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State Bar of Michigan 
Marijuana Law Section 

Annual Meeting 
January 8, 2016 

 
Minutes 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m. by Acting Chairperson Bernard Jocuns. 
 
Bernard Jocuns discussed the purpose and mission of the Marijuana Law Section (MLS). 
 
There are 273 members of the MLS as of this date. 
 
There was a typographical change to the proposed bylaws – Article VII, Section 2. The portion of 
the last sentence that reads “and close of the succeeding Annual Meeting of the Section” should 
read “and close at the succeeding Annual Meeting of the Section.” The word “of” should be “at.” 
 
MOTION made and unanimously passed to approve the proposed bylaws with the one change 
that was noted above. 
 
MOTION made and passed by a majority to accept that the Nominating Committee put forth a 
proposed slate of council nominees to be voted on. 
 
There were additional council nominations made from the floor. 
Bruce Leach nominated Tom Loeb and Matt Abel for the term ending in 2018.  
David Rudoi nominated Michael Komorn and Bruce Block for the term ending in 2017. 
 
MOTION made and unanimously passed to close nominations. 
 
For the term ending in 2016, the nominees for the council were Robert Hendricks, Robert Hinojosa, 
and Barton W. Morris, Jr. 
There was a verbal vote to approve the above slate of candidates to be council members with terms 
ending in 2016. The above slate was approved as council members by a verbal VOTE of the 
majority.  
 
MOTION made and passed for a written ballot for the terms of 2017 and 2018. 
 
For the term ending in 2017, the nominees for the council were Karl P. Numinen, Karen L. Phillips,  
Michael Komorn, and Bruce Block. Matthew Newburg’s nomination could not go forward because 
he had not paid his dues to the section. 
 
For the term ending in 2018, the nominees for the council were Mary Chartier, Daniel W. Grow, 
Bernard Anthony Jocuns, Tom Loeb, and Matt Abel. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was provided. The section has $11,165 as of November 30, 2015.  
MOTION made and passed unanimously to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 
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Acting Vice-Chairperson Daniel Grow discussed upcoming plans for a conference to be held at 
Firekeepers Casino and Hotel. 
 
Acting Secretary/Treasurer Mary Chartier discussed the upcoming Bar Journal marijuana law 
issue, as well as the Speaker’s Bureau. 
 
State Bar of Michigan (SBM) staff member Candace Crowley discussed how to use the SBM 
Connect service. 
 
Bernard Jocuns discussed the various MLS committees. 
Ideas for other committees included Intellectual Property and Labor and Employment, as well as 
others. There was also a suggestion to form a Crime Laboratory Task Force. 
 
MOTION made and passed unanimously to tally the votes. 
 
The votes were tallied by Allen Peisner, Carol Cukier, and Gregory Gamalski.  
 
MOTION made and passed by a majority to destroy the ballots and only an individual candidate 
would know the number of votes that he or she received. 
 
The elected council members whose terms expire in 2017 are Karl P. Numinem, Michael Komorn, 
and Bruce Block. 
The elected council member whose terms expires in 2018 are Mary Chartier, Daniel W. Grow, and 
Bernard Anthony Jocuns. 
 
Bernard Jocuns discussed strategic planning and goal setting. 
 
There was a discussion about the parameters of what attorneys can do in advising clients and the 
need for an ethical opinion on this matter. It was suggested that the section seek a State Bar ethics 
opinion or amend the rules of professional conduct.  
 
There was a discussion of seminar topic ideas, including the following: how marijuana law affects 
other aspects of the law, citizen education, tax and banking, child protective proceedings, 
environmental effects, driving, housing, employment, cultivation, and explaining how the 
laboratory works. 
 
There was a suggestion that trainings be recorded and webcasts be available for other MLS 
members. 
 
Adjournment at 12:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
/s/MARY CHARTIER 
Mary Chartier, Alane & Chartier, P.L.C., Secretary/Treasurer 
 


