
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State 
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on March 23, 2011, at the Black Finn 
Restaurant - 530 South Main Street, Royal Oak, Michigan 48067. 

The following voting members of the Council were present in person: Cameron S. DeLong, 
Margaret A. Dobrowitsky, Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Linda Armstrong, Debra Clephane, and David 
Guenther. Student Council Members in attendance: Sam Saif. Immediate Past Chair Richard 
Goetz and past chairs Fred Frank and Randolph Wright were in attendance. SBM Board of 
Commissioner Liaison Margaret Costello was also in attendance. 

Other Members of the Section also attended the meeting. Names and contact information for 
each of the attendees will be filed with these meeting minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Cameron DeLong, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 5:30 
pm. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

At the Chairperson’s request, attendees introduced themselves and described their professional 
affiliations and interest in international law matters. 

NOTICE AND QUORUM 

The Secretary presented a written notice of the meeting that was mailed or delivered to all 
members of the Council and to Members of the International Law Section in accordance with the 
Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the 
meeting.   

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

The Secretary circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on January 18, 2011. 
After discussion, upon motion made and supported, the Council approved of the minutes without 
correction.  The Secretary reported that approved minutes of the Section Council meetings as 
well as presentations given at the Section programs, including the programs presented at the 
November 16, 2010 and January 18, 2011 Council meetings, would be posted on posted on the 
International Law Section website at www.michbar.org.   



TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Treasurer, A. Reed Newland, was unable to attend the meeting and Cameron DeLong 
presented the financial statement of the Section for the five months ended February 28, 2011 and 
the related detailed trial balance for the same period, prepared by the Finance & Administration 
Division of the State Bar. As of the five months ending February 28, 2011, the revenues of the 
Section were $12,310.00. The Chairperson reported that revenue is solely generated from 
membership dues.  As of December 31, 2010, there were 441 members of the Section.  Expenses 
for the same time period were $7,441.68 resulting in a Net Income of $4,868.32.  With 
anticipated expenses related to the March and May 2011 Council meetings and the Michigan 
International Lawyer newsletter still to be incurred, it was anticipated that most of the positive 
net income through February 2011 would be spent.  The Section fund balance as of February 28, 
2011 equaled $26,391.70.  Upon motion made and supported, Council approved of the financial 
statement. 

MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL LAWYER 

Cameron DeLong provided a report on behalf of Melina Lito, Senior Editor, who was unable to 
attend the meeting and gave a status report on the Section’s publication entitled Michigan 
International Lawyer (“MIL”). Mr. DeLong reported that the winter edition of the MIL was 
published and that the editors were currently working on the spring issue.  Mr. DeLong thanked 
Ms. Lito for her service and noted that, as she will be graduating, Natalia Santanna had been 
named as the incoming Senior Editor for handling forthcoming issues of the MIL.  

 
ANNUAL MEETING & PROGRAM 
 
Chair-Elect Margaret Dobrowitsky provided a handout and updated the Council and Section 
members on the draft program for the Section’s Annual Meeting to be held on September 15, 
2011 in conjunction with the SBM 2011 Annual Meeting in Dearborn at the Hyatt Regency.  The 
Chair-Elect provided a draft agenda detailing information on the two proposed panels, panel 
moderators and panel participants and she requested input on the remaining panelist openings for 
in-house counsel representatives. The Chair-Elect noted that she hoped to have real world 
materials, such as sample agreements, available for attendees and that the focus of the 
discussions would be practical implications and real world disputes. She invited Section 
members to provide agreement samples and ideas. The Chair-Elect reported the names of the 
volunteer members of the Annual Meeting Planning Committee and welcomed others to join the 
next call scheduled for Friday, April 1, 2011.  
 
SBM-ILS LINKEDIN GROUP 
 
The Secretary, Jeffrey Paulsen, reported that he was working with Sonia Salah and Priya 
Doornbos to gather information related to SBM Sections that have a social media strategy and/or 
a Face Book page and/or LinkedIn Group.   It was reported that to date only two to three other 
SBM Sections have a social media strategy.  The Secretary reported that he had spoken with the 
Real Property Law Section and that they have an extensive social media strategy in which it is 
estimated that $15,000 to $20,000 was spent annually by that Section on marketing and social 



media for its 3200 members.  Ms. Salah reported that she had spoken to the Environmental Law 
Section about their Facebook and LinkedIn strategy and that this section was also devoting a 
paid administrator to handle the maintenance of the social media sites.  It was noted that the 
International Law Section was much smaller in membership and that its revenue generation 
opportunities was much more limited than the Real Property and Environmental Law Sections. It 
was suggested by Mr. Paulsen that the current social media plan of the International Law Section 
be limited to a LinkedIn Group.  Ms. Salah volunteered to help establish and maintain the 
Section LinkedIn Group site. The Chairperson requested that Mr. Paulsen provide a written 
proposal about how the Section should proceed for consideration by the Council at the May 2011 
meeting.  Ms. Salah offered to provide a short tutorial for the members at that meeting. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
The Chairperson reported that he was pleased with the attendance at the first two Section 
meetings as well as today’s meeting. He encouraged members to continue to attend and to invite 
other members to also attend. 
 
Joint International Arbitration Program with UDM School of Law and SBM Dispute Resolution 
Section:  The Chairperson updated the Council and Section members on the event that the 
Section had previously approved to sponsor and noted that the event was scheduled for 
Thursday, April 14, 2011 at U of D/Mercy Law School from noon to 6pm.  The Chairperson 
noted that attendees had already reserved spots for the program.  Ms. Costello noted that the 
planning committee was still looking for a few panelists with in-house counsel experience and 
that if anyone had recommendations to let her know.   
 
Master MIL Authors and Publications Schedule: The Chairperson provided an update on the 
good progress in getting the large Michigan based law firms to commit to at least one article per 
year and/or at least one program speaker per year. He noted that he was still following up with a 
couple of the larger law firms. The Chairperson also reminded the committee chairs that article 
writing and speaking by the committees were part of the committee chairs commitments under 
the Section’s By-Laws.  He also noted that articles are generated by program speakers and 
students.  It was noted that article writers might be available from the recent Wayne State 
University-China event that was well attended. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
The Chairperson reported that the International Business and Tax committee chair Michael 
Domanski could not attend this evening’s meeting due to a conflict, but that this committee has 
been active. He reported that Colleen Freeburg, Tax Counsel- GM International, had agreed to 
co-chair this committee with Mr. Domanski.  The Chairperson reported he is in the process of 
appointing a chair/co-chairs of the International Trade committee and that the new committee 
chair/co-chairs would be announced shortly. Richard Goetz, the chair of the Emerging Nations 
committee, requested and it was agreed by the Council that the Section should publicize an 
upcoming African Symposium at the Regis Hotel sponsored by Tech Town.  Debra Auerbach 
Clephane noted a renewed interest in the International Employment Law and Immigration 
committee by new members and requested clarification on the independence of the committees.  



The Chairperson noted that committees were free to discuss and implement programming, but 
that, prior to spending Section funds, the request for funds had to be approved by the Section 
Council or if needed the Section Executive Committee due to the timing of a funding request. It 
was also noted that Section committees do not have separate standing and that they operate under 
the auspices of the Section and the SBM.  Andrew Moore, chair of the International Human 
Rights committee, was not in attendance and no report was given.  The Chairperson again 
encouraged members of the Section to join the committees to assist the committee chairs. 
 
2010-2011 Council Meeting Schedule and Program Planning: The Chairperson provided a hand 
out of the proposed Council meeting scheduled for May 17, 2011. The Chairperson solicited 
input on the preferred location of that meeting and other meetings.  The members in attendance 
appeared to favor having meetings in restaurants as opposed to law firms and suggested many 
locations on the Metropolitan Detroit area, including Automation Alley, Oakland Hills Country 
Club, MGM Grand Casino, Townsend Hotel, the Reserve, the Detroit Athletic Club and others.  
A representative of Clark Hill offered the use of its office in Birmingham and a representative of 
Butzel Long offered the use of their office in Detroit.  Members also expressed an interest in a 
networking only meeting. The Chairperson presented potential topics and requested further input 
on the topic(s) to be presented at the May Council meeting. Ideas about immigration (which had 
recently been presented) and inviting in-house counsel and/or business personnel was discussed 
as a potential topic of interest to Section members.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the 
meeting. 

POST-MEETING FOOD, BEVERAGES AND RECEPTION  

Food and beverages were provided by the Section and a networking reception was held for all 
members in attendance immediately after the adjournment of the Council Meeting.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Secretary 
International Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 

 

 
 


