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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
PRISONS & CORRECTIONS SECTION COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES  
State Bar Building 
Lansing, MI. 48823 
December 2, 2017 

 
Chairperson Sandy Girard called the meeting to order at 
10:15AM. 

 
1. Attendance and Welcome: 
 
Present: Sandy Girard, Mike Marutiak, Barb Levine, Doug 
Shapiro, Pat Streeter, Monica Jahner, Michelle VanDusen, 
Korbin Felder, Nicole George, Keith Barber, Marilena David-
Martin, Kyle Kaminski, Jackie Ouvry and Ron Emery  
 
Excused Absences: Carol Siemon, David Gilbert, and John 
Cooper 
 
Guests:  Eric Mattson  
 
2.  Adoption of Agenda: 
 
 On motion by Pat Streeter, seconded by Barb Levine, the 
agenda presented was adopted unanimously.  
 
3. Approval of November 4th Minutes: 
 
 On motion by Mike Marutiak, seconded by Barb Levine 
the November 4th minutes were approved as written 
unanimously. 
 
4. Executive and Legislative Initiatives 
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A. MDOC Hospice Program DOM 2017-20r  
 
 Kyle Kaminski reported on the current status of this 
program.  Hospice is available to inmates at two locations, for 
men at Dwayne Waters Facility, and for women at Huron 
Valley Women’s Facility.  Inmates must request placement 
(known as the “Choice” program).  Prisoner Personal Care 
Aides (PPCA’s) are provided as well as therapy.  The PPCA’s are 
selected from inmates who qualify and they receive training.  
Although the program is going along satisfactorily there are 
structural changes at the facilities that would better 
accommodate the program.  
 
B. Mental Health Related legislation 
 1.  HB 5243 
Kyle reported that this bill would set a 60-day deadline for 
psych evaluations done by DHHS for potential parolees.  The 
DHHS evaluators are qualified mental health professionals but 
are backlogged in their evaluations.  Although the council 
favored the setting of deadlines for the evaluations to take 
place, on motion by Barb Levine, seconded by Jackie Ouvry, 
and by a 10-0 vote with one abstention, the council voted to 
oppose this bill for three reasons:  a) lack of forensic center 
familiarity with inmates, b) expense of transporting inmates to 
outside facilities, c) the forensic center is already backlogged.  
 2.  HB 5244 and HB 5246 
Kyle reported that this bill would allow MDOC to certify other 
facilities to conduct parole competency examinations.  The bill 
is tie-barred to HB 52436 that sets a deadline for completion of 
the exams. Mike Marutiak questioned whether these bills dealt 
with an issue in the purview of our section. On motion by Barb 
Levine, seconded by Jackie Ouvry, the council voted 9-0 with 
two abstentions to oppose the bills because they shift the 



 3 

responsibility of doing the exams away from the Forensic 
Center. 
 3.  HB 5245 
Kyle reported that this bill would allow the transfer of 
prisoners into nursing homes or similar facilities if the transfer 
presents minimal public safety risk when inmates require long 
term medical care. On motion by Jackie Ouvry, seconded by 
Ron Emery, on a 10-0 vote with one abstention, the council 
voted to oppose the bill and to reaffirm its support of the 
medical parole procedure in HB 4101 and 4102 introduced 
earlier this year.  Kyle reported that MDOC favors a medical 
parole bill regardless whether inmates are eligible for 
Medicare or Medicaid. 
 
 C.  SB 72,73 and 220 
These bills would make three inmates eligible for parole that 
otherwise would not be pursuant to a loophole in the law 
heretofore.  Kyle reported that these have already been passed 
and this council need not take a position on them. 
 
5.  Old Business 
 
A.  Position Statement on GPS Monitoring 
Barb Levine presented a written draft position statement that 
summarized the areas of her concern and her 
recommendations.  Her basic concerns are who, and how 
tightly they should be monitored.  What followed was a 
discussion based on Jackie Ouvry’s question about what the 
purpose of and to whom our position statement would be 
given.   No further action was taken. 
 
B.  Newsletter 
Pat Streeter reported that she had received a written report 
from Korbin Felder summarizing the Attorney General’s 
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participation in parole public hearings.  Korbin will continue to 
research this issue.  Pat also reported that Paul Reingold and 
Dan Manville continue to submit case summaries for the 
newsletter. 
 
C.  Project for the Year 
Keith Barber requested that the council discuss in future 
meetings the topic of security classifications for inmates.  He 
will first write up some background information to help guide 
that discussion. 
 
6.  Adjournment:  
 
On motion by Mike Marutiak, seconded by Pat Streeter, the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:07 with the next meeting to be 
the first Saturday of January (the 6th) at the State Bar Building. 
 
Ron Emery  
Secretary 
 
/S/ 
 
Secretary 
December 21, 2017 
 
 
 
 


