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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on November 12, 2014 at Dykema, 400
Renaissance Center, Detroit, MI 48243.

The following officers of the Council were present in person: David B. Guenther, Chairperson;
Lara Fetsco Phillip, Secretary; and Debra Clephane, Treasurer. A quorum of voting members of
the Council were present in person. Names of each of the attendees will be filed with these
meeting minutes.

CALL TO ORDER

David Guenther, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 4:49
P.M.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented.

NOTICE AND QUORUM

Lara Fetsco Phillip, Secretary of the Section, presented a written notice of the meeting that was
mailed or delivered to all members of the Council and to Members of the Section in accordance
with the Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the
meeting.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

The Secretary circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on September 11,
2014. Upon motion made and supported, the Council approved the minutes without
correction. The Secretary reported that approved minutes of the Section Council meetings are
regularly posted on the Section website at www.michbar.org and that the approved minutes
would also be posted to the Section website.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Debra Clephane, Treasurer of the Section, presented the unaudited financial statement of the
Section for the twelve months ending September 30, 2014 and the related detailed trial balance
for the same period, prepared by the Finance & Administration Division of the State Bar. Then
Treasurer noted that the financial statement and trial balance were still in draft form and final
financial statement should be made available sometime in December 2014. The Treasurer
reviewed the Trial Balance and highlighted certain expenses noting that line items for expenses
for the Modern Firm represent are expense for our List Serve. As of the twelve months ending
September 30, 2014 per the draft financial statement, the revenues of the Section were
$14,390.00, and expenses for the same time period were $14,070.11, resulting in Net Income of

http://www.michbar.org/
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$319.89. The Section’s ending fund balance as of August 31, 2014 was $14,388.19. The
Chairperson noted that the Section’s financial statements are generally reprinted in the Michigan
International Lawyer.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

The Chairperson, David Guenther, began his report by noting that the Section was still in need of

a Chair for the Business and Tax Committee and also had an opening for the position of

Diversity/Inclusion Coordinator. The Chairperson noted that we also are looking for student

representatives from our local law schools. He indicated that Blair Daniels has expressed

interest in serving as the representative from Wayne State University Law School. Troy Harris

offered to work on finding a representative from University of Detroit Mercy School of Law.

Tim Kaufmann volunteered to assist with identifying a student representative from Michigan

State University College of Law. Rob Rothman indicated that he would help to look for a

candidate for student representative from Cooley Law School. Lara Phillip stated that she had

been in touch with Alexandra Plutshack, the President of the University of Michigan Law School

International Law Society and had asked Ms. Plutshack if one of the members of the

International Law Society would be interested in serving as a student representative to the

Section.

The Chair discussed SBM Connect, the State Bar’s new website. He stated that with SBM
Connect members will be able to engage in discussions and post materials of interest to the
Section membership. The Chair stated that he would draft a welcome message for the website.
He further noted that with SBM Connect, we will be able to post photos, past program materials,
and minutes, as well as, update committee members. The Chair suggested that members check
out the website for the Business Section to see how the website can be used. He further noted
that ZeekBeek will be partnering with the SBM and offer to link member’s profiles to SBM
Connect. Rob Rothman suggested that the State Bar should seek consent before they upload
member information to a service such as ZeekBeek or SBM Connect.

The Chair stated that he recently attended an orientation for section chairs. Cliff Flood of the
SBM reminded section chairs that should be mindful to do the following: (1) document expenses
in the minutes; (2) be familiar with Section bylaws; (3) post minutes to the Section website; (4)
have all contracts reviewed by the SBM; (5) develop a section notebook including such materials
as bylaws; and (6) make use of SBM resources.

The Chair also shared with attendees demographic statistics regarding the make-up of our
Section membership. Some notable statistics include the following:

• Section membership is 68% Male; 32% Female;
• Our Section includes 84 millenials (20.3%); 177 Gen X (42.9%) and 136 Boomers

(32.9%);
• The racial make-up of the Section is European (73%); Asian-Pacific (9.6%); African

Origin (4.5%); and Hispanic/Latino (4.2%);
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• Lawschools attended by our members: Other (26.2%); Wayne (18.9%); UDM (14.8%);
MSU (14.8%); UofM (11.9%);

• Occupation: Private Practice – 198 (42.9%); Corporate Counsel (19.9%); Legal Services
(8.5%);

• Firm Size (for those in Private Practice): Very Large, 100+ (43,4%); Large, 21-99
(12.9%); Solo (17.2%); and Small, 2-10 (16.7%); and

• Geographic Counties: Oakland (32%); Wayne (27%); Kent (7.7%); Washtenaw (6.5%);
and Ingham (4.8%).

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS

The Chairperson invited the Section’s Committee chairs to report on their activities.

Linda Armstrong, the Employment and Immigration Committee Chair noted that her committee
was exploring developing a program that would discuss issues relevant to doing business in
Mexico including perhaps employment law issues.

Troy Harris, the Chair of the International Dispute Resolution Committee, noted that they have a
formed a committee to explore making Michigan the Delaware of Alternative Dispute
Resolution.

NEW BUSINESS

The Chair opened a discussion about ideas for topics for our upcoming quarterly Section
meetings. He noted that the officers and Council had discussed the possibility of having the
program for the January quarterly meeting focus on Doing Business in Mexico and having the
program for the March quarterly meeting focus on Doing Business in Canada. It was noted that
if we hold a program on Doing Business in Canada, we could invite participation from Canadian
bar association such as the bar association for Essex County. Section members were asked to
identify potential speakers for either program.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the
meeting at approximately 5:40 PM.

DINNER AND PROGRAM
The featured topic was “Doing Business in India”.

The program was very well attended.
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Respectfully submitted,

Lara Fetsco Phillip, Secretary 2014-15
International Law Section
State Bar of Michigan


