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Editor’s Note: Th is article by section council member Jennifer Pierce is a valu-
able summary of pet trusts and their use in estate planning. Estate practitioners 
are now starting to understand these trusts to help clients and provide additional 
income in the estate planning process.

Many practitioners interested in the realm of animal law are fi nding that it is not 
easy to a make a living at it. With the law regarding damages for the loss of a pet be-
ing undefi ned in the state of Michigan, litigation can potentially cost more than the 
client could ever recover. 

Estate planning is a service that most clients need. However, those clients often 
overlook their pets. Since animals are still considered the personal property of the 
owner, owners need to seriously consider what will happen to their animals upon 
their death. 

A recent study conducted by Pet Products Manufacturers Association, Inc., 
revealed that in 2006 Americans spent $38.5 billion on companion animals. 
Given this statistic, clients should certainly be willing to take the steps necessary 
to insure their pets are cared for upon their death. According to 2nd Chance 4 
Pets, more than 500,000 companion animals are relinquished to United States 
shelters and euthanized each year as a result of the death or disability of their 
owners. Th is number could be signifi cantly reduced if clients are adequately 
counseled on the existence of pet trusts and the growing number of other re-
sources available to them. 

While in law school, I was assigned a project for Wills and Estates class to prepare 
a will and include a provision for a pet. Th e assignment was not easy. At that time, 
the Revised Probate Code was still in eff ect, and it did not provide for pet trusts. 
Providing for your pet in your will or trust was neither authorized nor enforceable 
by statute. Upon death, you could leave a gift of $1,000.00 to cousin Betty, provided 
that she cares for your beloved dog Buff y. However, there was no way to enforce this 
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Refl ecting on what is now almost a year since the 
2006 Annual Meeting of the Section, I feel we have laid 
some very good groundwork for the years to come – in 
many ways it has been a productive year, and we look 
forward to exciting events to come!

First, the section Council welcomes several new 
members to its ranks. Anna Scott, a recent graduate 
of the MSU College of Law, has joined and serves in 
a leadership role as Secretary. Her husband, Brandon 
Scott, has also joined; both Anna and Brandon are in 
private practice with Graham & Scott, PLLC in Ea-
ton Rapids. Th e Council also welcomes Amy Slameka, 
an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Wayne County; 
we are excited and hopeful that Amy will have a great 
impact working with the section’s Prosecutors Commit-
tee. Jennifer Pierce, of Vitale Crosby & Associates PC in 
Mount Clemens, joined the Council in January and has 
agreed to serve on the Legislative Committee.

Although we are truly excited to add new and 
dynamic talent to the Council, it comes at a sig-
nifi cant loss – several very dedicated members have 
stepped down after many years of committed service. 
We gratefully recognize the service of Deborah Ness, 
Carly Van Th omme, and the Honorable Kaye Tertzag 
(the fi rst Brandi Award recipient). Th eir contribu-
tions will be missed, and we wish them well in their 
future endeavors.

Legislatively, the section has had an active year. We 
were pleased to see the reintroduction of legislation 
to allow alternative educational options for students 
with moral objections to dissection. Section representa-
tives also worked on and testifi ed in support of bills to 
strengthen misdemeanor and felony cruelty laws and to 
provide for consecutive sentencing of off enders. More 
and more lawmakers during the 2007-2008 Session 
have begun to recognize and fi ght for animal-related 
issues, and we anticipate a very successful year working 
with our elected offi  cials to promote pro-animal legisla-
tion in accordance with the section’s mission.

Also within the legislative realm, State Representa-
tive Rick Jones (R-Grand Ledge) was co-recipient of 
the Brandi Award for his re-introduction of House Bill 
4139, which would mandate those convicted of animal 
sodomy to register on the state’s sex off ender registry. 
Th e bill currently awaits a hearing in the House Fam-

Chair’s Corner

I hope that you will fi nd this edition of the 
newsletter informative and helpful. I believe that 
Jennifer Pierce’s article on “Pet Trusts” highlights a 
trend that will become more widespread in years to 
come. Th ere are a variety of other articles including 
the “Chair’s Corner” reporting on events this year, 
fi nancial reports, and information from students at 
two of the state’s law schools.

Please note that the newsletter includes informa-
tion about section council candidates to be voted 
on at the annual meeting—now a little over one 
month away. Th e notifi cation is required by the 
bylaws and saves the expense of a separate mailing. 

Th is is the fi rst newsletter of 2007 (although the 
second of the 2007 fi scal year, as one was published 
late in 2006). My goal has always been to publish 
three newsletters a year. My goal and reality have 
diff ered, as this is the third newsletter that we have 
published in about 18 months.

Th is is your newsletter, too. Helpful articles are 
always needed. In fact, if I can get one good lead 
article for each issue, the rest is fairly easy. Please 
consider writing an article that will be of interest to 
your fellow section members. 

Donald Garlit
Newsletter Editor
donaldgarlit@yahoo.com 

ily & Children Services Committee. Th e Honorable 
Conrad J. Sindt also co-received the award for actually 
sentencing a man convicted of such a horrid crime to 
jail time plus registry upon release.

Th e Sadie Award was presented to Judy Dynnik of 
Volunteers Against Pound Seizure, for her perseverance 

Editor’s Note

continued on page 11
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continued on next page

provision. Other than Betty’s moral obligation to follow 
your wishes, nothing prevented her from surrendering 
Buff y to the local humane society. Educating yourselves 
and your clients in this area of law can prevent any prob-
lems with the care of a pet during the period of disability 
or post death. 

Since enactment of the Estates and Protected In-
dividuals Code (EPIC) in 2000, Michigan allows for 
the creation of pet trusts, MCLA 700.2272(2). At least 
16 other states have adopted some form of either the 
Uniform Probate Code or Uniform Trust Act, which 
allows for the creation of pet trusts. MCLA 700.2272 
provides for the creation of Honorary Trusts or pet 
trusts, and states:
(1) Subject to subsection (3), if a trust is for a specifi c 

lawful noncharitable purpose or for lawful nonchari-
table purposes to be selected by the trustee, and if 
there is no defi nite or defi nitely ascertainable benefi -
ciary designated, the trust may be performed by the 
trustee for 21 years, but no longer, whether or not 
the terms of the trust contemplate a longer duration.

(2) Subject to this subsection and subsection (3), a 
trust for the care of a designated domestic or pet 
animal is valid. Th e trust terminates when no 
living animal is covered by the trust. A governing 
instrument shall be liberally construed to bring the 
transfer within this subsection, to presume against 
the merely precatory or honorary nature of the 
disposition, and to carry out the general intent of 
the transferor. Extrinsic evidence is admissible in 
determining the transferor’s intent.

(3) In addition to the provisions of subsection (1) or 
(2), a trust covered by either of those subsections is 
subject to the following provisions:

a) Except as expressly provided otherwise in the 
trust instrument, no portion of the principal or 
income may be converted to the use of the trust-
ee or to a use other than for the trust’s purposes 
or for the benefi t of a covered animal.

b) Upon termination, the trustee shall transfer 
the unexpended trust property in the following 
order:

(i) As directed in the trust instrument.

(ii) If the trust was created in a nonresiduary 
clause in the transferor’s will or in a codicil 
to the transferor’s will, under the residuary 
clause in the transferor’s will.

(iii) If no taker is produced by the application 
of subparagraph (I) or (ii), to the transfer-
or’s heirs under section 2720.

c) For the purposes of sections 2714 to 2716, the 
residuary clause is treated as creating a future 
interest under the terms of a trust.

d) Th e intended use of the principal or income can 
be enforced by an individual designated for that 
purpose in the trust instrument or, if none, by 
an individual appointed by a court upon peti-
tion to it by an individual.

e) Except as ordered by the court or required by 
the trust instrument, no fi ling, report, registra-
tion, periodic accounting, separate maintenance 
of funds, appointment, or fee is required by 
reason of the existence of the fi duciary relation-
ship of the trustee.

f ) Th e court may reduce the amount of the 
property transferred if it determines that that 
amount substantially exceeds the amount 
required for the intended use. Th e amount of 
the reduction, if any, passes as unexpended trust 
property under subdivision (b).

g) If a trustee is not designated or no designated 
trustee is willing or able to serve, the court shall 
name a trustee. Th e court may order the transfer 
of the property to another trustee if the trans-
fer is necessary to ensure that the intended use 
is carried out, and if a successor trustee is not 
designated in the trust instrument or if no desig-

What Will Happen ...
Continued from page 1
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What Will Happen ...
Continued from page 3

nated successor trustee agrees to serve or is able 
to serve. Th e court may also make other orders 
and determinations as are advisable to carry out 
the intent of the transferor and the purpose of 
this section.

h) Th e trust is not subject to the uniform statutory 
rule against perpetuities, 1988 PA 418, MCL 
554.71 to 554.78.

Th e trust terminates when there is no living animal 
covered by the trust. Moreover, the trustee is prohib-
ited from using the funds in the trust other than for 
the reasons outlined in the trust and for the benefi t of 
the covered animal or animals, giving peace of mind 
to pet owners that the funds set aside for the pet trust 
will not be squandered. When the last animal covered 
by the trust is no longer living, any funds remaining in 
the trust must be transferred: (1) pursuant to the trust; 
(2) to the decedent’s will pursuant to residuary clause; 
or (3) to the decedent’s heirs as defi ned in MCLA 
700.2272. MCLA 700.2272(2) provides that a trust 
shall be liberally construed to bring the transfer within 
this subsection. Th ere is a presumption against the 
instrument being merely honorary and in favor of car-
rying out the intent of the transferor. Extrinsic evidence 
is admissible in determining the transferor’s intent. Th is 
could include evidence of how the owner took care of 
the pet and the standard of living the pet enjoyed dur-
ing the owner’s lifetime. Th e history of expenditures 
and even photographs and other evidence might be 
admissible to determine the intent of the transferor. Th e 
statute also authorizes the designation of an individual 
to enforce the pet trust. Unfortunately, since pets can’t 
talk, a designated individual is essential to ensure the 
intent of the pet’s owner is being carried out. 

Trusts range from those that are very simple to very 
detailed. Owners can choose from a variety of methods 
depending on their wishes and their economic ability to 
fund the trust. Owners can also create a power of attor-
ney to allow a named caretaker or “attorney-in-fact” to 
access funds to care for a pet during the owner’s disabil-
ity, hospitalization, or other unforeseen absence. 

Th e Institute of Continuing Legal Education has 
hosted several seminars that included a section on pet 
trusts. Sample pet trusts are also available to download 

at www.icle.org. The Humane Society of the United 
States offers a free kit entitled “Providing For Your 
Pet’s Future Without You” which is available at www.
hsus.org. The kit includes a wallet alert card with a 
list of emergency pet caregivers. Numerous other 
websites offer a wealth of information on planning 
and education. (See www.2ndchance4pets.com and 
www.estateplanningforpets.org).

To this extent, all attorneys interested in practicing 
Animal Law should either familiarize themselves with 
pet trusts so that they are able to educate and assist 
their clients eff ectively. Estate practitioners should also 
take special note of these pet trusts as a means to satisfy 
their clientele and their companion animals. To gener-
ate more interest, estate planning practitioners should 
include questions about pets on their client intake forms 
or estate planning questionnaires.

Educating clients on pet trusts promises to signifi -
cantly reduce the number of pets turned over to local 
shelters each year while also generating a steady source 
of work for the animal law practitioner.

Jennifer Pierce is a member of the Animal Law Section 
council and an attorney at Vitale Crosby & Associates in 
Mount Clemens. 

“Educating clients on pet trusts 
promises to signifi cantly reduce the 
number of pets turned over to local 
shelters each year while also gen-
erating a steady source of work for 
the animal law practitioner.”
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Treasurer’s Report for 2006 
Fiscal Year (FY) – Ended September 30, 2006

Th e purpose of this report is to assure the mem-
bers that the Animal Law Section is very viable with a 
healthy fi nancial status and your section dues are being 
spent responsibly. Th e following is a fair and accurate 
fi nancial picture of the Section.

I would like to provide you with a brief summary of 
the following:

• Section’s dues and expenses for the 2006 FY
• Section’s overall fi nancial condition at the end of 

2006 FY

Dues and expenses were as follows:
• Net income was $8,029 in two categories:

1. Income from dues was $4,200 for the fi scal 
year representing about 170 members and 
affi  liate members.

2. Seminar revenues totaled about $3,829. We 
had two seminars during the fi scal year and 
our section members paid a lower rate for 
the seminars. We were not trying to “make 
money” with the seminars as we consider 
them an essential section function related 
to education. Th e fi rst seminar was Disaster 
Planning for Animals held at the Th omas 
M. Cooley Law School in February 2006 
and the second was Beyond Animal Con-
trol held at the Radisson Hotel in Lansing 
in May 2006.

• Net expenses of $11,174 were in fi ve general 
categories:
1. Th e one issue of the newsletter published 

in 2006 cost $694 including printing and 
mailing. Th is was slightly higher than our 
normally forecast amount of about $500 
per issue.

2. Th e annual meeting expense was $436 for 
room expense charged by the Marriott, 
Ypsilanti and the need to have a mailing for 
our By-Law changes. Th e room charge was 
much more than past charges.

3. Th e legislative luncheon held in August 
cost $228 and enabled Section Council 

members to meet with legislative aides and 
staff  members to state legislators and com-
mittees. Th e purpose was to let the aides 
and staff  members know about the Animal 
Law Section and how its members can 
provide assistance to them in the legislative 
process. Th e meeting was held at the State 
Bar of Michigan offi  ces to eliminate the 
need for room expense. Th is was the third 
legislative luncheon.

4. Seminar expenses were $8,873 for the two 
seminars. Th e second seminar, Beyond Ani-
mal Control, had unusually high expenses 
due to it being held at a hotel and travel 
expenses for several out-of-state speakers. 
In the past, we have accepted a net expense 
(after revenue) of $1,000 to $1,500 per 
seminar as part of the Section’s educa-
tional function. Net expenses for these two 
seminars were $5,045 or about $2,500 per 
seminar. Future seminars will be carefully 
chosen to prevent these high costs. Re-
member, in the past, the MSU College of 
Law or Cooley Law School have provided a 
room and some support for the seminar. 

5. We had other expenses of $943, which were 
primarily related to the listserv charges from 
the State Bar of Michigan (SBM), Section 
Council meetings teleconference calls, and 
miscellaneous expenses such as postage. 
(Note that the teleconference calls were 
made with very favorable rates arranged by 
the SBM. Th e teleconference calls at such 
a low rate have made the council meetings 
very effi  cient and quicker by eliminating 
travel time.) I would urge you all to use the 
listserv as we are being charged a monthly 
fl at rate for the SBM for its availability. 
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Th e purpose of this summary is to assure the members 
that the Animal Law Section is very viable with a healthy 
fi nancial status and your section dues are being spent 
responsibly.

Th e following will provide some highlights of the 
fi nancial status of the section through July 31, 2007 (10 
months of the FY):
• Membership is down by about 10 percent this year 

to 153 members. Th is is very similar to other sec-
tions and probably refl ects the state of the Michigan 
economy.

• Expenses have been reasonable and have averaged 
less than $200 per month as we have only pub-
lished one newsletter through July and there was no 

Treasurer’s Summary for 2007 
Fiscal Year (FY) – July 31, 2007 CYTD

seminar this year. (Th e expenses of the newsletter 
that you are reading will be included in the August 
fi nancial information.) We continue to have the 
monthly listserv charge, so please use the listserv as a 
means of contacting other section members.

• Th e section fund balance was $11,228 at the end of 
July—an improvement of just over $2,000 from the 
beginning of the fi scal year on October 1, 2006. 

Respectfully submitted,

Donald Garlit
August, 2007 

Treasurer’s Report for 2006
Continued from page 5

Our overall fi nancial condition at the end of the 2006 FY was sound with a 
Section balance of $9,175 – however, a decline of $3,145 compared to the end of 
the 2005 FY.

I have reviewed all expenses and consider them to be reasonable and appropriate 
and have paid special attention to relating expenses to Section actions. Th e entire 
Council is very concerned that any costs incurred be reasonable and appropriate 
and will continue to act accordingly.

Th ere was no Annual Section Council Retreat held this year.
Let me summarize our fi nancial condition as follows:
• Th e fi nancial status of the section is sound.
• We understand our revenue and expenses.
• We have made every eff ort to identify the revenue and expenses by category 

so that the Section Council understands any fi nancial impact of its decisions. 

We are aided in accounting by the SBM Financial Group (as are all sections), which 
does an excellent job of providing timely and accurate fi nancial information to us.

If you have any questions, you can contact me at donaldgarlit@yahoo.com.

Respectfully submitted,
Donald Garlit
August, 2007 
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 Th e American Humane Association 
announced today that Allie Phillips of 
Alexandria, Va., has been appointed director 
of government aff airs in the organization’s 
Washington, D.C., offi  ce. Phillips joins 
American Humane after serving for more 
than three years as a senior attorney with the 
National District Attorneys Association in 
NDAA’s National Center for Prosecution 
of Child Abuse, in Alexandria, Va., and the 
National Child Protection Training Center, 
in Winona, Minn.

Phillips, author of numerous legal and 
scholarly articles, has traveled the country to train pros-
ecutors, law enforcement personnel, and child protection 
workers on how to investigate and prosecute child abuse 
cases. She also created a training program for NDAA that 
addresses Th e Link® — the connection between animal 
cruelty and violence against humans.

Prior to joining NDAA, Phillips was assistant pros-
ecuting attorney in Michigan for more than eight years. 
She primarily handled felony prosecutions, including 
overseeing the 1999 Michigan State University riot 
prosecutions, which earned her a meritorious service 
award. She graduated from Michigan State University 
and the University of Detroit School of Law and is 
licensed to practice law in Michigan and Maryland.

Phillips’ role as director of government aff airs will be 
to represent American Humane’s positions and concerns 

before national and international govern-
mental and non-governmental entities 
regarding the protection of children and 
animals.

About American Humane
Th e American Humane Association is the 

only national organization dedicated to pro-
tecting both children and animals. Founded 
in 1877, American Humane is celebrating its 
130th anniversary this year. Th rough a net-
work of child and animal protection agencies 
and individuals, American Humane develops 

policies, legislation, curricula, and training programs to 
protect children and animals from abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation. Th e nonprofi t membership organization, 
headquartered in Denver, raises awareness about Th e 
Link® between animal abuse and other forms of violence, 
as well as the benefi ts derived from the human-animal 
bond. American Humane’s regional offi  ce in Los Angeles 
is the authority behind the “No Animals Were Harmed”® 
End Credit Disclaimer on fi lm and TV productions, 
and American Humane’s offi  ce in Washington is an ad-
vocate for child and animal protection at the federal and 
state levels. American Humane meets the strong, com-
prehensive standards of the Better Business Bureau’s Wise 
Giving Alliance and has been awarded the Independent 
Charities of America “Best in America” Seal of Approval. 
Visit www.americanhumane.org to learn more. 

Allie Phillips

American Humane Association Appoints 
Director of Government Affairs

Section member Allie Phillips is also a section council member.

Animal Law Section Annual Meeting 
Thursday, September 27, 2007

10 a.m. - Noon
DeVos Place, Grand Rapids

See Page 9 for nominating committee report

Editor’s Note: Th is article is a News Release issued by the American Humane Association on February 14, 2007.
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Th e Nominating Committee recommends to the section the following nominees:
 Chair:   Kieran P. Marion 

 Chair-Elect:    Anna Rose Stern

 Secretary:    Anna Marie Scott

 Treasurer:    Beatrice M. Friedlander

 Term Expiring 2010:   Brandon Scott, Amy Slameka, Sharon Noll Smith, Suzanne     
Culliton Stephan

Term Expiring 2009: Donald R. Garlit

Per the Animal Law Section bylaws, other nominations may be made from the fl oor.

Submitted by the Nominating Committee 
Donald R. Garlit
Anna Marie Scott
Sharon Noll Smith

Nominating Committee Report

Student Animal Legal Defense Fund News
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
By Kate Brindle

Th e Th omas M. Cooley Law School chapter of the Student Animal Legal De-
fense Fund held its fi rst meeting on March 25, 2007, with eight members present. 
Th e following were elected to the executive board:

President – Kate Brindle
Vice President – Tammy McElyea
Secretary – Vanessa Licowski
Treasurer – Andrea Reside
Fund Raising Chair – John Brennock
Th e Chapter enjoyed an exciting summer semester, and began by hosting a discus-

sion with Rose Stern, Chair Elect of the Animal Law Section. Ms. Stern discussed 
ways we can use the law to advocate for animals both while we are in law school and 
once we graduate. We also hosted a fi lm screening and discussion of Th e Witness, and 
held a bake sale where we passed out animal and compassionate-living literature. 

We had the honor of being the 100th recognized SALDF chapter! Accordingly, we 
were featured in the Animal Legal Defense Fund’s newsletter. 

Continued on next page
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Fall plans include:
• Fundraiser at Kelly’s 
 Saturday, September 22, 2007
 9:00 pm – midnight
 203 South Washington Square, Lansing 
• Lunch with a Lawyer Discussion Series
 Tuesday, October 16, 2007
• Fast Food Nation Film Screening
 November 5, 2007
 

Kate Brindle is a 1L student at Th omas M. Cooley Law 
School.

Wayne State University Law School
Submitted by Liz Livorine

Wayne State University Law School Founds Student 
Animal Legal Defense Fund Chapter 

Group becomes the 102nd law school chapter working 
to promote fi eld of animal law under auspices of the non-
profi t Animal Legal Defense Fund 

 Wayne State University Law School has partnered 
with the Animal Legal Defense Fund to create a student 
chapter of the national non-profi t group, whose mission 
is to protect the lives and advance the interests of ani-
mals through the legal system. With the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund’s support, students at the school’s new 
chapter will join the ranks of hundreds of other student 
chapter members nationwide, taking on projects such 
as advocating for the addition of animal law courses 
to curriculums; hosting speakers, debates, panels, and 
conferences; writing law review articles for journals 
dedicated to animal law; tabling on campus to raise 
awareness about animal issues; and volunteering to do 
legal research and writing for local law fi rms. 

In 2000, only nine law schools off ered courses in 
animal law; today, the list has grown to 87. Th e fi rst 
Student Animal Legal Defense Fund (SALDF) chapter 
was established in 1992 at Lewis & Clark Law School; 
15 years later, there are more than 100 chapters at law 
schools throughout the U.S. and Canada, at top schools 
including Yale, Harvard, Stanford, NYU, and Northwest-

Cooley Law School
Continued from page 9

ern. Students interested in joining Wayne State’s SALDF 
chapter should contact chapter President Liz Livorine at 
wsulawSALDF@gmail.com or ealivorine@gmail.com. 

What is animal law?
More and more law students and attorneys are 

looking to use their degrees to protect and advance the 
interests of animals and to recognize that, despite ani-
mals’ legal categorization as “property,” there are special 
relationships between humans and animals that the law 
should take into account. 

Animal law is a combination of statutory and case 
law in which the nature—legal, social, or biological—of 
nonhuman animals is an important factor. Animal law 
encompasses companion animals, wildlife, animals used 
in entertainment, and animals raised for food and used 
in research. Animal law permeates and aff ects most 
traditional areas of the law—including tort, contract, 
criminal, and constitutional law.

“SALDF chapters are an instrumental part of a 
growing national movement towards recognizing the 
important body of law known as animal law,” explains 
Animal Legal Defense Fund Executive Director Ste-
phen Wells. “An SALDF chapter can be a powerful 
forum on campus for education and scholarship aimed 
at understanding this area of law and the impact it has 
on animals. Most importantly, SALDF chapters are in 
a unique position to powerfully advocate for changing 
laws to better protect animals.”

Th e Animal Legal Defense Fund was founded in 
1979 with the unique mission of protecting the lives 
and advancing the interests of animals through the legal 
system. For more information, please visit www.aldf.org.

Submitted by: Liz Livorine, who is a 3L student at 
Wayne State University Law School. Th e WSU SALDF 
founders are Liz Livorine, Adrienne Beller, Victoria 
Cotter, and Katherine Storch. Th ey can be contacted at 
wsulawSALDF@gmail.com.

Wayne State University Law School
Tentative List of Activities/Events for 2007-2008

• Awareness Week (preferably early in the fall semester)
  to let students/staff  know the group now exists
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Chairperson
Kieran Patrick Marion, Lansing  

Chairperson-Elect
Anna Rose Stern, Lansing

Secretary
Anna Marie Scott, East Lansing

Treasurer
Donald R. Garlit, Canton

  
Term Expires 2007

Brandon Scott, Eaton Rapids
Amy Slameka, Detroit

Sharon Noll Smith, Bloomfi eld Hills 
Suzanne Culliton Stephan, Ann Arbor

Term Expires 2008 
Barbara H. Goldman, Southfi eld
Jennifer Pierce, Mount Clemens

Term Expires 2009
Pamela Amato, Okemos

Beatrice M. Friedlander, Canton
Alice Anna Phillips, Alexandria, VA

David J. Wallace, Lansing

Ex-Offi cio
M. Jean Ligon, Brighton

Commissioner Liaison
Julie I. Fershtman, Farmington Hills 

Animal Law Section Council
2006-2007

Newsletter Editor
Donald R. Garlit
(734) 451-9950

donaldgarlit@yahoo.com

and hard-fought victory against the practice of pound release of animals to vivi-
section. Congratulations to Judy for the successful completion of a years-long 
eff ort – she has truly achieved a signifi cant win for animals in Michigan!!

Th is year, the section will proudly honor the fi rst-ever recipient of the 
Wanda A. Nash Lifetime Achievement Award at our Annual Meeting in Sep-
tember. Th e award will be given to a student-member of an SALDF chapter 
at one of Michigan’s participating law schools. Th e award recognizes and 
encourages the continued growth of student activity in animal law, and pays 
much-deserved tribute to Wanda and her career – she is a true friend, and a 
dedicated advocate for animals and the advancement of animal law in Michi-
gan (and around the country).

Th e remainder of the section’s business year will be devoted to the 
continued monitoring of the legislative front, the planning of next year’s 
annual symposium and the continued organization and orientation of the 
section’s activities. I look forward to working with you all and hearing your 
opinions on the section’s activities in the year to come! 

Sincerely,

Kieran P. Marion, Section Chair

Chair’s Corner
Continued from page 2

  to let students/staff  know the fi eld of animal law exists
  to let students/staff  become aware of pressing Animal Law issues
• Group meetings each month
• Attend 15th annual animal law conference in Portland, Oregon on Sept. 

28-30, 2007
• Participate in the Mega March for Animals in Hart Plaza on October 

7, 2007
• Attend animal welfare conference in Lansing, Michigan on October 

25-26, 2007
• Bring an animal law course to WSU Law School
• Create a group webpage to inform students of animal issues, especially in 

the Metro Detroit area
• Publicize local ALDF events and the events of other animal groups, such 

as the ASPCA and Michigan Humane Society
• Recruit at least one animal law professional during the year to visit and 

speak at WSU Law School
• Bring vegetarian and/or vegan options to the law school food cart 

Submitted by Liz Livorine who is a 3L student at Wayne State University 
Law School and a founding member of the Student Animal Legal Defense Fund 
at the school.
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Animal Legal Lifeline 
Toll-free Number for Referrals:

(866) 211-6257

Visit our Website: http://www.michbar.org/animal/

Join the Section Listserv: 
http://www.michbar.org/animal/listserv.cfm

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, September 27, 2007—10 a.m. - noon
Animal Law Section Annual Meeting

First Annual Wanda Nash Award will be awarded 
to a law student 

State Bar of Michigan Annual Meeting
DeVos Place, Grand Rapids

 
September 28-30, 2007
Lewis & Clark Law School, Portland, Oregon 
Building Bridges: Strengthening the Animal Advocacy 
Movement
15th Annual Conference
www.lclark.edu/org/saldf/conference.html

Check the section website for updates on 
section activities noted above and for future activities. 

Animal Law Section 
Annual Meeting 

Thursday, September 27, 2007
10 a.m. - Noon

DeVos Place, Grand Rapids

See Page 9 for 
nominating committee report


