
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State 
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on September 11, 2014 at the Detroit Opera 
House – Chrysler Black Box Theater, 1526 Broadway St., Detroit, MI 48226.  
 
The following officers of the Council were present in person: A. Reed Newland, Chairperson; 
David B. Guenther, Chair-Elect; Daphne A. Short, Secretary; and, Lara Fetsco Phillip; Treasurer. 
A quorum of voting members of the Council were present in person. Names of each of the 
attendees will be filed with these meeting minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

A. Reed Newland, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 2:47 
P.M. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented. 

NOTICE AND QUORUM 

Daphne A. Short, Secretary of the Section, presented a written notice of the meeting that was 
mailed or delivered to all members of the Council and to Members of the Section in accordance 
with the Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the 
meeting.   

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

The Secretary circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on May 21, 2014. 
Upon motion made and supported, the Council approved the minutes without correction. 
The Secretary reported that approved minutes of the Section Council meetings are regularly 
posted on the Section website at www.michbar.org and that the approved minutes would also 
be posted to the Section website. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

Lara Fetsco Phillip, Treasurer of the Section, presented the unaudited financial statement of the 
Section for the five months ending August 31, 2014 and the related detailed trial balance for the 
same period, prepared by the Finance & Administration Division of the State Bar. As of the 
eleven months ending August 31, 2014, the revenues of the Section were $14,390.00, and 
expenses for the same time period were $9,688.73, resulting in Net Income of $4,701.27. The 
Section’s ending fund balance as of August 31, 2014 was $18,769.57.  The Treasurer noted that 
the Council’s net income was almost $1,300 more than the same period the prior year and 
expected that this year’s annual meeting expenses would be less than those spent in 2013. The 
Chairperson noted that the Section’s financial statements are generally reprinted in the Michigan 

http://www.michbar.org/


International Lawyer. 
 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
The Chairperson, A. Reed Newland, began his final report to the Council by discussing some of 
the great accomplishment of the Section.  He noted that he hopes the great programs, such as the 
mentor/mentee program and the Michigan international dispute resolution task team, continue for 
the Section.   Reed also mentioned that he would like to see the Section continue to research an 
interest in web based and interactive programs so that a wider audience may be reached.  
 
Reed’s service as an officer to the Section will be greatly missed.  The Section honored Reed 
with a plaque commemorating and thanking him for his contributions. 
 
REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 The Nominating Committee recommended the election of the following officers to serve 
for a period of one year: 

• Daphne Short to the office of Chairperson-Elect; 

• Lara Fetsco Phillip to the office of Secretary; and  

• Debra Auerbach Clephane to the office of Treasurer.  

 Under the terms of the Section’s Bylaws, the Chairperson-Elect, David B. 
Guenther, automatically succeeded to the office of Chairperson at this time. 

 The Nominating Committee recommended the election of the following Members to the 
Council for three-year terms ending in 2017:  

• Douglas Duchek; 

• Robert L. Rothman; and 

• James Rayis.  

 Further, the Committee recommended the election of Aysha Kasham as a member of the 
Council for a two-year term ending in 2016 to fill the vacancy left by the resignation of Aaron 
Ogletree, and effective October 1, 2014, the election of Linda Armstrong for a one-year term 
ending in 2015 to fill the vacancy left by Debra Auerbach Clephane in the event that she was 
elected Treasurer.  The Section was still looking for law student members to serve as liaisons. 
 

Upon motion made and supported, the Council approved the nominations without change 
and the officers and council members were elected to their nominated positions.  As such, Reed 
handed the meeting gavel to the new Chair, David Guenther, to resume the meeting. 
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2014-2015 ILS GOALS 
 
The Chair introduced the 2014-2015 goals, tactics, and roster for the Section. They are listed 
below. 
 

1. Provide Educational and Interesting Council Meeting Programs for Members 
2. Increase Membership and Diversity of Membership 
3. Increase Engagement and Activity of Council Members and Committees 

 
2014-2015 Tactics 

Goal # 1: 
• Limit business meetings to 30 minutes 
• Invite speakers with diverse expertise to speak on variety of topics 
• Emphasize relevance of ILS/international law issues to most practice areas 
• Increase ILS member social interaction time 
• Use Skype or webinar technology to have members attend remotely 

 
Goal # 2: 

• Appoint new Diversity/Inclusion Coordinator 
• Ask each member to recruit one new member to the Section 
• Hold joint meetings with other SBM Sections 
• Invite other SBM Sections to attend ILS meetings 
• Expand collaboration with Michigan law schools 
• Facilitate further law student/young lawyer attendance and involvement 
• Continue implementation of Mentor-Mentee program 
• Increase discussions on ILS LinkedIn site and review other social media 

 
Goal # 3: 

• Schedule monthly Council and Committee Chair conference calls 
• Ask Committee Chairs to facilitate one function and one MIL article during year 
• Ensure each Council Member is engaged and attending Council meetings and actively 

participating or facilitating at least one SBM ILS goal 
 
2015-2015 ILS Roster 
 
2014-2015 Officers       2012-2013 Council Members 
 
Chair: David B. Guenther      Timothy Attalla (2015) 

Chair-Elect: Daphne A. Short      Linda Armstrong (2015) 

Secretary: Laura F. Phillip      Neil Woelke (2015) 

Treasurer: Debra Auerbach Clephane     Troy Harris (2016) 

Immed. Past Chair:  A. Reed Newland    Aysha Kasham (2016) 
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         Timothy Kaufmann (2016) 

2012-2013 Committee Chairs      Douglas Duchek (2017) 

Business and Tax: ___________________      Robert L. Rothman (2017) 

Int’l Trade: Neil Woelke       James Rayis (2017) 

Emerging Nations: Richard Goetz & Timothy Kaufman     

Employ and Immig.: Linda Armstrong    

Human Rights: Andrew Moore  

International Dispute Resolution: Troy Harris      

Mentor-Mentee: Gregory Fox          

 

Diversity/Inclusion Coordinator  

TBD 

Law Students Representatives     Commissioner Liaison 

Cooley- ___________       Margaret Costello 

MSU- _____________      Rep. Assembly Liaison 

UDM- _____________      _______________ 

U of M- ___________ 

WSU- ____________       Michigan Int’l Lawyer  

         Professor Gregory Fox 

         Shahar Ben-Josef, Student 
Editor 
 

It was noted that the Section is still in need of a chair for the Business and Tax Committee.  If 
anyone is interested, please speak with David.  Peggy Costello announced that she would be 
retiring and that a new SBA liaison would be needed as of October 1, 2014.  Peggy has served 
the Section very well as commissioner and we greatly thank her for contributions. 
 
The Chairperson announced the dates of the quarterly meetings; they are as follows: November 
12, 2014, January 21, 2015, March 18, 2015, and May 20, 2015.  Locations and meeting topics 
are still being discussed, but the Emerging Nations Committee is scheduled to host the 
November meeting.  If any Section members have ideas for topics and/or locations, please 
contact the Chairperson. 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR GOALS AND REPORTS 
 
The Chairperson invited the Section’s Committee chairs to report on their activities.  The 
mentor/mentee committee made the suggestion to have any Section member with 10 or more 
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years of service become a mentor.   
 
Peggy Costello informed the Section that the report made by the Task Force appointed by the 
Michigan Supreme Court could be found on the State Bar’s website.  The Task Force was 
appointed to examine the State Bar’s role and function in the practice of law in Michigan. 
 
James Rayis was recently appointed by the Chaldean Bar Association to serve as a liaison to the 
Section.  We congratulate James for his new appointment and look forward to working with the 
Chaldean Bar Association.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the 
meeting at approximately 3:12 PM. 
 
DINNER AND PROGRAM  
The featured topic was “Regulating the International Data Cloud: New Proposals & Initiatives”.   
 
The program was very well attended. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
Daphne Short Cunningham, Secretary 2013-14 
International Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 
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