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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
PRISONS & CORRECTIONS SECTION COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES (as amended) 
State Bar Building 
Lansing, MI. 48823 

April 1, 2017 
 

Sandy Girard, Chair elect, called the meeting to order at 10:08 
AM. 

 
1.  Attendance and Welcome: 
 
Present: Mike Marutiak, Monica Jahner, Barbara Levine, 
Michelle VanDusen, Peter Martel, Nicole George, Kyle 
Kaminski, Gary Kasenow, Daniel Manville, Keith Barber and 
Ron Emery  
 
Excused Absences: Jackie Ouvry, Pat Streeter,1 Paul Reingold, 
Richard Stapleton, Carol Siemon and Doug Shapiro. 
 
Unexcused Absences:  Jessica Zimbelman 
 
Guest:  Korbin Felder, American Friends Service  
 
2.  Adoption of Agenda: 
 
On motion by Dan Manville, seconded by Pete Martel, the 
agenda presented was adopted unanimously.  
 
3.  Approval of Minutes: 
 

                                                        
1 Although not present, Pat had sent a written report on certain agenda items.  An 
asterisk indicates where her report is integrated into the minutes. 
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Five corrections or changes were offered to sections 6.b), 7.a), 
two to 9.a) and one to 10.  On motion by Keith Barber, 
seconded by Pete Martel, the minutes were approved as 
amended unanimously. 
  
4.  Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Dan Manville presented a written report that showed that 
 the section fund balance as of February 28th this year was 
 $7,950.63, compared to $6,771.27 at that time last year.  
 Dan also pointed out that paid memberships were down 
 one from last year, and “free” memberships were down 
 by 18.  “Free” memberships are extended to new lawyers 
 just entering the profession.  On motion by Pete, seconded 
 by Mike Marutiak, the treasurer’s report was accepted 
 and placed on file unanimously  
 
5. Reports from the Chair-Elect 
  
 a) Themed Bar: 
 Sandy reminded that drafts of articles for the September 
 journal are due at the end of April for review.  
  i) Editing* 
 Pat reported that Final drafts of the articles are due  
 at the end of April.  She is working with Jackie Ouvry and 
 is in touch with Linda Novak at the State Bar for 
 formatting of final versions of articles and artwork. 
  ii) Art work* 
  Pat is working with Professor Janie Paul at the U of 
 M Prison Creative Arts Project (PCAP) to view images that 
 have permission to be used.  She plans to visit the PCAP 
 Annual Exhibition before it closes on April 5 to see if 
 there is anything more recent to include for your review.  
 For those interested in the exhibit, here is a link to it: 
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 https://lsa.umich.edu/pcap/news-events/all-
 events.detail.html/33027- 4650831.html.  She expects to 
 have selections to show to the Council before the May 
 council meeting so final selections can be made at that 
 time.  She will send them in advance of the May meeting 
 in color. 
 
 b) June Conference: 
 Barb presented the draft of the June Conference agenda 
 on Electronic Monitoring.  Mike suggested that it needed a 
 “Welcome and Introduction” section at the beginning. 
 Presenters will send their written material to Barb by 
 mid-May so she can have them copied.  A discussion 
 followed about how the written materials would be 
 copied.  The consensus was that they should be copied 
 and given to participants in a bound form.  Dan offered to 
 both print and bind them as he already has the 
 equipment.  Those that have unused plastic binders were 
 encouraged to give them to Dan for that purpose.  Barb 
 also presented a note and a copy of a “Fact Sheet” from 
 James Kilgore that outlines a proposed bill introduced in 
 the Illinois legislature (Kilgore’s home state) dealing with 
 electronic monitoring. 
 
c) Law Libraries Committee* 
 
 We are waiting for information from Kyle Kaminski.  
 Following our February meeting, Pat wrote to him (Feb 
 28) asking for any updates on the various items he agreed 
 to follow up on from our prison visits so far.  She also 
 indicated the interest in a visit to the ELL at the Women’s 
 facility and a segregation unit.  Understandably, Kyle has 
 been quite busy with the legislative activity, so there has 
 been some delay in a response.  She still hopes to write a 
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 short update in the Newsletter about the ELL.  She will 
 prepare a draft and send it along to Kyle for any additions 
 he may have. 
 
 Kyle Kaminski indicated he would report back on possible 
 dates for these if authorized by MDOC. 
 
d) Criminal Law Section Liaison.  Mike reported on that 
 section’s recent mid-winter conference at Shanty Creek.  
 He also reported that section would hold its summer 
 conference on June 8th -10th at Mission Point on Mackinac 
 Island.  The topic will be “unjustified convictions.”  At 
 their annual meeting presentation (September 29th) the 
 topic will be “use of force: guardians vs. warriors.”  This 
 will not include use of force in a jail or prison setting. 
 
6.  Executive and Legislative Initiatives 
 

a) Criminal Justice Legislation Package:  Kyle summarized 
the current status of the Proos Criminal Justice reform 
legislation.   Gov. Snyder signed 16 of the 18 bills that had 
passed the legislature.  These required such changes as 
graduated parole violation penalties, evidence-based 
parole supervision, expedited commutations, parole 
reporting requirements, and other measures.  Snyder 
vetoed SB-50, which allowed putting state inmates into 
certain county jails, and SB-11, which provided for some 
data collection.  As to SB-50 Snyder ‘s veto message stated 
that this “virtual” prison bill was not consistent with the 
MDOC goals of rehabilitation and advancing inmate 
education as none of these programs will be available for 
inmates at the county jails.   As to SB-11, Snyder vetoed 
this because it was not comprehensive in its scope as MSP 
records would not be included in the data collection, plus 
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only limited counties would be included.  Funding was 
also unclear.   

 
b) Report on Population Projections:  Kyle summarized 
the high points of the MDOC’s report to the legislature on 
future prison population projections.  The good news is 
that over the next 5 years, population is expected to 
decrease below 40,000 absent any significant changes. 
That was the population level in 1997.  The two biggest 
factors in the decline is an increase in paroles and fewer 
intakes from the courts.  MDOC wants to decrease the 
crowding situation in existing facilities rather than 
immediately close facilities.  MDOC plans on fighting 
closure unless and until counts in existing facilities reach 
closer to designed levels. 
 
c) Parole Board Decision Rates:  Barb began discussion 
of this report noting that the number of parole decision 
delays has risen markedly.  Kyle attributed the increase in 
delays to two problems:  One, staffing shortages, and two, 
Sex Offender Risk Assessment (SORA) requirements.  
Administrative rules require that a SORA be done for 
every potential parolee.  However, these are only good for 
2 years and there is insufficient staff to keep up with 
these.  MDOC would like to change the administrative rule 
to ease this requirement.  There are similar issues with 
substance abuse assessments, especially given the 
increase in Suboxen getting into the prisons. 
 

7.  Old Business 
 a) Newsletter: * 
  Pat has submissions from everyone who promised 
 material, but we are  still light on content. She will follow 
 up separately with a few other possible authors, Keith 
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 Barber's office being one.  If there are suggestions at the 
 meeting, please let her know and she will follow up on 
 them. 
  
 She expects to send the newsletter material to the Bar for 
 processing about April 11.  If there are additional authors 
 coming on board she may  extend the date.  Her plan is to 
 have it printed and delivered no less than a full month 
 before the June program. 
 
 Barbara Levine suggested Gov. Snyder’s  veto  message 
 for SB-50 from this past week be included in the 
 newsletter. 
 
 b) Annual Meeting:  The meeting for the P C Section will 
 be held at 8:30 AM September 29th in the same room as 
 the Criminal Law Section’s meeting. 
 
8. New Business 
 
a) Life Parole Bill:  Barb reported that a new bill had not yet 
been written since last attempt in 2014.  This section had 
supported that bill in the past.  She anticipates the bill will 
require in-person interviews, decisions to be written with 
reasons, with scoring of the criteria for each hearing.  Also the 
hope is that the legislation will shorten parole periods to 2 
years, rather than 4 years as statistics show that most parole 
violations occur within the first two years anyway. 
 
b) Women Doing Life:  Dan advised that Lora Lambert, author 
of the book, will speak at MSU Law School Monday, April 3rd at 
2 PM. 
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c) Facility Entrance Screening:  Kyle reported that MDOC 
would be tightening its entry screening to catch more 
electronic hardware and other contraband trying to be brought 
in to the prisons.  This would include visitors as well as 
attorneys. 
 
9.  Adjournment:  
 
On motion by Ron Emery, seconded by Pete, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:43 with the next meeting scheduled for May 
6th at the State Bar Building. 
 
 
 
Ron Emery  
Secretary 
May 15th, 2017 
 
 


