
MEMORANDUM 
 
  
To: Secretary, State Bar of Michigan  
 
From: Bonnie Y. Sawusch, Chair, Litigation Section  
 
Re: 2009-2010 Litigation Section Annual Report  
 
Date: May 31, 2010  
  
 
Dear Secretary,  
 
 As Chair of the Litigation Section, I am pleased to report on the Section's activities for the 2009-
2010 fiscal year.  The Section’s officers and Council members are proud of our accomplishments 
and goals this past year.  We are confident that the Litigation Section will remain strong well into 
the future.  The current roster of the Section’s officers and Council members, as well as the 
meeting minutes, are attached to this report.  The Litigation Section strives to maintain diverse 
representation of practice background, geographic location and minority representation on its 
governing Council.  
 
I. Financial  
 
The Litigation Section is very strong financially.  Per our most recent Treasurer's Report, as of 
May 11, 2010, the Section has total revenues of $53,657 and a balance forward of $92,583, with 
a total cash in account of approximately $146,240.  Total expenses for the year are projected to 
be approximately $62,520.  A copy of the Section's Budget for the fiscal year is attached.  
 
The Section's projected surplus/balance, after deducting the budgeted items for the year, is 
approximately $83,562.  Based on current projections, the Section should remain strong 
financially as it moves into the 2010-2011 fiscal year.   
 
The Section has invested a portion of its budget surplus in areas targeted to benefit the Section 
membership and enhance the image of the Section in the legal community. The Section made a 
$10,000 contribution to the SBM Access to Justice endowment fund.  It also contributed to the 
Michigan Center for Civic Education for its High School Mock Trial Program.  
 
II. Programs 
 
The Litigation Section partners with ICLE in offering quality legal education to Michigan 
attorneys.  Below is a list of the conferences that have and will be presented during this fiscal 
year. 
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 A. Summer Conference  
 
The Section continues its tradition of hosting a quality summer conference at various Northern 
Michigan resorts that are educational, motivational and family friendly. The conference also 
provides a unique opportunity for litigators and Judges across the State of Michigan to socialize 
in a relaxed setting. This year's summer conference is scheduled for July 30-31, 2010 at The 
Homestead in Glen Arbor.  The featured speaker is James W. McElhaney, who is one of the most 
widely read authors on trial techniques in the country with his award-winning “Litigation” 
column in the ABA Journal.  The upcoming program is entitled “A Day in Discovery with Jim 
McElhaney” 
 
 B. Masters in Litigation Seminar Series  
 
The Litigation Section continues to target experienced litigators with it popular Masters in 
Litigation series. The programs are hosted at St. John's Conference Center in Plymouth.  In 
March 2010, the program offered was “The Cybersleuth's Guide to the Internet: Super Search 
Engine Strategies, Social Network & Other Investigative Research and Tech Tips” with featured 
speakers Carole Levitt and Mark Rosch.  The program was widely attended and received 
excellent reviews.    
 
In September 2010, The Masters in Litigation Series will present Robert Musante’s "Attacking 
the Expert's Opinion."  Attorney Musante is the country’s foremost teacher of cross-examination 
skills and is a former lecturer of trial advocacy at the University of California.  Musante is the 
creator of four unique and highly entertaining seminars involving litigation.  He has taught over 
25,000 lawyers in 39 states and 11 offices of state attorneys general in the science and art of 
taking great adverse depositions. 
 
C. Litigation Boot Camp Series  
 
The Litigation Section continued with its program Litigation Boot Camp II.  The program is 
designed to create the foundation for a successful career in litigation. Top trial lawyers from the 
State of Michigan serve as faculty and share their experience, as well as coach attendees on 
essential concepts. The series consists of 9 sessions throughout the year.   
 
III. Publications  
 
The Litigation Section puts out quality seasonal newsletters to our Section members. The 
Section’s Winter Newsletter featured articles about Damages Recoverable for a Breach of 
Vehicle Warranty, Amendments to the Federal Rules, Professionalism and Google Scholar.  The 
Spring Newsletter featured articles on Arbitration, Preparing Witnesses and legal issues unique 
to teenaged minors.  The Fall Newsletter will issue in September 2010.  The Newsletters also 
provide an avenue to notifying Section members of upcoming activities.  
 
The Publications Committee is also exploring innovative methods to better communicate with 
Section Members through its website on the SBM website. 
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IV. Rules and Legislative Committee  
 
The Litigation Section reviews recent developments in court rules and legislation of interest to 
litigators. The Council has devoted a significant portion of its bi-monthly meetings discussing 
the pending House Bills proposing a tax on legal services.  The Section is currently developing 
and will adopt a position statement in support of the SBM’s position opposing the tax on legal 
services.   
 
V. Partnering With Other Sections  
 
The Litigation Section continues to explore and develop partnerships with other Sections that 
may serve as networking opportunities for members and provide economies of scale to sponsor 
joint programming and increase attendance at existing programs.  Partnerships are being 
explored with the Alternative Dispute Resolution Section for a possible joint program at the 
upcoming Annual Meeting. 
 
VI. Other Developments 
 
The Litigation Section Council has added a new committee called the Public Service Committee.  
The Committee has three functions.  First, to identify organizations that provide legal services to 
the indigent that the Section may want to support through a monetary donation.  Second, the 
Committee identifies charitable causes that are not focused on improving access to justice, but 
which the Section may want to support through non-financial means such as arranging a fund-
raising event (e.g. a walk-a-thon for cancer research) or informing Section members about pre-
existing charitable activities to which Section members might be interested in devoting their time 
( e.g.  packing food boxes for a food bank).  Finally, the Committee assembles and makes 
available to Section members information about opportunities for Section members to participate 
in pro bono activities. 
 
The Section’s Council is also currently revising its Bylaws to more accurately reflect the 
function of the Council.  Approval for the Bylaw revisions will be sought from Section Members 
at the Annual Meeting.  

___________________________ 
 
Finally, I wish to thank the Executive Committee: Thomas Cavalier, Chair-Elect, David Centner, 
Secretary, and Dari Bargy, Treasurer, for their dedication and hard work this year toward the 
Section’s goals and accomplishments.  I would also like to thank the Section’s Council members 
for their involvement and devotion in moving the Section forward.  I am truly grateful to have 
served with all of them.  
 
  
 /s/ Bonnie Y. Sawusch  
 
Bonnie Y. Sawusch  
Chairperson  


