
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION OF THE 

STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
 

A meeting of the Council (“Council”) of the International Law Section (“Section”) of the State 
Bar of Michigan (“State Bar” or “SBM”) was held on March 20, 2013 at the Bloomfield Hills 
office of Dykema Gossett, 39577 Woodward Avenue, Suite 300, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304. 
 
The following officers of the Council were present in person: Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Chairperson; 
and David B. Guenther, Secretary. A quorum of voting members of the Council were present in 
person. Names of each of the attendees will be filed with these meeting minutes. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Jeffrey F. Paulsen, Chairperson of the Section, called the meeting to order at approximately 5:00 
pm. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The Chairperson circulated an agenda for the meeting, which was approved as presented. 

NOTICE AND QUORUM 

David B. Guenther, Secretary of the Section, presented a written notice of the meeting that was 
mailed or delivered to all members of the Council and to Members of the Section in accordance 
with the Section’s Bylaws. The Secretary said that the notice will be filed with the minutes of the 
meeting.   

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Guenther circulated a draft of the minutes of the Council meeting held on January 23, 
2013. Upon motion made and supported, the Council approved of the minutes without 
correction. Mr. Guenther reported that approved minutes of the Section Council meetings are 
regularly posted on the Section website at www.michbar.org and that the approved minutes 
would also be posted to the Section website. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

In the Treasurer’s absence, the Chairperson presented the unaudited financial statement of the 
Section for the five months ending February 28, 2013 and the related detailed trial balance for 
the same period, prepared by the Finance & Administration Division of the State Bar. As of the 
five months ending February 28, 2013, the revenues of the Section were $12,940.00, and 
expenses for the same time period were $2,964.28, resulting in Net Income of $9,975.72. The 
Section’s ending fund balance as of February 28, 2013 was $27,244.57. The Chairperson noted 
that the Section’s financial statements are generally reprinted in the Michigan International 
Lawyer. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
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The Chairperson gave an update on the upcoming international issue of the State Bar of 
Michigan’s Michigan Bar Journal, noting that the issue presented an opportunity to discuss 
international law issues and trends and would be distributed to the State Bar’s more than 40,000 
members. The State Bar was seeking the Section’s assistance in finding three to four articles of 
approximately 10,000 words total on international law. The Section would need to focus on 
topics in the next month or so. The Chairperson requested that any interested members contact 
him with ideas for articles. The initial submission date for articles was scheduled for May 1, 
2013. 
 
The Chairperson reported that a luncheon with Baroness Caroline Cox, a longtime member of 
the UK House of Lords and well-known author and expert in the field of human rights, had been 
scheduled for April 29, 2013 in the Bloomfield Hills area. The Chairperson was working to 
determine a location. Additional details would follow.  
 
ILS LINKEDIN GROUP/SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATE 
 
The Chairperson noted that Weldianne Climo, who could not be present at the meeting, was 
monitoring the Section’s LinkedIn group. The group had increased its membership to 
approximately 147 members. The Chairperson encouraged members to continue discussing and 
posting comments on LinkedIn. 
 
MENTOR-MENTEE PROPOSAL UPDATE 
 
Jillian Berndt was unable to attend the meeting. The Chairperson updated the Section on the 
mentor-mentee proposal discussed in previous meetings. In response to younger lawyers’ 
continuing interest in mentors in international law, the Section had moved toward an informal 
mentoring program. Doug Duchek had agreed to take on a leadership role to work with Jillian 
Berndt to determine what form the program would take. Doug and Jillian would provide a more 
comprehensive report at the Section’s May meeting. 
 
MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL LAWYER UPDATE 
 
The Chairperson thanked the law student editors of the Michigan International Lawyer (MIL) for 
doing an excellent job. He said the Winter edition was close to being done. He noted that MIL 
has Fall, Winter and Spring editions and that the MIL is the primary way of reaching most 
Section members. The challenge for the Section was to make sure we have interesting articles. 
He asked members to let him or other Section officers know of any ideas for or interest in 
writing articles. Senior Editor Josh Davis would provide guidelines. 
 
2013 ILS ANNUAL MEETING – SEPTEMBER 5, 2013 
 
In the absence of the Chair-Elect, the Secretary provided an update on planning for the Section’s 
Annual Meeting, scheduled for Thursday, September 5, 2013. The Chair-Elect and the Secretary 
had discussed with Professor Deborah Burand, the Director of the International Transactions 
Clinic (ITC) at the University of Michigan Law School, holding a joint meeting to celebrate the 
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fifth anniversary of the ITC. The Section would hold its business meeting at lunch time, followed 
by an afternoon symposium jointly sponsored by the Section and the ITC. The symposium would 
be held from 2:00 – 6:00 pm at the University of Michigan Law School. An evening event would 
be held from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at a location to be determined. The symposium would focus on 
international transactions and consist of three panels, tentatively identified as international legal 
education, international transactions in the social enterprise space and associated effects on U.S. 
transactional practice, and international equity exits from privately held companies. Speakers 
would be identified, together with a moderator from the Section for each panel. The Secretary 
said that the benefits to the Section of a joint meeting would be increased attendance, due to the 
presence of law school students, alumni, faculty and ITS clients, as well as broader exposure.  
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR GOALS AND REPORTS 
 
The Chairperson invited the Section’s Committee chairs to report on their activities.  
 
Troy Harris, chair of the Dispute Resolution Committee, thanked the Section for its support in 
approving the new committee. Mr. Harris said the Committee would like to solicit program ideas 
from Section members. One possibility was cross-border commercial disputes between Canadian 
and U.S. parties. Mr. Harris said the Committee would aim to bring a concrete proposal to the 
Section at its May meeting. 
 
The Chairperson thanked Dick Goetz and Tim Kaufman, co-chairs of the Emerging Nations 
Committee, for organizing the meeting’s program on “Doing Business in Russia.” 
 
Aaron Ogletree, co-chair of the International Trade Committee, reported on the Committee’s 
efforts to organize a joint program involving the Committee, the Business Law section of the 
State Bar of Michigan, the International Law Section of the Ontario Bar Association and the 
Business Law Section of the Ontario Bar Association. Essex Law Association would promote the 
program but would not participate as a sponsor. Mr. Ogletree said the Committee planned to hold 
the program on May 22, 2013 at Wayne State University Law School. He said Troy Harris was 
the proposed moderator and Andrew Moore was providing assistance. The program would 
consist of three panels on immigration, alternative dispute resolution and import-export controls. 
Speakers were to be determined. Mr. Ogletree said he had reached out to, but not yet been able to 
involve, Debra Clephane and Linda Armstrong, the co-chairs of the Section’s Employment and 
Immigration Committee. He said the cost of the program would be $500, of which the Section 
would pay $250 and the SBM Business Law Section would pay $250. Food would be the 
primary cost, together with live internet streaming, since Wayne State University Law School 
was waiving the cost of the auditorium. 
 
The Chairperson said that he had tried unsuccessfully to arrange conference calls among Mr. 
Ogletree and Section officers to discuss concerns raised about the event. The Chairperson said 
that the primary concern was that the Section already had events scheduled for March 20, April 
29 and May 15. He was concerned that the Committee meeting not detract from attendance at the 
Section’s May 15 meeting, and that additional focus was needed on the Committee meeting’s 
topics. He said that if the other sponsors were to get credit for being co-sponsors, they should 
also be bearing their share of the costs. 
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The Secretary asked why the International Trade Committee was proposing to hold a program on 
immigration and alternative dispute resolution, which were the subject areas of different Section 
committees, and whether the proposed program did not amount to a mini-meeting of the Section 
under the auspices of the International Trade Committee. 
 
Mr. Ogletree said that Troy Harris, the chair of the dispute resolution committee, was involved in 
the meeting planning. Mr. Ogletree said he was not concerned regarding the broadness of scope 
of the Committee meeting or the potential impact on attendance at the Section’s May 15 meeting. 
 
The Chairperson proposed, and Mr. Ogletree agreed, to defer the proposed International Trade 
Committee meeting until the fall in order to address the concerns that had been raised. This 
decision was ratified by the ILS Officers and Council via separate communications subsequent to 
the meeting. 
 
LAW STUDENT REPORTS 
 
There were no law student reports. 
 
PROPOSED ILS BYLAWS REVISION 
 
The Chairperson said that the Section’s bylaws had been reviewed and updated in 2007, but it 
was good practice to review them from time to time. He said the bylaws might need to be 
updated to reflect the increase in membership dues from $30 to $35 and the determination not to 
charge dues for law students and young lawyers. The Chairperson noted that the Chair-Elect was 
working on the bylaws update, which would likely have to be approved by the SBM.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
May 15, 2013 ILS Council Meeting. The Chairperson said that the May 15, 2013 Council 
meeting and program would be held at the new Detroit office of Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione. 
Speakers were being considered. The program would focus on investigations of intellectual 
property infringement and other unfair practices in the U.S. import trade. 
 
SBM Leadership Conference. The Chairperson reminded members that every year, the Section 
sent two officers to attend the Bar Leadership Forum on Mackinac Island. He said the forum 
presented an excellent opportunity to meet SBM officials and incoming section leaders. He said 
he would like to continue the tradition and proposed to send the Chair-Elect and the Secretary to 
this year’s forum on June 14-15, 2013. He said the Section had typically covered the registration 
fee, travel, and one night’s lodging at the Grand Hotel. Other expenses would be at the cost of 
the attending Section officers. The Council approved the Chairperson’s proposal unanimously. 
 
Other New Business. Troy Harris reported that the International Chamber of Commerce had 
approached him and Troy Aiken at Miller Canfield regarding a breakfast program on April 18, 
2013 at the Detroit Athletic Club. There would be a variety of guest speakers. Section members 
were encouraged to attend. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the Chairperson adjourned the 
meeting at approximately 5:40 pm. 
 
DINNER AND PROGRAM  
 
The section provided dinner, followed by presentations by Professor Bruce Bean and Randy 
Wright on “Doing Business in Russia.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
  
David B. Guenther, Secretary 2012-13 
International Law Section 
State Bar of Michigan 

 

 


