representing about a 5% increase over last year’s membership.

 Expenses for the year included $3,013 for three issues of 
the Newsletter, $500 for the listserv (used by all members as 
well as for communications from the Animal Legal Lifeline), 
$316 for award plaques for the conference in the prior FY 

(late expense report submission), $260 for telephone confer-
ence calls for meetings of the Section Council and Legislative 
Committee, $150 for room rental for the Annual Meeting 
at the SBM Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids, and $23 for 
miscellaneous postage expenses. 

Dues for the year totaled $4,485 and expenses totaled 
$4,262.  Our year end fund balance was $12,654; an increase 
of $223 from the prior year’s ending balance of $12,431.  

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Garlit, Acting Treasurer
August 2013

Treasurer’s Report – 2011-2012 FY 
(12 Months Ending September 30, 2012)

This is a summary of the Animal Law Section’s financial 
status as of June 30, 2013 (9 months of the 2012-2013 Fiscal 
Year).  The purpose of this summary is to assure the members 
that the Animal Law Section is operating and maintaining a 
sound financial status, and that your Section dues are being 
spent responsibly and for appropriate purposes.

Section membership for the year is about 185 including 
attorneys, affiliate members, and law students, a number 
basically unchanged from last year’s membership.

 Expenses for the year have included $320 for the listserv 
(used by all members as well as for communications from 
the Animal Legal Lifeline) which is a monthly decline of 
about 10% from the beginning of last year, a net expense of 
$385 for the November 2012 conference, $417 for food and 
refreshments for the Wanda Nash award ceremony in May, 
$250 honorarium to Renee Edmondson (recipient of the 
Wanda Nash Award), $77 for telephone conference calls for 
meetings of the Section Council and Legislative Commit-
tee, and $34 for miscellaneous expenses primarily a framed 
recognition certificate and postage.

Note that these total expenses do not include the cost of 
this Newsletter, the Annual Meeting room rental, and (hope-
fully) another Newsletter in September.  The Section Council 
decided to provide an honorarium rather than a plaque this 

year to the Wanda Nash Award recipient, something that will 
be much appreciated by graduating law students. 

Dues for the year have totaled $4,385 and expenses have 
totaled $1,483.  Our month end fund balance was $15,556; 
an increase of $2,902 from the prior year’s ending balance of 
$12,654.  

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Garlit, Acting Treasurer
August 2013

Treasurer’s Report – 2012-2013 FY
(9 Months Ending June 30, 2013)





Upcoming Events

September 18-20, 2013
State Bar of Michigan Annual Meeting in Lansing

Friday, September 20, 2013
1:30 – 3:30 PM
Annual Animal Law Section Meeting in Lansing 
during SBM Annual Meeting

October 25-27, 2013
The Animal Law Conference sponsored by the 
Animal Legal Defense Fund and others at the 
Stanford Law School.  
See: http://aldf.org/animal-law-conference/

December 2013
Animal Law Theme Issue for monthly Michigan 
Bar Journal of the State Bar of Michigan

Visit our Website: http://connect.michbar.org/animallaw/home

Animal Legal Lifeline 
Toll-free Number for Referrals:

(866) 211-6257


