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Meeting Minutes 
SBM Prisons & Corrections Section Council 

November 1, 2019 
State Bar Building, 306 Townsend, Lansing, 2pm – 4pm  

 
 

1. Welcome and introductions/establishment of quorum 
 

Present: Keith Barber, John Brusstar, Marilena David-Martin, Lisa 
Geminick, Nicole George (phone), Natalie Holbrook (phone), Kyle Kaminski, 
Barbara Levine, Mike Marutiak, Katherine Root, Carol Siemon, Pat Streeter 

 
Excused: David Gilbert, Dan Manville  

 
Unexcused: Stephen Gobbo  

 
2. Agenda adopted unanimously 

 
3. Elections and Liaisons 

 
Katherine Root was unanimously voted in as Secretary. There was a motion 
by Pat Streeter to reelect the section officers still on council (Dan Manville, 
Treasurer, and Marilena David-Martin, Chair). Seconded by Mike Marutiak. 
Passed unanimously. 

 
We had 3 candidates up for 1 associate member seat. Elections were held and 
Kathleen Schaffer was elected to the seat. She will hold the seat until the 
next annual meeting, and will then stand for election at the meeting.  
 
Hon. Clinton Canady III is the new Commissioner Liaison. Mark Valesano of 
Iron Mountain is the new President of the Sheriffs Association. Michelle 
VanDusen has been reappointed to serve by the Michigan Corrections 
Association.  
 

4. Treasurer’s Report 
 

No official report was given. The council referenced the financial documents 
attached to the agenda.  

 
5. Comments from Chair 

 
A. The Chair asked for the council to share goals for the year to establish the 

things we want to focus on. Opened for comments: 
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• Pat Streeter: programs around mental health in the community, such 
as crisis intervention with police officers, and mental health courts. 
How can we draw on Sheryl Kubiak’s data analysis, and encourage 
positive change? 

• Barb Levine: We should look at pending legislation to see what we 
want to get behind. We should consider writing to the Court and ask 
for a response to our last letter. We should figure out how our position 
statements can last and have an impact.   

• Carol Siemon raised the Clean Slate Expungement Package, which 
includes some provisions for automatic expungement. There was a 
discussion about the expungement bill.  

 
B. There was a discussion about the June 2020 program. At our next 

meeting, we will talk about what the program will look like. We should 
look at either Friday June 5 or Saturday June 6. We will have to 
determine if we want a half-day versus full day and where we want to 
hold the program.  

 
C. There was a discussion about expectations of council members and 

meeting format. Meetings will be Friday afternoons in Lansing, 2:00-4:00. 
There is a dial-in option now, but members are encouraged to be present. 
The bylaws allow two excused absences. Marilena asks that members only 
phone-in for meetings twice between now and June. Phoning-in does count 
as being present, but we still want to limit it in favor of actual presence. 

 
D. Thanks to Carol Siemon and Keith Barber for their October 5, 2019 

annual meeting program and discussion on reimagining prisons. 
Evaluations were very positive, and people loved the discussion about 
reimagining prisons. Marilena will distribute the evaluations before the 
next meeting. 

 
6. Criminal Law Section Report – Mike Marutiak  

 
The Criminal Law Section is planning at least two conferences for the 
upcoming year. They are planning one for Presidents Day weekend 
(February) in the Mt. Pleasant Casino hotel. The conference is expected to 
address collateral consequences, with an emphasis on sex offender issues. 
The second will probably be the second week of June. There is no topic yet. 
The Criminal section has $10,000 for the social committee to bring together 
section members and attract new members. P&C section membership is 
always invited. These are usually Friday evenings or Saturdays.  
 

7. Legislation 
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HB 5120 – the expungement law, one of 19-20 bills at the time. After 
discussion and input on what members thought was problematic, no action 
was taken. The section will consider taking action later this fall when 
something is codified, or when the number of bills has been narrowed down. 

 
HB 5026 – jury pools. This is a very short bill, guaranteeing that jury pools 
would come from the distinct geographic area where the crime was 
committed. The motion to support HB5026 was defeated by the Council. 

 
8. Criminal Justice Policy Commission Sunset Provision  

 
At the November meeting, the Council will take up the issue of the sunset of 
the Criminal Justice Policy Commission. The sunset provision got overlooked 
last year. P&C did an electronic vote asking for no sunset. Although it’s after 
the fact, the Criminal Law Section may want to regenerate the issue by 
piggybacking on the P&C action. Mike sent an email including a final 
statement. He expects that they will do something soon, but doesn’t know 
what can be done at this stage. If P&C Council wants to be in touch with the 
Criminal section’s committee addressing this issue, Mike will make that 
connection.  

 
9. Newsletter Update – Pat Streeter  

 
Chuck Whelan is doing a long article on the Calvin College program at MTU, 
which will take up most of this issue of the newsletter. Barb is handling 
Justice Policy Commission. Pat is handling Legislative Commission updates, 
including a Raise the Age sidebar. Carol will provide statistics from her 
presentation. There may also be a piece on the Governor’s taskforce on 
jail/pretrial incarceration. The Fall issue will get finished up in the next few 
weeks. There will be a Spring issue, too. 
 
Mari suggested that everyone should think about providing content sometime 
this year. Consider why you joined the Section, what you want to accomplish, 
why it’s important to be at the table, and what you can contribute.  

 
Carol reported that Ron Emory will be appointed as the Ingham County 
Special Prosecutor to review Ingham County LWOP cases, some of which 
date back to the 1970s. There about 90 of them. Carol is looking for possible 
recommendations for commutations. She is considering an article about the 
process, but doesn’t know when.  
 
Others shared announcements:  
• Carol will be going to Montgomery to speak at a national juvenile justice 

conference on JLWOP.  
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• Mari: SADO has a Byrne JAG grant, and will hire someone to help with 
reentry plans for direct appeal and JLWOP clients. 

• Barb: There will be a work group meeting on trying to get relief on pre-
Aaron felony murder cases. The MSC’s requirement of malice for felony 
murder (Aaron) was not retroactive. There may be as many as 140 people 
who would be eligible. It depends on what jury instruction they received. 
Perhaps SADO can be involved.    

 
10. MDOC Updates – Kyle Kaminski  

 
This year’s budget was not very positive for the MDOC. Some fund shifts 
didn’t work the way they were designed to, and the DOC is in a negative 
position to start the year.  
 
Boilerplate was added to the county jail reimbursement around how counties 
interact with federal authorities, specifically ICE. DOC didn’t like that 
language, and it was vetoed by the Governor, partly due to that. Sheriffs are 
saying that since the state isn't going to reimburse them for straddle cell 
cases, please sentence them all to prison instead. This is troubling from a 
state costs perspective, and also because it means that sentences will, by 
definition, be longer, i.e., people will be losing their liberty for a longer time 
solely because of the state budget. Kyle thinks all the Sheriffs were on the 
letter. If they do get the money, it will be retroactive. 
 
Construction should be completed in December on the Vocational Village at 
WHV. The launch date has not been established. 
 
The prison population has continued to decline, though at a little slower pace 
than before. We are currently within about 100 prisoners of 38,000. 
 
There was a fund shift for MDOC education, so it has taken a 23% cut this 
year. The federal government has reopened the Pell program allowing 
additional schools to participate. Current participants include Jackson 
Community College, Northern Michigan University, Calvin College, Western 
Michigan University, University of Michigan - Dearborn, Spring Arbor, 
Schoolcraft, and another school. There are 863 prisoners actively in post-
secondary classes now, with four existing partners.  

 
The higher education budget removed some language about the Tuition 
Incentive Program (TIP) that barred incarcerated persons from the program. 
This is the first step in the state recognizing the value of higher education for 
incarcerated people, and we can build from here. The TIP eligibility criteria, 
however, are still very prohibitive for an incarcerated population, because 



 5 

recipients must be under 20 years old, and have completed a high school 
diploma or GED in the previous school year.   
 
Other budgetary impacts include re-appropriated work projects to re-spend 
on new employee academies and GPS tethers. There were other cuts to get to 
numbers, including not full funding for health care and other things like that. 
As to GPS tethers, there’s a roadblock in committee from a senator who 
wants $30/month for normal supervision and to raise tether supervision from 
$60 to $100/month. The MDOC is more interested in compliance, and raising 
fees will likely lower compliance and cost money to get people to comply. 
 
The entire Department will be trauma-informed in the next few years. The 
Mental Health team did a lot of training at MRF, and those trainings will 
ultimately be Department-wide.  
 
The MDOC is looking at some changes to parole, including how assessments 
are conducted and making sure everything is evidence-based. They would 
like to explore mentoring for parolees, including by formerly incarcerated 
individuals.  
 
Kyle will email the link to the MDOC strategic plans. 
 

11. Next meeting 
 
Meeting will be Friday 12/6, 2:00-4:00 at the SBM Building in Lansing.  

 
12. Motion to Adjourn passed unanimously  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Katherine Root, Secretary  


