
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State 
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on November 13, 2013 at the Detroit office 
of Miller Canfield, 150 W. Jefferson Ave., Suite 2500, Detroit, MI, 48226. 
 
The following officers of the Council were present in person: A. Reed Newland, Chairperson; 
David B. Guenther, Chair-Elect; Daphne A. Short, Secretary; and, Lara Fetsco Phillip, Treasurer. 
A quorum of voting members of the Council were present in person. Names of each of the 
attendees will be filed with these meeting minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

A. Reed Newland, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 4:35 
pm. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented. 

NOTICE AND QUORUM 

Daphne A. Short, Secretary of the Section, presented a written notice of the meeting that was 
mailed or delivered to all members of the Council and to Members of the Section in accordance 
with the Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the 
meeting.   

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

The Secretary circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on September 12, 
2013. Upon motion made and supported, the Council approved of the minutes without 
correction. The Secretary reported that approved minutes of the Section Council meetings are 
regularly posted on the Section website at www.michbar.org and that the approved minutes 
would also be posted to the Section website. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lara Fetsco Phillip, Treasurer of the Section, presented the unaudited financial statement of the 
Section for the seven months ending September 30, 2013 and the related detailed trial balance for 
the same period, prepared by the Finance & Administration Division of the State Bar. As of the 
seven months ending September 30, 2013, the revenues of the Section were $13,135.00, and 
expenses for the same time period were $16,335.55, resulting in negative Net Income of 
(3,200.55). The Treasurer noted that we are waiting on the October financial statement to 
understand the Section’s revenue from 2014 dues. The Section’s ending fund balance as of April 
30, 2013 was $14,068.30. The Chairperson noted that the Section’s financial statements are 
generally reprinted in the Michigan International Lawyer. 

http://www.michbar.org/


 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
The Chairperson reported that Aaron Ogletree has been appointed as the Section’s Inclusion 
Coordinator.  Greg Conyers, Director of Diversity for the SBM and prior ILS program speaker, 
was in attendance for the meeting.  The purpose of Aaron’s new position is to help the section 
engage a variety of diverse backgrounds in its membership.  It was noted that diversity and 
inclusion are ongoing opportunities for the Section and we should strive for continuous 
improvement.  The Section congratulated Aaron on his new role and look forward to his support 
of the Section’s inclusion objectives.  
 
ILS LAW SCHOOL LUNCHEON EVENTS/MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITES 
 
The Section is sponsoring luncheons at area law schools in order to educate students on careers 
in International Law as well as promote membership for the Section. 
 
Tim Kaufmann reported that the luncheon held at Michigan State University was a success and 
yielded an impressive 50-60 students in attendance.  Tim reported that the attendees were 
engaged and very interested. Lunches at the remaining area schools are being planned by the 
Council.   
 
Other activities to promote membership were also discussed.  The Council discussed targeting 
new lawyers, those practicing 0-5 years, for membership.  An idea of a mentorship dinner and 
partnering with the Young Lawyers Section was discussed.  Further research will be conducted. 
 
 
MENTOR-MENTEE PROJECT UPDATE 
 
The Chairperson introduced Jillian Berndt to update the Section on the mentor-mentee program. 
Ms. Berndt said that roughly 20 mentee had signed up for the program and that she was planning 
to match these mentees with mentors in early 2014. Ms. Berndt also stated that she was planning 
to engage with the student group of the SBM and Canadian students to increase student 
membership in our Section.  She also suggested that a happy hour event may be a good way to 
recruit interested students.   
 
The Chairperson thanked Mr. Duchek and Ms. Berndt for engaging on the mentoring project. 
 
MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL LAWYER UPDATE 
 
The Chairperson updated the Section on the Michigan International Lawyer (MIL). He noted 
that the next issue of the MIL was looking for interesting articles, and that the MIL was one of 
the ways the Section provides its members with value.  
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR GOALS AND REPORTS 
 
The Chairperson invited the Section’s Committee chairs to report on their activities.  
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The International Trade Committee reported that they will host the January 15, 2014 ILS 
meeting and program.  The topic of the program will be Recent Developments in Export 
Controls: Export Control Reform, Changes in Embargoed Country Sanctions, and Their 
Implications on Manufacturers.  The meeting will be held at the Bloomfield Hills office of 
Honigman and our Treasurer, Lara Fetsco Phillip, will lead the program.  
 
There were no other committee reports. 
 
LAW STUDENT REPORTS 
 
There were no law student reports. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Tim Kauffman, council member of the section, presented the topic of International Moot Court 
Competitions.  The competition may be looking for judges and other volunteers to administer the 
program.  Tim suggested the idea in accordance with a future meeting or program for the section 
and stated that he would contact the Moot Court team to gauge their interest in partnering with 
the Section.  The council concluded that this topic may be of interest for a future meeting and 
would require further exploration.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the 
meeting at approximately 5:33 pm. 
 
DINNER AND PROGRAM  
 
The Section provided dinner, followed by a presentation by Dr. Mordechai E. Kreinen on 
“Middle East and Israel: Post-Arab Spring”. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
  
Daphne A. Short, Secretary 2013-14 
International Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 
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